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The  Editing  Committee  have  pleasure  in  ph^nng  in  the  hands 
of  the  friends  of  Sabbath  School  work  "  Refiected  Rays,"  or  a  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Sabbath  School  Asso<  lation  of  Ontario,  in 
its  Convention  at  Brockville,  in  October  last. 

The  Convention  was  favored  with  the  presence  of  Prof.  Hamill, 
International  Field  Secretary,  and  Miss  C.  S.  Harlow,  primary 
teacher  in  Hon.  John  Wannamaker's  school,  Philadelphia,  both  of 
whom  delivered  several  addresses,  which  will  repay  thoughtful  study. 
Besides  these  a  large  number  of  prominent  C-'anadian  workers  found 
a  place  on  the  programme,  doing  splendid  service  for  the  cause  we 
love. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  Financial  Statement  of  the  Treasurer. 
It  will  be  found  to  contain  some  new  and  commendable  features, 
notably  the  one  presenting  a  synopsis  of  the  givings  of  the  counties 
and  cities  during  the  past  six  years  for  As.sociation  purposes.  Here 
is  undoubted  evidence  of  a  necessity  for  representatives  on  the 
Executive,  and  county  officers  exerting  themselves  to  keep  the  various 
organizations  in  their  respective  districts  in  touch  with  our  work. 
Only  by  so  doing  can  we  hope  to  receive  that  support  from  the 
Sabbath  Schools  of  the  Province,  which  will  enable  the  Provincial 
Association  to  assume  an  aggressive  attitude  in  its  own  constituency. 
Let  there  be  a  united  eflFort  to  obtain  from  each  school  at  least  one 
cent  per  annum  for  each  pupil  on  its  register,  as  its  contribution  for 
Association  purposes,  and  with  this  accomplished,  the  Sabbath  School 
work  of  this  portion  of  our  Lord's  vineyard  would  move  gradually 
forward.     Our  income  ought  to  be  at  least  $5,000  per  annum. 

While  the  number  attending  the  Brockville  Convention  was 
smaller  than  usual,  we  do  not  for  a  moment  think  this  indicates  any 
falling  off  in  the  interest  taken  in  organized  Sabbath  School  efforts. 
On  the  contrary,  seldom  has  the  attention  been  so  concentrated,  the 
discussions  more  animated,  or  the  work  done  more  beneficial  in  its 
character.  This  little  volume,  which  preserves  its  records,  is  therefore 
put  forth  with  an  earnest  hope  that  many  of  the  rays  which  illumined 
the  faces  of  those  present,  may  be  reflected  by  this  means  to  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  those  who  were  denied  this  privilege,  and  better  fit 
them  for  the  service  of  our  Lord  and  His  Christ. 

J.  A.  Jackson, 

For  the  Editing  Committee. 
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*  There  was  no  Provincial  Convention  held  in  the  year  1880,  and  in  1881  the  usual  Annual 
Convention  gave  way  to  the  Third  International  S.  S.  Convention,  which  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Toronto,  22nd,  23rd  and  24th  of  June,  and  presided  over  by  Hon.  S.  H.  Blake,  Q.C, 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OP    THE 


THIRTY-FIFTH 

ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


OP    TUB 


Sabbath  School  Association  of  Ontario 


Held     in    the    Town    op    Brockville, 
Wednesday     and    Thursday     23rd, 

October,  1900. 


Ontario,    Tuesday, 
24th     and     25th 


On  Tuesday,  October  23rd,  at  2  o'clock  p.m.,  the  Thirty-Fifth 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Sabbath  School  Association  of  Ontario 
began  its  sittings  in  the  Wall  Street  Methodist  Church,  Brockville, 
the  President,  W.  T.  Harrison,  Esq.,  M.D.,  in  the  chair. 

After  the  singing  of  the  first  hymn,  "All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus 
Name,"  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ryckraan  read  the  twenty-seventh  Psalm. 
Hymn  No.  22  was  then  sung,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ryckman,  the  pastor 
of  the  Church,  led  in  prayer.  After  the  singing  of  hymn  No.  6, 
President  Harrison  addressed  the  Convention  as  follows  : 

President's  Address. 

On  this  occasion  I  meet  you  with  pleasure,  mingled  with  feelings  of 
anxiety,  yet  I  take  comfort  and  courage  knowing  you  to  be  sympa- 
thizers and  not  critics.  As  opportunity  and  time  permitted  I  have 
visited  and  assisted  in  the  field  work  during  this  my  official  term. 
Will  those  workers  who  so  unstintedly  gave  their  sympathy  and 
extended  the  hand  of  Christian  courtesy,  accept  my  thanks.  We  are 
on  historic  ground.  Here  was  organized  the  first  Sunday  School  in 
Canada  by  the  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Smart.     The  first  superintendent,  Mr.  Sherwood,  afterwards  became 
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a  sherif}.  Here  in  1884  was  held  a  most  successful  Provincial  con- 
vention. 

This  has  been  an  exceptionally  eventful  year  in  the  history  of  our 
Association.  Early  in  the  year  we  had  to  select  an  associate  secretary, 
resulting  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Thomas  Yellowlees. 

A  little  later  the  Sunday  School  world  of  Ontario  was  taken  by 
surprise,  when  the  General  Secretary,  Mr.  Alfred  Day,  who  for 
thirteen  years  HUed  the  position,  tendered  his  resignation,  to  accept  a 
similar  one  with  tlie  State  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Day  was  largely  the 
means  of  bringing  our  provincial  work  to  its  high  status  as  an 
organization.  A  new  task  was  laid  upon  us,  and  J.  A.  Jackson,  B.A., 
was  selected  to  till  the  ofHco. 

It  is  right  that  I  should  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  done 
by  the  special  committee,  whose  duty  it  was  to  receive  and  examine 
the  applications  for  the  position  of  secn^taries,  which  when  done  after 
much  labor,  involving  extensive  inquiry  and  much  correspondence, 
gave  us  the  results  of  their  work  so  well  digested,  that  it  then  was 
easy  to  decide. 

The  unusual  continued  to  occur.  Our  fellow-worker,  R.  J.  Score, 
Esq.,  tendered  his  resignation  as  treasurer.  In  him  we  lost  a  valuable 
officer  and  a  faithful  adviser.  Mr.  William  Hamilton  succeeded  him 
as  our  chief  of  Finance. 

You  will  readily  understand  the  new  Secretaries  had  no  sinecure 
when  they  entered  upon  their  work.  Just  think,  the  personnel  of 
sixty-six  counties  to  become  acquainted  with,  to  say  nothing  about 
the  needs  of  the  various  localities.  Brethren,  let  us  give  them  our 
sympathy  and  support,  letting  them  feel  secure  in  our  good  wishes, 
words  and  works. 

As  a  result  of  my  attendance  on  a  large  number  of  county  and  some 
township  conventions,  I  have  been  impressed  with  many  things  not 
observed  in  a  more  limited  field:  (1)  The  seeking  for  the  practical 
rather  than  the  theoretical.  (2)  The  realized  need  and  necessity  for 
teachers  and  officers  to  be  possessed  of  the  best  equipment,  spiritually 
and  intellectually,  for  the  work  of  Christian  instruction.  Too  often 
the  half  hour  on  Sunday  devoted  to'  Bible  study  in  our  schools  is  a 
lost  opportunity  for  lack  of  proper  equipment,  and  the  want  of  know- 
ing how  to  teach.  (3)  The  necessity  of  our  schools  not  getting  into 
ruts,  and  if  in,  to  get  out  as  quickly  as  they  can  ;  our  duty  is  to  push 
forward. 

There  is  iio  such  thing  in  the  physical,  mental  or  spiritual  world  as 
standing  still,  or  holding  our  own.  As  soon  as  we  attempt  to  hold  our 
own,  it  is  ours  no  longer  but  has  gone  ;  so  soon  as  we  strive  to  stand 
still,  just  so  soon  we  go  backward.  During  the  winter  months,  why 
not  every  r-ounty  plan  to  have  a  summer  training-school  for  its 
teachers  at  officers.  Every  county,  I  am  sure,  could  have  a  class  of 
twenty  to  hfty  students.  Allow  me  to  wish  you  God-speed  in  your 
work,  the   noblest  man  can  be  engaged  in,  the  fitting  of  men  and 
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women  for  ideal  citizenship  here  and  hereafter.  May  we  while  here 
be  wise  in  the  devising  of  ways  and  means,  and  the  suggesting  of 
motives  for  better  and  fuller  work.  Let  brotherly  love  bind  us  to- 
gether, and  Fatherly  love  harmonize  us,  thus  realizing  the  Fatherhood 
of  (iod  and  th    Brotherhood  of  man, 

*'  Live  while  you  live,  the  Epicure  would  say, 
And  seize  the  ploasuro  of  th«  present  day  ; 
Liv9  while  you  livo,  the  sacred  Preacher  cries. 
And  yive  to  God  each  moment  as  it  Hies  ; 
Lord,  in  my  views  let  both  united  be  ; 
I  live  in  pleasure  when  I  live  in  Thee.'' 

Rev.  W.  Frizzell  moved  the  following  resolution's,  which  were 
seconded  by  H.  F.  Moore,  and  adopted  : 

1.  That  the  President  nominate  a  committee  of  fifteen,  who  shall 
nominate  a  Business  Committee  of  twenty-five  members,  a  Committee 
on  Resolutions  of  nine  members,  a  Committee  on  Registration  of  five 
members,  and  make  such  other  nominations  as  may  be  referred  to 
them  by  the  Convention. 

2.  The  Business  Committee  shall  repo^-t  to  the  Convention  any 
changes  that  may  be  found  necessary  in  the  programme.  It  shall 
nominate  a  President,  Vice-President,  two  Minute  Secretaries,  a 
General  Executive  and  a  Central  Executive  for  the  coming  year, 
and  attend  to  such  other  matters  as  mn  '  be  referred  to  it  by  the 
Convention. 

3.  That  the  following  rules  be  adopted  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness at  this  Convention  : 

(a)  The  schedule  time  of  the  programme  shall  be  strictly  adhered  to. 
If  any  item  is  not  completed  when  the  time  for  some  other  item  is 
reached,  the  latter  shall  be  taken  up.  The  Business  Committee  shall 
arrange  a  time  for  the  disposition  of  any  unfinishe(l  business. 

(6)  All  resolutions  offered  shall  be  in  writing.  When  a  motion  is 
moved  and  seconded,  it  shall  be  referred  without  discussion  to  an 
appropriate  committee. 

(c)  No  delegate  shall  speak  more  than  once  on  any  question,  ^or 
more  than  five  minutes  at  a  time,  without  the  leave  of  the  Conven- 
tion, which  shall  be  granted  or  refused  without  debate. 

The  President  then  appointed  the  following  Nominating  Commitee : 
Rev.  J.  J.  Redditt,  Uxbridge ;  Rev.  H.  Symonds,  Peterboro' ; 
H.  P.  Moore,  Acton;  A.  McEnnes,  Vankleek  Hill  ;  J.  A.  Patterson, 
M  A.,  Toronto;  J.  A.  Jackson,  B.A.,  General  Secretary,  Toronto; 
Rev.  Robert  Laird,  Brock ville  ;  Thomas  Yellowlees,  Associate  Secre- 
tary, Toronto  ;  W.  M.  Orr,  Fruitland  ;  Rev.  Wm.  Frizrell,  Ph.B., 
Toronto ;  S.  Gibson,  Napanee ;  Rev.  D.  A.  Thompson,  Hastings ; 
Wm.  Hamilton,  Treasurer,  Toronto  ;  H.  A.  Colver,  Simcoe ;  Rev. 
E  W.  MacKay,  Madoc. 
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REPORTS  FROM  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  COUNTIES, 
DISTRICTS  AND  CITIES. 


COUNTIES. 

The  President  called  for  reports  from  Counties  : 

Brant — W.  N,  HossiE  — No  county  convention  held  last  year,  but 
each  township,  five  in  all,  have  held  succossful  local  conventions.  The 
wave  of  enthusiasm  has  passed  ovei  to  the  Christian  Endeavor 
societies  and  conventicis ;  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  officials  may  be 
found  to  revive  our  county  work. 

Cat  leton — S.  A.  Wright — Held  ics  eighth  annual  convention  at 
Hintonburg  on  the  3rd  and  4th  inst.  It  was  acknowledged  to  be  a 
decided  success.  Primary  department  received  special  attention.  We 
have  45  schools,  but  only  20  reported.  These  have  162  officers  and 
teacheis,  with  a  membership  of  1,216  ;  36  have  united  with  the  church 
during  the  year.  The  nr  mal  course  has  been  introduced  into  the 
county  by  Mr,  E  E.  Craig,  a  graduate  of  this  Association,  and  has 
made  a  good  beginning,  resulting  in  7  classes,  with  an  estimated  mem- 
bership of  90.  There  are  considerably  more  than  this  number  pur- 
suing the  course.  Our  townships  are  not  all  organized,  but  we  con- 
template making  an  offort  to  have  them  organized  this  coming  winter. 
We  pledge  $25  for  next  year. 

Dundas — County  convention  held  on  22nd  September.  Very  suc- 
cessful. $40  voted  for  Provincial  Association.  Resolution  passed 
that  all  townships  send  in  all  reports  financially  and  otherwise  to 
county,  and  to  the  county  only,  and  that  county  alone  be  responsible  to 
Provincial  Association. 

President — That  has  been  the  teaching  of  the  Provincial  for 
twenty  years.  * 

Elgin  West — J.  B.  Campbell — This  part  of  the  county  is  well 
organized  and  holds  township  conventions  annually  in  Aldboroug»i, 
Dunwich  and  Southwold,  in  the  spring  of  the  year.  This  year  we 
held  our  county  con  /ention  in  connection  with  the  Dunwich  township 
convention,  and  have  decided  to  hold  it  in  connection  with  the  Aid- 
borough  township  next  spring.  This  year  we  had  the  Associate 
Secretary  with  us  at  our  county,  and  also  at  Dunwich  and  Aldborough 
township  conventions,  and  his  presence  and  addresses  helped  much  to 
make  the  conventions  a  success.  Our  county  will  give  $20  for  pro- 
vincial Sabbath  School  work. 

Frontenac  North  and  Addington — Mra.  Kilbobn — These  are  two 
of  the  sparsely  settled  districts.  The  county  is  well  organized,  nearly 
all  of  the  Sabbath  Schools  within  its  limits  are  affilia.ted  with  the 
Association.     Our  conventions  are  regularly  held,  and  are  not  only  a 
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great  source  of  inspiration,  but  much  practical  usefulness  to  individuals 
and  schools  is  experienced.  Our  next  convention  will  be  held  at 
Mountain  Grove  ViJlage,  and  we  will  be  delighted  to  have  with  us  one 
of  the  Provincial  Secretaries. 

Grenville — Rev.  Mr.  Puttenham — I  am  glad  to  report  that  things 
are  favorable  with  Grenville  County  Association.  We  had  a  very 
interesting  convention  in  Kemptville  in  the  second  week  of  August. 
We  have  appointed  a  permanent  secretary.  We  are  going  to  remuner- 
ate him  so  as  to  keep  him  in  the  office.  A  strong  resolution  was 
passed  regarding  an  improvement  in  Primary  work,  and  we  hope  that 
it  will  be  endorsed  in  this  Convention,  so  as  to  give  Primary  class 
teachers  a  better  opportunity  to  teach  the  little  ones. 

The  President — That  is  encouraging. 

Haldimand — Rev.  E.'H.  Bean^-Wc  have  the  county  organized  into 
districts,  each  one  holding  its  own  convention.  As  f&r  as  T  have 
attended  them  they  were  successful.  Our  annual  county  convention 
was  held  a  month  ago  ;  that  also  was  very  well  represented  fr'^rn  the 
various  parts  of  the  county.  We  had  the  newly  appointed  Ser  ,  tary 
with  us  during  the  entire  session,  and  our  impressions  of  him  were 
only  favorable.  We  have  some  70  or  80  schools  in  the  county.  It  is 
proposed  that  we  purchase  reports  of  this  convention,  and  have  each 
school  supplied  with  at  least  one  copy,  and  then  have  one  or  two  com- 
petent persons  appointed  to  prepare  an  abstract  in  the  form  of  an 
essay  or  address,  and  give  that  to  the  school  in  general  or  at  the 
teachers'  meeting  ;  thus  we  hope  to  1)6  aUle  to  increase  the  interest  in 
the  Provincial  work. 

Halton — H.  P.  Moore — We  hnve  perfect  organization  in  our  'own- 
ships  as  well  as  our  county.  We  have  teachers'  meetings  and  home 
department,  and  I  think  there  is  one  cradle  roll  in  the  county,  so  we 
are,  we  think,  in  a  place  of  progress.  Our  annual  convention  was  held 
in  Acton  last  winter,  and  we  were  honored  with  the  presence  of  the 
esteemed  President  of  this  Association  as  well  as  of  the  General 
Secretary.  Our  county  is  prospering.  We  emphasize  the  value  of 
teachers'  meetings.  We  endeavor  to  have  a  temperance  pledge  as  far 
as  possible  in  every  school.  With  reference  to  our  township  conven- 
tions, our  object  is  to  take  them  to  points  where  a  county  convention 
could  not  be  held,  and  some  are  beginning  tq  feel  that  the  township 
conventions  are  equal  in  all  respects  to  the  county. 

Hastings  South — A.  A.  Richardson — Our  association  was  organized 
five  years  ago.  A  vigorous  convention  has  been  held  each  year.  The 
three  townships  in  the  county  are  now  organized  and  hold  annual 
conventions.  The  towns  of  Trenton  and  Deseronto  affiliate  with  the 
adjoining  townships.  We  pledged  $40  to  the  Provincial  Assoc'at  on 
last  year,  but  only  $20  has  been  paid.  At  our  convention  helil  on  the 
18th  inst.,  'he  officers  were  instructed  to  collect  the  balance  due  as 
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soon  as  possible  and  forward  it  to  the  Provincial  Treasurer.     We 
pledge  $30  for  next  year. 

Lambton — J.  E.  Bush — I  cannot  report  progress  in  our  county 
work,  although  the  various  schools  of  Lambton  seem  to  be  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  There  is  a  lack  of  co-operation  among  the 
different  denominations  of  oui*  county.  We  have  abocTt  160  schools, 
but  only  46  responded  with  statistical  reports.  Our  annual  conven- 
tion, although  we  had  a  good  programme  and  the  schools  were  prop- 
erly notified,  was  poorly  attended  this  year.  Denominational 
gatherings  and  interest  appear  to  interfere  with  our  inter-denomina- 
tional work.  However,  during  the  ensuing  year  we  intend  to  make 
a  special  effort  to  awaken  and  stimulate  a  broader  inter-denominational 
interest  throughout  Lambton  county  in  the  Sabbath  School  work. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  be  favored  with  the  help  of  our  Provincial 
Secretary.  Our  next  annual  convention  will  be  held  in  Forest  in 
October,  1901. 

Leeds — Our  organization  is  merely  township  ;  there  is  none  for  the 
county.  Two  years  ago  we  organized  in  the  township  of  Leeds,  and 
a  year  ago  the  second  convention  was  held  in  Lyndhurst.  The  schools 
are  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Some  of  the  country  schools,  as  a 
result  of  the  convention,  are  keeping  open  all  year ;  they  are  improv- 
ing. They  are  introducing  the  honor  roll,  making  additions  to  the 
library,  and  also  improvements  in  the  primary  department. 

•Norfolk — A.  J.  DoNLY — 91  schools  reported  in  this  county  for  the 
past  year,  a  decrease  of  6  since  October,  1899.  Besides  the  County 
Executive  there  are  eight  township  associations,  all  of  which  have 
held  conventions  within  the  year.  There  are  6,480  scholars,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  4,230.  There  are  850  teachers  and  officers, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  670.  Of  the  scholars  in  attendance 
1,555  are  reported  as  church  members,  325  of  whom  joined  the 
Church  during  thy  year.  With  4  exceptions,  all  the  schools  use  the 
International  system  of  lessons,  Nineteen  of  the  91  schools  hold 
regular  teachers'  meetings  for  study  of  the  lesson.  Seventeen  schools 
report  a  Home  Class  Department^  with  a  total  memlership  of  727. 
Seventy-two  of  the  91  schools  are  kept  open  all  the  year  round.  In 
overy  convention  held  during  the  year  teachers'  meetings,  normal 
work,  home  class  department,  and  primary  class  work,  received 
special  attention. 

Peel — Mr.  Steyn — I  think  we  claim  to  be  the  banner  county  as  far 
as  organization  is  concerned — 43  years  of  continuous  work.  The 
Hon.  J.  C.  Aikens  was  the  first  President  we  had,  and  about  four  or 
five  years  later  our  townships  were  organized  under  the  active  work 
of  Mr.  J.  D.  McKinnon,  County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  a 
party  in  Brampton  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Beynon,  and  ever  since  that 
time  our  conventions  have  been  a  means  of  great  good.     No  meet- 
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ing  in  our  county  from  one  year's  end  to  the  other  is  so  popular 
as  our  Sabbath  School  convention,  both  township  and  county.  The 
different  departments  of  work  are  very  well  attended  to.  The  Sab- 
bath School  in  the  home  is  receiving  considerable  attention  and  doing  . 
good  work.  We  appoint  yearly  in  each  township  at  the  township 
eonvei-tions  four  visitors ;  they  generally  go  two  by  two  visiting  the 
schools  in  all  sections  of  the  township.  They  meet  in  session  and  en- 
courage the  township  associations,  and  when  they  meet  there  s  a 
report  read  that  those  visitors  bring  from  the  work  they  find  doing  in 
all  the  schools. 

Peterboro' — Laura  Bennett — The  annual  convention  was  held  at 
Norwood  in  February.  We  re-organized  our  association  on  a  new 
basin,  under  the  name  of  the  County  Sabbath  School  Council.  We 
dispense  with  our  annual  convention  and  throw  our  whole  force  into 
the  township  associations.  In  this  way  we  believe  we  can  better 
further  the  work.  In  May  we  held  a  aeries  of  conventions  through- 
out the  county,  which  were  a  decided  success.  Three  new  organi- 
zations and  the  reviving  of  some  others,  which  were  practically 
dormant,  were  among  the  results.  During  the  past  few  weeks  two  of 
the  associations  have  held  rallies,  and  some  of  the  others  are  arrang- 
ing for  them.  Primary,  Normal  and  Home  Class  work  are  steadily 
gaining  ground.  The  school  in  Otonabee  township  has  a  Cradle  Roll. 
The  town  association  is  organizing  a  joint  teachers'  meeting  8ind 
Normal  Class. 

Prescott — W.  E.  McKillican,  President — We  had  our  annual  con- 
vention held  in  Vankleek  Hill  on  the  4th  and  5th  October.  It  was 
a  very  successful  convention.  We  had  the  assistance  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Quebec  Provincial  Association,  which  was  a  a  great  help.  The 
County  of  Prescott  is  perhaps  a  little  peculiar  in  Ontario,  as  many  of 
you  are  aware.  In  addition  to  the  regular  association  meetings  there 
have  been  Bible  institutes  inaugurated  ;  they  have  been  held  at  the 
beginning  of  each  half  year,  one  at  the  first  of  January,  another  about 
the  first  of  July.  These  have  been  held  in  small  outlying  places, 
where  the  people  could  not  very  well  attend  the  annual  conventions, 
and  they  have  been  very  well  received.  The  County  Association  haa 
met  with  a  very  severe  loss  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  John  McLeod. 

Renfrew. — Mr.  Wickwaee — I  am  reporting  for  North  Renfrew, 
while  probably  the  report  would  be  more  for  the  townships.  In  the 
town  of  Pembroke,  and  the  surrounding  townships,  we  held  quarterly 
meetings  of  all  the  Sabbath  Schools  to  study  the  international  lessons. 
We  have  a  large  German  element,  which  I  believe  are  the  strongest 
Sabbath  School  workers  in  the  Province.  They  have  evidently  some 
organized  system,  and  can  lay  their  hand  on  reports  and  finances,  when 
necessary,  at  a  moment's  notice. 

Stormont. — Miss  Aldwyer — A  few  years  ago  we  organized  an 
independent  association  and  had  conventions  four  times  in  the  yean 


14 


11 


For  the  last  two  or  three  years  they  have  been  associated  with  this 
Convention.  They  had  not  sent  any  contribution  until  this  year, 
when  we  voted  we  would  send  the  whole  of  the  contribution  and  not 
'  leave  anything  out  for  expenses,  because  we  had  been  negligent  so  long. 
We  are  holding  conventions  now  twice  a  year.  I  was  connected  with 
this  Association  in  the  fifties. 

Weiland. — I.  M.  Moyer — We  had  the  pleasure  of  having  with  us 
at  our  county  convention  in  Port  Robinson,  Mr.  Yellowlees,  who  gave 
splendid  service.  The  county  is  not  fully  organized,  hnt  some  of  the 
townships  have  very  strong  associations  and  excellent  conventions. 
The  township  of  Pelhani  has  been  organized,  and  has  had  annual  con- 
ventions for  nearly  30  years  ;  the  first  conventions  were  held  over 
something  like  40  years  ago.  Convention  time  is  a  big  day  for  Pelham  ; 
the  town  hall,  which  is  perhaps  the  finest  in  any  township  in  the 
county,  is  crowded  to  the  doors ;  some  could  not  get  in  to  the  annual 
convention,  they  had  to  stand  at  the  door,  and  the  last  day  it  was 
raining  all  the  time  and  still  the  hall  was  filled.  They  had  been  run- 
ning their  work  by  themselves  and  stood  aloof  from  the  Provincial 
work  until  a  little  over  a  year  ago.  We  had  Mr.  Day  with  us  for  the 
last  convention,  and  since  that  time  the  township  association  is  very 
enthusiastic  with  regard  to  the  Provincial  work. 

York  North. — L.  G.  Jackson — North  York  continues  to  advance. 
During  the  past  year  4  new  schools  have  been  opened,  making  a  total 
of  90.  There  are  now  822  oflficers  and  teachers,  being  an  increase  of 
25.  The  scholars  number  6,988,  an  increase  of  174,  The  average 
weekly  attendance  during  the  year  is  5,338,  increase  of  120.  During 
the  past  year  we  have  instituted  the  Triple  Pledge,  pledging  scholars 
and  teachers  against  liquors,  tobacco  and  profanity.  Twenty-six 
schools  have  reported  that  1,220  signed  tho  pledge;  the  pledge 
roll  is  to  be  signed  yearly.  North  York  pledges  $100  to  Association 
work  next  year. 

York  West. — Mr,  McPherson — We  held  our  annual  convention  at 
Thornhill ;  it  represents  three  townships,  Etobicoke,  Vaughan  and 
York.  The  number  of  schools  is  69,  the  number  of  teachers  650,  the 
number  of  scholars,  5,000.  We  look  'to  the  townships  for  funds  to 
carry  on  the  township  work ;  we  ask  a  dollar  from  each  school,  that  is 
collected  by  the  different  township  secretaries  and  treasurers.  We 
thought  in  this  way  to  get  in  better  touch  with  the  township  work, 
and  I  think  it  has  proved  so.  The  reason  why  we  have  not  been  able 
to  pay  our  full  pledge  is  this,  that  at  the  Thornhill  convention  the 
collection  of  the  evening  session  was  voted  by  the  convention  to  go  to 
the  India  Famine  Fund  ;  that  collection  amounted  to  $20,  and  the 
schools  raised  for  that  fund  about  .$150.  We  have  a  Primary  Super- 
intendent appointed  for  several  years  doing  good  work  ;  through  her 
means  Primary  Superintendents  have  been  appointed  in  each  of  the 
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townships.  We  have  appointed  a  Home  Department  Superintendent, 
which  I  think  will  be  the  means  or  introducing  home  work  into  the 
schools  of  the  county. 

Cities. 

Brantford — W.  N.  HossiE — No  association  meetings  have  been 
held  since  last  report.  Workers  are  diligently  pressing  on  their  own 
special  work.  The  number  of  schools  is  the  same  as  last  year,  25. 
The  membership  is  on  the  increase  ;  in  round  numbers  officers  and 
teachers,  530;  pupils,  4,870;  total,  5,400.  These  are  distributed 
denominationally  as  follows  :  7  Methodist ;  6  Baptist ;  5  Anglican  ; 
4  Presbyterian  ;  2  Congregationalist ;  1  B.  M.  E.  (colored).  Besides 
these  there  are  two  Roman  Catholic  schools,  and  religious  instruction 
is  given  to  120  pupils  in  the  Ontario  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and 
the  same  number  in  the  Mohawk  Institute.  Nearly  all  meet  in 
modern  school  rooms.  Contributions  will  be  seen  in  the  Treasurer's 
report.  No  promise  can  be  given  under  the  present  condition  of 
organization. 

St.  Thomas. — W.  Harris  Wallace — Our  association  was  organized 
about  a  year  ago.  We  have  held  monthly  meetings  in  Y.M.C.  A.  ever 
since,  with  the  exception  of  holiday  season.  We  adopted  the  Toledo 
constitution.  Last  review  Sunday,  September  30th,  we  held  a  large 
mass  meeting  of  Sabbath  Schools ;  it  was  a  grand  success.  The 
Central  Church  was  filled  to  overflowing,  over  1,000  being  present.  I 
had  pleasure  in  sending  $15.40  for  Provincial  work,  being  the  proceeds 
of  the  mass  meeting.  I  hope  it  will  be  more  next  year,  say  $20 
or  $25. 

Introduction  op  Liecretaries. 

The  President — It  is  my  pleasure  to  introduce  to  you  Mr.  Day's 
successor,  Mr.  J.  A.  Jackson,  and  I  trust  he  will  receive  your  hearty 
approval  and  support  in   the   work    upon    which   he   has    entered. 

(Applause.) 

Mr.  Jackson — Mr.  President  and  Comrades  in  Sabbath  School  work, 
— I  am  sure  I  thank  you,  Mr.  President,  for  more  than  one  kind 
reference  .^ince  the  Association  work  opened  yesterday  evening.  Per- 
sonally, you  have  been  kindness  itself  to  me — but  a  few  days  remain 
'ere  the  great  horologue  of  time  shall  tick  off  the  last  seconds  of  this 
so-called  nineteenth  century,  and  once  more  the  recording  angel  shall 
write  down  the  words,  "  It  is  finished."  Such  a  gathering  as  ours, 
then,  cannot  do  otherwise  than  Janus-like,  look  two  ways — ^backward 
to  note  whence  we  have  come,  what  has  been  accomplished  by  the 
way,  by  whom  was  it  done,  what  motives  inspired  their  lives,  what 
mistakes  did  they  make,  wherein  did  they  succeed  ;  forward  to  inquire 
whither  are  we  tending,  what  remains  to  be  done,  upon  whom  will  the 
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advanced  science,  avoid  the  pitfalls  where  they  went  down,  shall  we 
with  our  grander  advantage,  leave  to  our  posterity  a  nobler  heritage 
than  they'?  These  questions,  and  a  thousand  others  of  similar  import, 
meet  us  at  every  turn.  Little  wonder  is  it  then  that  our  programme 
committee  catching  the  inspiration,  decided  that  the  entire  thought  of 
this  Convention  should  gravitate  around  the  idea :  "  A  Century  of 
Sabbath  School  effort  " — retrospective  and  prospective. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remind  this  audience  that  only  one 
hundred  and  twenty  years  ago  Robert  Raikes  was  establishing  his 
first  Sabbath  School.  It  may  not  be  so  generally  known,  however, 
that  just  a  century  ago  the  movement  was  saved  from  disaster  by  the 
introduction  of  our  present  system  of  voluntary  teaching.  One  writer 
gives  the  date  of  this  innovation  as  the  year  1800.  So  has  it  been 
down  through  the  century, — the  moment  of  seeming  defeat  has 
been,  under  God,  the  moment  of  the  shout  of  victory  ;  and  so  will  it 
ever  be,  for  our  guide  and  director  is  the  God  of  battles,  who  knows 
not  defeat. 

Just  at  the  present  hour,  though,  the  Sabbath  School  as  an  insti- 
tution seems  to  be  passing  through  even  a  more  severe  test  than  that 
which  it  experienced  at  the  close  of  last  century.  The  tierce  light  of 
this  critical  age  which  has  aspired  to  tear  even  God  himself  from  His 
throne,  has  not  allowed  the  Sabbath  School  to  escape  observation. 
Neither  has  the  criticism  always  been  made  with  kind  intent.  It  has, 
however,  been  sharp,  searching,  and  unsparingly  applied. 

Some  professing  to  find  a  deplorable  ignorance  of  Bible  truths,  have 
placed  the  responsibility  for  this  upon  the  Sabbath  Schools,  and  cen- 
sured them  most  unmercifully.  Others  have  been,  with  more  or  less 
justice,  investigating  our  methods,  and  have  just  as  strongly  declared 
them  antiquated,  fogyish,  and  entirely  unsuited  to  produce  the  results 
desired. 

I  not  long  ago  at  a  convention  of  Sabbath  School  workers,  heard  a 
clergyman  state  that  it  was  time  for  the  Church  to  wake  up  to  the 
importance  of  the  Sabbath  Schoolj  and  cease  to  make  it  a  sort  of  side- 
issue.  Considering  the  fact  that  the  Church  draws  over  80  per  cent, 
of  her  members  from  the  Sabbath  School,  he  predicted  that  the  day 
would  come,  he  hoped  speedily,  when  pastors  would  be  sought,  not  so 
much  for  their  ability  to  preach,  >  but  for  their  success  in  teaching, 
and  that  our  theological  institutions  would  train  men  in  this  work 
even  more  carefully  than  they  now  did  in  homiletics.  Possibly  this 
position  is  somewhat  too  radical  for  the  present.  But  is  it  not  too 
true,  that  in  many  of  our  churches  the  adult  portion  of  the  congrega- 
tion demand  so  much  of  the  pastor's  time  in  social  functions,  pnd  the 
preparation  of  too  elaborate  sermons  for  every  Sabbath,  that  the  chil- 
dren can  get  no  care  or  attention  from  him?  In  any  other  department 
of  life  what  would  we  think  of  an  individual  or  organization,  which 
so  systematically  neglected  the  constituency  from  which  it  expected 
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would  be  too  strong,  and  if  failure  resulted,  we  would  declare  it  was 
nothing  but  what  was  to  be  expected. 

There  are  a  couple  of  facts  in  connection  with  our  moral  education 
as  a  nation,  which  seems  to  me  to  have  never  been  pressed  home  upon 
us  as  they  ought.  At  least  they  do  not  appear  as  yet  to  have  been 
seen  in  thoir  proper  light.  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  for  the 
average  boy  or  girl,  of  say  eighteen  years,  the  attendance  at  Sabbath 
School  would  be  almost  exactly  the  equivalent  of  three  months  at  one 
of  our  dfiy-schools.  Morever,  in  the  day-school  an  experi(  ticed  teacher, 
who  has  spent  years  in  training  for  this  work  of  instructing  the  young, 
is  available,  but,  in  the  Sabbath  Sciiool,  too  often,  the  instructor  is  some 
humble,  faithful  soul,  doing  her  best  in  the  sight  of  God  to  discharge 
an  obligation,  for  which  she  has  neither  fitness  nor  training.  This  is 
only  another  place,  though,  where,  in  church  work,  men  "  expect  to 
gather  grapes  of  thorns  and  figs  of  thistles."  When  I  consider  such 
facts  as  these,  and  many  otheis  that  miglit  be  brought  forward,  how- 
ever harshly  1  might  be  disposed  to  criticize  the  Church  for  following 
so  long  such  methods,  I  am  amazed  that  in  the  Sabbath  School  work  the 
results  have  been  so  grandly  marvellous.  If  such  wonders  have  been 
wrought  with  such  imperfect  methods,  what  could  not  be  accomplished 
if  she  only  ceased  to  play  with  the  Sabbath  School,  and  really  and 
earnestly  and  conscientiously  applied  proper  principles  to  the  work  1 

Before  resuming  my  seat,  however,  I  desire  to  say  that  so  long  as 
I  occupy  my  present  position  it  shall  be  my  aim,  indeed,  I  shall  con- 
sider it  my  duty,  to  try  to  bring  to  bear  more  systematic  system  in 
our  work,  and  to  rouse  all  with  whom  I  come  into  contact  to  a  proper 
appreciation  of  the  relationship  of  the  Sabbath  School  to  church  life 
and  work.     (Applause). 

The  President — I  have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  you  lu  the 
Associate  Secretary,  and  the  Association  to  you,  Mr.  Yellowlees. 
(Applause). 

Mr.  Yellowlees — Mr.  President,  Christian  friends :  While  my 
brother  was  addressing  you  a  few  moments  ago,  I  was  sitting  chinking 
■whether  I  needed  an  introduction  to  you  at  all  or  not.  I  have  attended 
some  17  conventions  since  I  became  your  officer,  and  I  have  met  a 
very  great  many  of  you,  and  I  am  glad  to  meet  you  again  this  after- 
lioon  engaged  in  this  glorious  work.  1  am  happy  to  say  that  my 
experience  in  life  has  always  been  in  connection  with  Sabbath  School 
work.  The  committee  when  arranging  this  programme  said  I  was 
■imply  to  be  introduced.  Permit  me  to  say,  however,  when  I  entered 
lipon  the  work  of  the  Sabbath  School  I  was  determined  that  I  should 
pecome  acquainted  with  the  schools  to  the  very  best  of  my  ability. 
I  have  visited  some  62  Sabbath  Schools  during  the  last  nine  months, 
and  therefore  know  something  about  them.  I  feel  that  they  need 
A  little  encouragement  now  and  again.  I  have  felt  blessed  in  many 
of  these  visits  during  the  year,  and  my  dear  friends,  I  have  but  one 
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ambition  in  life,  and  that  is  to  render  you  the  very  best  service  that 
lies  in  my  power.  Sometimes  while  1  am  engaged  in  this  work  I 
think  of  a  beautiful  motto,  that  was  written  over  the  remains  of  one 
of  the  late  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  when  his  body  lay  in 
state  in  Cleveland — 

'*  Life's  work  well  done, 
Life's  race  well  run, 
Life's  crown  well  won, 

Now  comes  rest."  ' 

Whatever  future  work  the  Lord  has  for  me  to  do  I  am  anxious  that 
that  work  shall  be  well  done,  done  to  the  very  best  of  my  ability. 
Whatever  struggle  or  conflict  I  may  have  to  enter  upon  it  is  because 
I  realize  my  responsibility  to  my  Father  in  heaven,  and  my  responsi- 
bility to  you,  and  I  am  anxious  that  when  the  work  is  finished  that 
life's  crown  shall  be  won.     (Applause.) 

The  President  :  I  will  now  ask  Prof.  Haraill  to  address  you. 

What  the  International    System   Has  Done  for  Bible  Study. 

Prof.  Hamill — In  the  first  place  it  has  dissolved  the  chaos  that 
existed  a  generation  ago  in  Bible  study.  That  the  forms  of  Bible 
study  W(  e  chaotic  then,  I  think  any  fair  minded  person  within  whose 
remembrance  it  is,  will  cheerfully  admit.  I  know  there  are  those  who 
are  fond  of  spying  the  former  days  were  bettor  than  these  latter  ones. 
It  is  easy  to  forget  events  in  the  way  of  progress.  How  little  do  I 
recall  at  this  moment  when  I  saw  the  electric  light  first  used  in  the 
illumination  of  a  church.  I  have  no  sort  of  recollection  of  the  first 
telephonic  message  to  which  I  listened ;  I  do  not  recall  the  first 
limited  vestibule  train  running  sixty  miles  an  hour.  These  things 
have  all  come  to  pass  within  less  than  a  generation  to  me,  but  I  do 
not  recall  the  initiative  taken  by  any  one  of  them.  But  if  you  go 
back  into  the  old  literature  of  the  Sabbath  School  still  extant,  here 
and  there  upon  shelves,  dust-covered,  you  will  find  my  saying  true.  In 
the  same  school  there  was  no  unification  of  study.  I  distinctly  re- 
member that  nothing  was  taught  me  out  of  God's  book  as  a  child,  and 
the  school  I  attended  was  an  average  one  in  its  day.  But  for  an  old 
father  and  mother,  who  were  diligent  in  teaching  the  word  of  God  to 
me  in  the  home,  I  would  never  have  understood  the  meaning  of  a 
single  phrase  of  King  James'  version  of  the  Scriptures  as  a  child. 
You  might  find  in  an  ancient  school  one  class  engaged  in  the  study  of 
a  section  of  the  prophecies ;  another  reading  the  book  of  Psalms  ; 
another  delving  into  the  mysteries  of  the  book  of  Romans ;  the 
chances  are  that  you  would  not  find  more  than  one  such  class  outside 
of  the  memory  classes  in  the  average  school  of  fifty  years  ago.  The 
old  American  Sabbath  School  Union  book,  which  you  can  find  a  few 
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copies  of  here  and  there  in  the  United  States,    was  about  the  only 
thing  put  forward  in  the  way  of  systematization  of  Bible  study. 

(2)  The  International  Association  has  not  only  dissolved  the  chaos. 
Anybody  can  dismiss  chaos  for  a  season.  It  is  one  thing  to  dissolve 
chaos  ;  it  is  quite  another  thing  to  substitute  a  system  in  place  of  it. 
This  system  of  Bible  study  has  been  in  operation  now  for  twenty- 
eight  years,  beginning  at  Indianapolis  in  1872.  It  would  repay  any 
Sabbath  School  worker  to  read  in  detail  the  l)istory  of  that  memorable 
Convention.  If  you  take  into  account  the  fact  that  the  churches  all 
through  the  land  were  opposed  violently  at  first ;  and  that  they  had 
large  moneys  vested  in  stereotype  plates  and  cop_^  righ'  the  destruc- 
tion of  whicii,  by  the  introduction  of  the  new  system,  mertnt  the  loss 
of  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars,  you  can  understand  the  difficulties  of 
such  a  campaign.  But  God  came  ;  the  question  was  imminent ;  the 
issue  was  discussed  for  three  days,  and  only  ten  persons  at  the 
last  voted  against  the  adoption  of  the  present  system.  You  know 
how  small  were  the  beginnings  of  that  system  ;  three  or  four  of  the 
churches  agreed  to  try  it  tentatively  ;  there  were  conditions  impossi- 
ble pointed  out  of  every  sort;  it  \»as  handicapped  by  the  churchly 
leaders.  It  has  now  gone  around  the  world  again  and  again  within 
the  twenty-eight  years  of  its  history  ;  the  island?  of  the  sea,  the 
great  continents,  the  country  schools  and  the  splendidly  graded  and 
equipped  schools  of  the  large  cities  altogether  utilize  it ;  the  churches 
are  its  friends,  saving  here  and  there  a  solitary  critic.  Just  take 
the  simple  fact,  that  a  child  at  four  entering  a  Sabbath  School,  by  ten 
must  pass  through  the  Old  Testament  and  the  New  Testament  in  the 
succession  of  lessons  covering  six  years  of  time;  lessons  chosen  as 
containing  the  salient  points  in  biblical  historj'  or  doctrine  ;  and  at 
sixteen  he  has  twice  gone  around  the  circle  of  Bible  truth  ;  at  twenty- 
two  thrice  around  it,  at  twenty-eight  four  times  around  it,  at  thirty- 
four,  wiien  he  has  come  to  full  manhood's  estate  a,nd  has  little  children 
of  his  own  ready  to  enter  the  primary  department  or  to  be  numbered 
with  the  cradle  roll,  he  has  made  the  Bible  circuit  seven  distinct 
times.  And  then  ask  this,  is  it  likely  that  sixteen  men  among  the 
brightest  of  the  Bible  students  of  our  evangelical  churches  would  give 
us  year  after  year  with  much  painstaking  other  than  a  fine  system  of 
selected  matter  for  Bible  study  1  Take  your  own  Prince  in  Canada, 
the  Rev.  John  Potts,  the  chairman  of  the  Lesson  Committee  ;  take 
Bishop  Warren,  of  Denver ;  Prof.  Moore,  of  Richmond ;  Prof. 
Sampey ;  and  men  like  Dr.  Schauffler  and  all  these  men  in  touch 
,;  with  the  finest  Bible  study.  Would  these  men  sit  in  committee  for 
[  days  at  a  time  diligently  conning  the  Bible  in  order  that  they  may 
.  systematize  its  greater  principles  and  put  them  into  a  circle  of  interna- 
*  tional  lessons  for  three  years  ahead  ?  In  the  beginning,  as  I  said  a 
J  moment  ago,  memorizing — memory  deposits  were  the  characteristics 
4  of  the  ancient  Sabbath  Schools.  There  was  really  little  Bible  study  in 
the  school  and  less  in  the  home.     But  the  school  runs  its  roots  now 
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into  the  hornn.  The  child  carries  his  lesson  leaf  back  to  the  father 
and  mother  ;  he  has  a  (juestion  marked  from  time  to  time  ;  he  wants 
to  know  ;  his  teacher  sets  him  finding  out  and  Bihle  study  lias  run  its 
course  from  the  Sp.ll>ath  School  back  into  the  home.  Take  it  from 
the  cradle  roll  to  the  home  department,  and  T  see  the  circle  ever 
extending  in  the  ways  of  Bible  study.  Not  only  those  who  can  come 
and  study  at  a  given  place,  but  the  visit  of  those  with  tiie  Bible  in 
hand  to  the  side  of  the  sick,  the  indolent,  those  under  constraint  upon 
the  Sabbath  day,  and  pledging  them  in  the  study  of  CjckI's  word. 
Twenty-five  millions  is  a  safe  estimate  of  those  who  are  using  this 
system.  In  the  beginning  they  counted  it  a  great  victory,  one  or  two 
years  after  the  Indianapolis  Convention,  that  a  million  scholars  under 
the  system  might  be  counted  as  part  of  the  international  host  of 
students.  When  I  was  a  child  you  could  not  purchase  a  comment- 
ary upon  the  Bible,  an  exposition  upon  any  part  of  it,  unless  you 
got  it  by  way  of  a  theological  library,  that  was  fitted  only  for  the 
equipment  of  the  minister  and  pulpit,  for  homiletic  uses.  Now  an 
altogether  new  epoch  in  Bible  study  has  come  upon  us,  a  new  era  in 
commentaries.  You  can  send  fifty  cents  or  one  dollar  to  the  great 
publishing  houses  and  get  a  commentary  upon  any  one  book  or  upon 
a  series  of  books  ;  you  can  get  a  whole  commentary  upon  the  New 
Testament,  written  by  one  of  those  master  minds  of  the  time,  for  a 
a  dollar;  you  can  get  a  Smith's  Bible  dictionary  for  a  dollar  or 
less  ;  you  can  get  Jan)ieson,  Fansett  (k,  Brown's  commentary  upon 
the  whole  Bible  for  a  few  dollars.  You  could  not  have  bought  it  for 
the  ransom  of  a  prince — it  was  not  in  existence — a  generation  ago. 
You  can  pay  a  cent  a  week  and  take  the  International  Evangel  or 
Sunday-school  Times,  and  when  you  do  that  you  are  getting  an 
expenditure  of  not  less  than  $25,000. 

I  picked  up  a  lesson  leaf  that  some  careless  boy  had  thrown  under 
the  seat  of  a  Sunday  School,  and  I  looked  U))on  the  back  of  it  and 
there  was  the  Moabite  stone,  photographed  from  the  original  in  the 
British  Museum  ;  an  inscription  below  so  that  a  little  fellow  at  home 
could  read  that  marvellous  stone  and  understand  its  contents.  I 
wanted,  not  a  great  while  ago,  a  valuable  book  in  Biblical  chronology, 
and  I  sent  to  New  York  and  St.  Louis,  and  failed  to  get  it  on  this 
continent ;  by-and-by  it  came  to  me,  and  it  cost  me  ^7.50,  and  I 
was  glad  to  get  it.  A  few  weeks  after  I  had  got  my  book,  counting 
it  cheap  at  the  cost,  I  found^  the  very  dates  I  wanted  upon  the  back 
of  a  little  half-penny  lesson  sheet. 

Not  only  has  it  multiplied  help  but  it  has  intensified  study.  Men 
go  deeper  into  the  mysteries  of  God's  book.  The  shallow,  often  self- 
conceited  study  of  fifty  years  ago  is  tabooed  by  the  pulpit  and  by  the 
commentator.  Look  at  your  denominational  teachers'  helps;  look  at 
the  marvellous  cheapness  and  multiplicity  of  the  scholars'  helps,  and 
you  get  an  idea  of  what  has  come  upon  us,  if  you  would  only  realize 
it  by  going  back  to  the  old  days. 
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Tt  has  stimulated  the  churches.  The  general  trend  of  Bible  study 
has  put  tlie  churches  into  a  holy  competition.  I  have  been  talking 
recently  with  three  general  secretaries  of  denominations  in  the  United 
States,  One  from  Nashville ;  one  from  Philadelphia,  and  one  from 
the  vicinity  of  St.  Louis,  each  man  running  over  the  pages  of  his  church 
Teachers'  Journal  or  Magazine.  One  said,  we  began  a  few  years  ago  ; 
and  if  we  couldn't  find  Presbyterian  pens  that  could  write  for  us  as 
we  wanted  we  didn't  propose  to  have  them.  The  Baptist  n)an  said 
practically  the  same  thing.  He  said,  now  we  come  upon  a  time  when 
we  have  a  certain  sum  of  money  set  aside  l)y  our  churches  in 
generous  rivaly,  and  we  call  for  tiie  best  brain  and  the  tinest 
study  and  the  very  best  talent  in  Bible  study,  whether  from 
our  own  or  other  churches.  Of  course  the  majority  of  those  who 
wril<'  are  those  of  our  own  faith  and  order,  but  we  pick  out  tho  very 
best  thoughts  to  put  into  our  book.  Our  people  must  be  supplied 
with  the  very  best  that  there  is ;  and  you  have  noticed  the  upward 
gravitation  of  the  church  Sunday  School  periodicals.  They  began 
with  a  little  paper  that  had  no  pictures  upon  it  at  all.  Now  they  are 
l)eautiful  in  their  colors,  in  the  fine  artistic  touch  which  is  given  to 
the  y)icture.s,  in  the  excellency  of  the  little  stories  that  illustrate  these 
pictures,  and  they  are  ever  increasing  in  beauty  and  value. 

It  has  strengthened  the  pastors.  How  has  it  done  this  ?  By 
giving  them  a  congregation  to  preach  to  better  acquainted  with  the 
Word  of  God.  A)iybody  could  preach  fifty  years  ago  to  certain  kinds 
of  congregations  that  assembled.  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  tlie 
preachers  of  forty-five  years  ago.  Some  of  them  were  godly  men,  studi- 
ous by  nature  or  by  grace,  who  did  their  work  with  a  careful  conscien- 
tiousness. But  some  came  with  a  sort  of  vague  mythical  inspiration, 
and  without  study  they  would  pre.ach  to  us  after  a  fashion,  and  that 
was  the  sum  and  substance  of  their  preaching.  Now  let  the  modern 
preacher  stand  before  a  congregation,  and  the  chances  are  a  large  per- 
centage of  those  who  listen  to  him  are  those  who  have  gone  the  round 
of  these  Bible  lessons,  in  touch  with  the  master  minds  of  Bible  study, 
and  they  understand  the  truth,  and  you  cannot  be  imposed  upon  by 

I  the  Giiieonite  with  his  pretence  of  old   shoes  and  his  far  journey, 

I  when  the  people  know  that  he  is  only  a  next  door  neighbor,  that  he 

I  has  not  come  far  with  his  learning. 

3  It  has  developed  teachers.  It  has  made  a  demi^nd  for  better  teach- 
ing in  our  Sunday  Schools.  It  is  not  going  to  hurt  the  Sunday  School, 
but  rather  help  it,  that  men  are  being  carried    over   from   the  college 

^  and  university  into  the  ranks  of  Sunday  School  specialism. 

It  has  upheld  faith.     I  mean  the   faith   of  our   fathers.     The  best 

'  thing  the  International  work  has  done  for  Bible  study  is  in  popular- 
izing a  great  scheme  of  Bible  study,  haiiding  it  down  to  the  people 
fresh  from  the  hearts  and  brains  of  sixteen  men  every  year.  It  has 
done  verv  much  to  arrest  the  centrifugal  tendi;ncy  of   the   church  in 

~  the  matter  of  churchly  heresy  or  scepticism,   or  departure   from  the 
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faith.  What  huttresses  tho  old  evaiiKolical  faith  of  our  fathers  and 
holds  them  true  to  that  sheet  anchor  of  God's  Word  1  1  tiiink  it  is 
the  International  system  of  lessons  more  than  anything;  elH(>,  These 
twenty-tive  millions  of  people,  representing  two  score  and  more  of 
nations,  all  conjoined  in  Bible  study  simultaneously  every  Lord's  Day 
is  a  great  host,  and  they  march  under  this  same  standard  of  study, 
and  to  the  same  drum  beat  of  inspiration,  and  therefore  they  come  to 
think  and  believe  alike.  Just  as  long  as  we  have  a  great  world-wide 
system,  we  can  stand  as  soldiers  stand  on  the  heights  of  Gibraltar  and 
say,  "Come  thou  no  further"  to  the  hosts  of  scepticism. 

It  has  withstood  heresies.  The  best  thing  tliat  I  know  to  keep 
out  Christian  Science,  or  cold  blooded  L'nitarianism,  and  things  of 
that  kind,  is  the  public  study  of  the  Word  of  God  by  our  boys  and 
girls.  Take  the  average  boy  and  girl,  bring  him  up  from  four  to 
eighteen  years  of  age,  believing  the  story  of  Jonah  and  the  whale, 
Joshua  and  the  sun,  of  Moses  and  the  mount,  of  David  and  the  lion 
and  the  bear,  of  Timothy,  John  the  Baptist,  and  Paul,  and  you  have 
done  more  than  anything  else  to  withstand  the  heresies  that  are 
current. 

It  has  helped  the  common  people.  I  belong  to  the  elect  of 
the  conmion  people,  and  the  older  I  get  the  more  tenderly  I  love  it. 
Not  born  with  the  silver  spoon  in  my  mouth,  not  dallied  in  the  lap 
of  fortune,  I  am  in  sympathy  with  the  common  people  from  the 
crown  of  my  head  to  the  sole  of  my  feet ;  and  the  International 
lesson  system  has  brought  the  Bible  within  the  range  of  the  common 
people  ;  they  take  the  English  version  of  the  Scriptures,  the  King 
James  version  with  its  old  archaic  philosophy ;  the  speech  of  Addison 
and  Chaucer,  and  of  the  sweet  writers  of  the  old  country  and  of  the 
new,  and  express  their  simple  faith. 

Lastly,  it  has  heralded  the  evangelization  effort,  into  the  beginnings 
of  which  we  have  but  just  entered.  The  Sabbath  School  International 
Association  is  responsible  under  God,  I  believe  with  all  my  heart,  for 
the  institution,  not  only  of  the  Primary  department,  Home  depart- 
ment, House  to  House  Visitation,  Normal  department  and  all  these 
things  that  are  part  of  the  machinery  of  our  modern  Sabbath  School, 
but  it  is  the  mother  of  the  Christian  Eideavor,  of  the  Ep worth 
League,  of  these  countless  hosts  of  young  people  that  never  would 
have  been  born  of  the  Spirit  but  for  the  effort  and  inspiration  that 
came  out  of  the  organizing  of  the  International  Association.  We 
girdled  the  globe,  we  laid  the  shining  track,  we  sent  ships  across 
the  sea,  we  paved  the  way,  we  made  it  easy  for  them  to  go,  and  just 
so  long  as  they  are  true  to  their  mother,  the  SaV>bath  School, 
to  Bible  study,  to  practical  usefulness  in  behalf  of  the  Church,  will 
their  mission  not  be  ended.  We  are  right  now  in  the  midst  of 
"  Decision  Day  "  discussion  all  over  the  country  ;  the  minds  of  the 
fathers  and  the  pastors  and  teachers  are  turning  more  and  more  to 
the  great  spiritual  opportunity  of  the  Sabbath  School.     What  has 
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brought  it  to  pass  1  What  has  set  all  hearts  aflame  with  the  spiritual 
life  of  the  child  I  It  is  nothing  in  tlie  world  but  the  system  of  Bibb- 
study.  Did  you  ever  mark  this  :  Whenever  the  Church  opens  th' 
Bible  and  studies  it  systematically,  patiently,  diligently,  there  comes 
a  great  epoch  of  revival  1  The  Holy  Spirit  always  goes  with  that 
book  in  His  ha'.d  ;  that  book  must  go  before  when  nations  are 
Wakened  up  in  their  consciences  and  are  led  by  hosts  of  tens  of 
thousands  to  the  altars  of  God.  And  I  believe  we  are  entering  upon 
that  now.  I  believe  that  in  five  years  th«!ro  will  be  a  revival  that 
will  sweep  through  Canada  and  the  United  States  and  the  earth, 
such  as  the  world's  history  has  not  witnessed  ;  and  when  it  does  come 
to  pass  I  shall  claim  that  a  large  part  of  the  measure  of  it^,  coming  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  for  twenty-eight  years  the  masses  of  the  people, 
black  and  white,  bond  and  free,  have  been  engaged  in  studying  God's 
word.     (Applause). 

Rev.  E.  H.  McKav  read  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee, 
which  was  as  follows  : 

Business  Committee. — Reverends  J.  J.  Redditt,  (Convener)  Ux* 
bridge ;  H.  Symonds,  Peterboro ;  J.  A.  Jackson,  Wm.  Frizell,  T- 
Yellowlees,  W.  Hamilton,  J.  A.  Patterson,  Toronto  ;  E.  W.  Mackay, 
Madoc;  Dr.  Ryckman.  A.  Laird,  R.  A.  McLelland,  Brockville;  Messrs. 
H.  P.  Moore,  Acton  ;  W.  M.  Orr,  Fruitland  ;  A.  J.  Donly,  Sim- 
coe  ;  W.  W.  Meacham,  Odessa  ;  J.  Kingswood,  St.  Thomas  ;  W.  A. 
Thompson,  Hastings;  J.  Skene,  Hillsdale;  J.  M.  Kellock,  Norwood; 
Mayor  R.  E.  Nelson,  Guelph  ;  A.  Mclnnes,  Vankleek  Hill ;  S.  Gibson, 
Napanee ;  Paul  Trebilcock,  Bowmanville,  W.  H.  Winnet,  London  ; 
John  B.  Campbell,  Rodney. 

Resolution  Committee. — Messrs.  R.  W.  Clark  (Convener),  Mill- 
brook ;  S.  A.  Wright,  Richmond;  J.  A.  McPherson,  Islington; 
G.  H.  Stafford,  Cardinal  ;  H.  Symonds,  Peterboro  ;  W.  E.  McKillican, 
Vankleek  Hill;  H.  Ratcliflfe,  Toronto;  Eber  Crummy,  Cataraqui ; 
Dr.  Benson,  Gananoque. 

Registration  Committee. — Messrs.  J.  W.  Ridgeway,  (Convener), 
I.  J.  Mansel!,  R.  A.  McLelland,  Percy  Everat,  W.  G.  Sutherland. 

Minute  Secretaries. — Miss  Laura  Bennett  and  Rev.  J.  G.  Potter. 

On  motion,  duly  seconded,  the  report  was  accepted. 

The  congregation  sang  "  Bringing  in  the  Sheaves."  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Reeves  pronounced  the  benediction. 
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Rev.  Dr.  R^     cman   conducted    the   devotional   exercises. 

The  President  read  a  communication  from  the  United  Young 
Peoples  Union  of  the  town  of  Brockville,  extending  greetings  to  the 
Association,  to  which  the  Secretary  was  inb^ructed  to  send  a  suitable 
reply. 

The  Rev  Dr.  Ryckman  introduced  Mayor  Buckman,  who 
addressed  the  Convention  as  follows  : 

To  the  Provincial  Sabbath  School  Assi  oiation  in  Convention 
Assembled  : 

1  esteem  it  a  great  honor  to  have  the  privilege,  as  Mayor  of  Brock- 
ville, of  welcoming  your  Convention  to  our  town. 

It  was  sixteen  years  ago  that  your  Association  last  met  at  Brock- 
ville, and  those  of  us  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  take  part  in  the 
proceedings,  as  spectators  or  otherwise,  still  remember  with  interest 
anr'  pleasure  that  Convention.  While  we  must  recall  with  sadness 
the  many  who  were  prominent  at  that  Convention,  who  have  passed 
away  both  at  Brockville  and  elsewhere,  still  we  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  other  strong  men  come  forward  to  take  their  places. 

Our  town  has  long  had  a  prominent  place  in  Sabbath  School 
work.  One  of  the  first,  if  not  the  first.  Sabbath  Schools  in  Upper 
Canada  was  established  in  Brock-ille  about  1811,  by  the  Rev.  William 
Smart,  well  known  as  the  first  Presbyterian  pastor  in  Brockville. 
None  of  his  scholars  I  apprehend  now  survive,  though  many  of  their 
descendants  doubtless  are  present  amongst  us,  and  we  may  be  sure 
that  the  influence  of  this  school,  like  the  influence  of  all  good  deeds, 
Was  far-reaching  and  has  not  yet  ceased  to  do  good  in  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  the  children  of  men. 

It  IS  neither  necessary  nor  wise  for  me  to  express  any  eulogy  upon 
the  work  of  Sabbath  Schools  in  this  country  or  in  other  lards.  You 
know  and  understand  better  than  I  what  that  work  has  been  and  is, 
and  your  very  presence  here  to  day  is  the  most  eloquent  and  convinc- 
ing testimony  to  the  greatness  and  goodness  of  this  noble  institution. 
If  I  may  be  per»nitted  to  say  so,  you  do  well  to  meet  from  time  to 
time  in  these  Conventions,  to  exchange  ideas  and  to  have  new 
methods  discussed  by  the  leaders  and  experts  in  this  work,  and  to 
have  the  good  old  fundamental  facts  and  methods  once  more  explained 
and  justified,  and  to  enjoy  that  pleasant  intercourse  which  kindred 
spirits  have  with  each  other. 

The  citizens  of  the  town  are  pleased  to  have  your  presence  with  us. 
If  you  have  any  time  to  spare  from  the  active  duties  of  the  Conven- 
tion, we  shall  be  pleased  to  have  you  visit  the  difterent  points  of 
interest,  the  public  and  other  institutions  in  our  midst.     In  some  of 
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these,  such  as  our  hospitals,  you  can  see  evidences  of  the  practical  side 
of  that  Christianity  which  you  profess,  and  I  trust  in  your  homes 
dignify  and  adorn. 

I  need  scarcely  say  that  we  wish  you  every  success  in  your  Conven- 
tion and  a  pleasant  and  profitable  time  a,mongst  us,  and  that  you  may 
go  back  to  your  respec^tive  spheres  of  labor  better  equipped  and 
encouraged  and  strengthened  for  the  winter's  work. 

Once  more  I  bid  you  welcome  to  Brockville  and  God  speed  in  your 
ifork,  and  have  much  pleasure  in  extending  to  you  the  freedom  of  the 
Island  City  during  your  stay  with  us. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Ryckmah  at  this  point  introduced  Mr.  Gill,  who 
Ipoke  as  follows  :  "  As  I  look  around  here  to-night,  Mr.  President, 
j.  do  not  recog?"ize  many  of  the  faces  of  those  who  composed  a  conven- 
tion similar  to  this  sixteen  years  ago  in  the  Town  of  Brockville. 

Some  of  you  will  remember  that  sixteen  years  ago  this  Provincial 
Convention  convened  here  and  the  few  who  are  here  now  who  were 
here  at  that  time  will  renieraber  what  a  delightful,  profitable  and  good 
series  of  meetings  we  had. 

It  becomes  my  very  pleasant  duty  on  behalf  of  some  of  the  earnest 
workers  of  the  town,  of  the  Sabbath  Schools  of  the  town,  to  extend  to 
you  very  cordial  greetings  and  a  very  hearty  welcome.  We  are  glad, 
Mr.  Preside:it  and  frier ds,  to  know  that  from  time  to  time,  more  and 
more  our  chrirches  realize  and  recognize  the  great  importance  of  the 
■Work  in  which  you  and  we  are  engaged. 

.  There  is  another  pleasant  duty  which  devolves  upon  me  for  a 
moment,  on  behalf  of  o:ie  of  the  workers  in  a  Church  not  very  far 
from  this  place  where  we  now  stand.  It  may  not  be  known  to  all  of 
jou  that  we  stand  to-night,  if  not  on,  at  leant  very  near  to  historical 
Sabbath  School  ground.  Nearly  ninety  years  ago  one  of  the  worthy 
pioneers  and  servants  of  the  Master  opened  a  Sabbath  School  at  the 
north-westerly  corner  of  this  square,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smart,  and  after 
all  these  years  Mr.  Smart's  name  is  still  fresh  and  green  in  the 
memory  of  Sabbath  School  workers.  I  think  it  was  the  first  Sabbath 
School  started  in  what  is  now  uhe  Province  of  Ontario.  Now,  this 
gentleman  has  thought  the  Association  probably  would  be  pleased  to 
liave  souie  little  rnemerito  of  the  good  father  who  started  the  work  in 
this  place,  and  he  has  prepared  a  photo  of  Mr.  Smart,  which  he  has  asked 
<ne,  in  his  name,  to  present  to  tlie  Association.  (Applause).  I  have 
yery  much  pleasure,  in  his  name  and  in  his  behalf,  in  handing  you 
^e  photo. 

T  have  on]  •  one  word  to  add,  I  sincei'ely  hope  that  your  meetings 
%ere  will  bo  just  as  profitable  as  we  could  wish,  that  when  you  leave 
the  town  of  Brockville  yov.  will  feel  that  it  was  good  to  have  been 
iiere.  I  trust  the  meetings  will  be  presided  over  by  the  Master  of 
48semblies,  without  whose  presence  our  meetings  certainly  will  not 
1^  profitable."     (Applause). 
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The  President — Allow  me  to  say  en  behalf  of  the  Association,  I 
accept  this  photo  as  a  very  fine  testimony  of  the  appreciation  in  which 
this  Association  is  held  by  the  town,  and  I  can  promise  that  this 
photo  will  hang  in  cur  regular  rooms  in  Toronto  in  an  honored  place. 
I  see  here,  by  glancing  at  it,  that  there  is  a  printed  history  of  that 
early  movement  which  shall  be  cherished  and  cared  for. 

The  following  telegram  was  received  from  Mr.  Graham,  M.P.P., 
whose  name  was  on  the  programme  for  an  address  of  welcome  on 
behalf  of  Eastern  Ontario  :  "  Regret  I  cannot  be  with  you  to-night." 

I  have  now  very  much  pleasure  indeed  in  asking  Mr.  John  A. 
Paterson  of  Toronto,  to  reply.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  officers  of  the 
Association  present,  one  on  whom  we  rely.     (Applause). 

Mr.  Paterson — Mr.  Mayor,  Mr.  Gill,  and  good  people  of  Brock- 
ville — I  am  charged  with  the  duty,  and  gladdened  by  the  privilege  of 
answering  the  words  of  welcome  which  have  been  addressed  so 
bountifully  to  this  Association.  I  do  it  very  gladly.  I  do  it  because 
I  feel  the  duty  is  an  easy  one,  because,  indeed,  the  man  that  could  not 
respond  fitly  to  such  eloquent  words  of  welcome  with  some  degree  of 
intelligibility,  would  be  lacking  in  the  common  elements  of  human 
wisdom.  I  notice  thn.t  Mr.  Gill,  whom  we  have  just  heard,  was  Pres- 
ident, as  I  believe,  of  the  Convention  that  met  here  sixteen  years  ago. 
At  least  it  is  the  same  name.     Is  it  the  same '? 

Mr,  Gill— It  is  the  same. 

Mr.  Paterson — Then  I  congratulate  him  that  the  Association 
which  he  fathered  sixteen  years  ago  is  still  living,  and  is  still  so  pros- 
perous. Your  fellow  citizen  belongs  to  a  distinguished  line  of  kings. 
Here  (refers  to  Dr.  Harrison)  sits  the  35th  of  the  dynasty ;  here 
is  the  19th  (refers  to  Mr.  Gill);  others  are  scattered  through  the 
towns  of  Ontario,  and  some  are  now  in  the  audience. 

I  notice,  too,  that  our  Association  Conventions  have  not  assembled 
east  of  Toronto  since  they  met  at  Belleville  some  six  years  ago,  and 
then  in  the  fulness  of  time.  The  cycle  of  the  west  having  been  com- 
pleted, we  now  come  back  to  the  east.  We  go  as  a  Convention  from 
city  to  city  because  we  are  provincial.  We  go  as  a  Convention  from 
church  to  church  because  we  are  interdenominational ;  not  provincial 
only,  we  are  world-wide ;  we  are  cosmopolitan  ;  we  are  more  than 
metropolitan.  We  find  ourselves  sometimes  in  London,  that  world's 
centre,  and  thus  we  have  a  mighty  stretch  from  the  little  log  cabin 
school  house,  hewn  out  of  the  virgin  forest  by  the  hands  of  men  both 
good  and  true,  away  on  to  that  world's  centre,  London,  England, 
where,  in  a  mighty  cathedral  we  find  coroneted  earl  and  belted  duke 
sitting  side  by  side  with  the  humblest  people  of  all  countries,  and 
discerning  the  wisest  way  and  best  methods  of  bringing  the  children 
of  all  nations  to  the  feet  of  the  Nazarene.  We  respond  gladly  to  the 
wealth  of  your  welcome  ;  we  would  like  to  respond  eloquently  to  the 
fulness  of  your  greetings  ;  but,  at  least,  we  respond  most  truly  and 
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heartily  to  all  you  liave  said  to  us.  We  experience  it,  we  note  it  in 
the  homes  you  have  opened  to  us  ;  we  feel  quite  at  home.  You  have 
said  we  are  welcome  here  ;  we,  too,  say  we  have  well  come.  The  West 
and  East  clasp  hands  to-night,  and  we  are  glad  to  sit  down,  one  with 
the  other,  and  take  council  together  regarding  this  great  matter  of 
Sabbath  School  work. 

We  have  read  of  the  Knights  of  the  Round  Table.     There  is  a 

freater  knighthood  than    that  assembled   here  to-day      The  former 
laureate  gives    us  the  beautiful    requiem  of  King  Arthur,  in  these 
Biatchless  words  : 

I  "The  sequel  of  to-day  unsolders  all 

I  The  goodliest  fellowship  of  famous  knights 

I  Whereof  this  world  holds  record.     Such  a  sleep 

I  They  sleep — the  men  I  loved. 

No  more  shall  we  delight  our  souls  with  talk  of  knightly  deeds^ 

Walking  among  the  gardens  and  the  halls 

Of  Cainelot,  as  in  the  days  that  were." 

So  did  King  Arthur  sing  the  requiem.  But  this  round  table,  this 
goodly  fellowship  of  famous  knights  of  Sabbath  School  work  and 
efiort   will    never   die ;  that    will    never    be  unsoldered. 

The  dew  of  eternal  youth  rests  upon  the  brow  of  this  Sabbath 
School  Association.  We  live  youthfully,  because  we  are  buoyed  up 
and  held  by  these  wondrous  hands  of  the  sisterhood  and  brotherhood 
that  reach  to  clasp  us  as  we  pass  from  city  to  city  throughout  this 
t*rovince.  Never,  never  shall  this  royal  knighthood  perish,  and  never 
ghall  such  a  requiem  be  sung  over  it  as  that  grand  old  monarch.  King 
Arthuc,  sang  over  the.  knights  whose  life  he  mourned  and  whose 
death  he  was  forced  to  welcome. 

Many  thanks  to  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  Mr.  Gill,  and  men  and  women  of 
Brockville,  for  your  glad  and  good  welcome.  Let  me  say  again  that 
we  heartily  reciprocate  it,  and  tender  you  in  our  humble,  modest  way 
our  hearty  appreciation  of  all  you  have  said,  for  all  you  have  done, 
and  for  all  you  will  do  for  us  during  the  two  days  that  are*  yet  left 
till  this  Convention  close.s.     (Applause). 

The  collection  was  then  taken,  during  which  a  hymn  was  sung, 
after  which  a  quartette,  Messrs.  Fulford,  Kent,  Bryant  and  Stockton, 
rendered  "  The  Lord  my  Pasture  shall  Prepare." 

The  President. — I  have  now  much  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you 
Principal  Grant.     (Applause.) 

The  Divine  Purpose  in  the  Sunday  School  Idea  Unfolded  in 

History. 

Principal  Grant. — It  is  a  good  thing  to  get  hold  of  an  idea.  Let 
us  always  try  to  get  at  the  underlying  ideal  or  idea  in  any  movement 
or  in  any  institution,  and  we  will  rise  above  the  temporal  and  the 
ficcidental  and  the  formal. 
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All  my  life  I  have  been  driven  or  possessed  with  the  idea  of  unity  ; 
that  brought  me  back  from  the  old  country  to  Canada.  1  have  seen 
half  a  dozen  Presbyterian  churches  united  into  one ;  the  various 
Methodist  churches  united  into  one  ;  and  the  spirit  of  unity  so  spread 
abroad  in  tlie  different  churches  that  now  we  are  able  to  look  forward 
to  the  time  when  we  shall  have  really  a  Canadian  Church,  and  not 
merely  a  number  of  denominations.  And  so  we  have  seen  the  differ- 
ent Provinces  united  into  one  Dominion,  extending  over  half  a  con- 
tinent ;  that  given  to  us  to  subdue,  to  regulate  and  to  order ;  and  we 
have  lived  to  see,  during  the  past  year,  a  practical  unity  brought 
about  between  Canada  and  the  rest  of  the  empire. 

So  we  ask  what  is  the  fundamental  idea  at  the  basis  of  the  Sab- 
bath School  movement  ?  It  is  simply  this,  that  there  is  an  appropri- 
ate food  for  youth  as  for  the  old  ;  the  Scriptures  speak  of  it  as  milk 
for  the  young  and  strong  meat  for  the  old,  and  the  same  food  may  be 
both  fnilk  and  strong  meat  according  to  the  way  in  which  you  use  it, 
so  marvellous  is  the  fulness  of  the  holy  Scriptures. 

Now  we  find  this  unfolded  in  history  ;  we  find  it  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment Scripture,  which  is  the  history  of  a  people,  through  which  God 
was  reflecting  Himself  to  the  world,  and  the  very  first  inan  He  called 
out,  He  called,  because  He  said,  "  I  know  Abraham,  that  he  will 
instruct  his  children  and  his  household  after  him  that  they  may  keep 
the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  teach  them  his  Vays,  that  the  Lord  may  bring 
upon  Abraham  that  which  he  will  do."  In  Deuteronomy  we  find  the 
same  emphatic  teaching,  given  in  a  few  simple  words,  "  Jehovah  is 
one,  and  thou  shalt  love  Him  with  all  thy  heart  and  soul  and  mind  ; 
and  these  words  thou  shalt  teach  diligently  unto  thy  children,  and 
thou  shalt  have  them  in  thine  heart,  and  thou  shall  teachi  them 
diligently  unto  thy  children,  and  shall  talk  of  them  when  thou  sittest 
in  thine  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way  ;  when  thou  liest 
down  and  when  thou  risest  up,  and  thou  shalt  bind  them  for  a  sign 
upon  thine  hand,  and  they  shall  be  as  frontlets  between  thine  eyes  ; 
and  thou  shalt  write  them  upon  the  posts  of  thine  house,  and  on  thy 
gates."     The  Book  of  Psalms  is  likewise  full  of  this. 

According  to  the  modern  view  of  Holy  Scripture  the  Book  of  Deuter- 
onomy comes  long  after  Abraham's  time,  long  after  Moses'  time,  and 
the  Psalms  come  still  later  down,  and  so  we  have  the  whole  of  the  Old 
Testament  Scripture  just  full  of  the  same  teaching.  In  the  same  way 
in  the  New  Testament  the  first  comniand  of  the  risen  Lord  to  Peter, 
when  He  asked  him  if  he  loved  Him,  was  "  Feed  my  lambs."  And 
so  the  apostolic  injunction  continually  is  to  fathers  and  parents  to 
bring  up  their  children  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord. 
And  the  characteristic  of  the  Christian  Church  was  always,  in  either 
less  or  greater  degrees,  to  care  for  the  children.  In  the  Middle  Ages, 
however,  the  Church  became  mechanical,  formal,  stereotyped,  but  the 
Reformation  asserted  again  the  great  principle  of  teaching  the  young  ; 
consequently  the  Westminister  Assembly,  after  having  drawn  up  its 
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confession  of  faith,  drew  up  a  still  more  remarkable  document,  the 
Shorter  Catechism  for  the  instruction  of  the  young.  One  of  the  most 
remarkable  compilations  of  Theology,  perhaps  the  most  remarkable 
that  has  ever  been  drawn  up,  a  much  better  compilation  than  the  con- 
fession of  faith  itself.  In  Scotland  they  adopted  that  confession 
(fenthusiastically.  Just  because  it  was  to  be  the  confession  of 
laith  for  three  kingdoms,  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland  ;  and  there 
iiever  was  a  single  Protestant  country  where  that  Shorter  Catechism 
%as  so  thoroughly  taught  to  the  children  as  it  was  in  Scotland.  The 
^Lutheran  Church,  not  only  in  Germany,  but  in  Canada,  was  very  honor- 
ibly  distinguished  in  this  same  matter  of  teaching  the  children,  and 
fhey  are  to  this  day,  not  merely  teaching  them  Catechism,  but  teaching 
ihem  music  and  singing,  and  memorizing  of  the  Scriptures.  So  that 
both  in  Germany,  which  represented  the  Lutheran  side  of  the  Ref- 
ormation, and  in  Scotland,  which  represented  so  emphatically  the 
reform  side,  this  great  duty  was  well  attended  to.  It  was  not  so  well 
Attended  to  in  England  :  consequently  that  led  to  the  great  movement 
' — the  Sunda}'  School  movement  as  we  now  have  it — only  intended  at 
first  for  the  waifs  and  strays,  and  for  the  ragged  urchins  of  the  city, 
who  could  be  coaxed  into  John  Pound's  shop  by  the  smell  and  sight 
of  a  smoking  hot  potato  ;  but  that  movement  has  met  a  felt  need,  and 
io  it  has  extended  from  one  point  to  another  till  at  present  we  have 
the  magniticient  proportions  which  the  Sunday  School  movement  has 
jlttained.  Now,  then,  there  is  how  we  find  the  idea  of  the  Sunday 
School  unfolded  in  history.  And  I  suppose  the  object  of  these  Con- 
ventions is  to  study  it  regularly  from  time  to  time,  to  see  where  it  is 
weak  in  order  to  supply  what  is  lacking,  and  try  to  make  it  wo.'  thy 
of  the  great  idea  that  is  at  its  foundation. 

Surely  that  is  the  object  of  this  Convention.     If  it  is  not,  then  it  is 
a  mistake  to  hold  it  at  all.     I  think,  in  looking  at  the  reports  of  the 
Sabbath  School  in  the   different  churches,    I    find    a   good    deal    of 
uneasiness  as  to  whether  the  teaching  in  the.  Sabbath  School  is  quite 
what  it  should  be.      That  does  not  mean,  not  for  a  moment;  that  the 
thing  itself  ought  to  be  swept  away.     Quite  the  reverse.     It  says,  just 
because  we  feel  that  it  has  got  hold  of  a  true  idea,  we  want  to  express 
that  idea  in  the  best  form.     I  listen  to   the  discussions   in   our  own 
General  Assembly,  and  I  find  a  great  many  very  frankly  confessing 
the  shortcomings,  saying  that  a  great  deal  of  the  teaching  is  shallow 
and  superficial  and  sporadic,  and  that  the  work  can  not  be  done  in  the 
short  time  that  is  allotted,  and  I  sympathize  with  them.    I  remember 
;^ow  it  was  in  Scotland ;  how  in  every  parish  school  there  was  three- 
ijuarters  of  an  hour  every  day  of  the  week  devoted  to  religious  instruc- 
$tion,  and  I  would  like  indeed  to  see  in  this  Province  something  of  the 
'Same  kind;  but  unfortunately  whenever  anything  is  proposed  in  connec- 
tion with  our  education,  as  long  as  we  are  under  party  government,  the 
^ther  party  will  at  once  make  an  attack  upon  it.     For  instance,  one 
of  the  very  best  things  ever  proposed  in  connection  with  the  Bible- 
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reuding  in  the  schools  v^ars  the  effort  made  by  the  present  Premier, 
when  lie  was  Minister  of  Education,  to  have  selections  from  the  Holy 
Scriptures  for  the  use  of  the  schools  ;  but  at  once  there  was  raised  a 
cry  about  a  *'  Ross  Bible."  That  was  one  of  the  tirst  things  that  made 
me  feel  we  ought  to  have  an  independent  Council  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion that  the  Minister  of  Public  Educationcould  consult,  and  wboRft views 
would  be  recognized,  as  not  dictated  in  the  slightest  degree  by  party 
hopes  and  wishes  or  aims.  It  is  along  that  line  that  we  will  get 
something  like  religious  instruction  in  our  schools,  because  there  is  no 
doubt  about  it  that  there  are  parts  of  Scripture  better  fitted  for  youth 
than  other  parts,  and  these  are  the  parts  that  they  ought  diligently  to 
be  instructe:'  in,  and  to  memorize  and  to  have  the  principles  at  the 
base  of  them  rooted  in  their  minds. 

Now,  I  asked  myself  as  I  listened  to  these  diccussions  in  our 
General  Assembly,  and  read  the  reports  of  other  churches,  what  were 
the  defects  we  ought  to  cure,  and  I  thought  there  were  two  that  we 
specially  ought  to  attend  to.  The  one  was  we  must  get  better 
teachers  ;  the  same  teachers  we  now  have  only  that  they  should  be 
improved,  that  they  should  receive  something  like  systematic  instruc- 
tion. That  is  more  needed  now  than  ever  it  was,  because  we  under- 
stand the  complexity  of  the  Bible  now  as  we  did  not  before. 

The  other  thing  is  what  you  are,  I  am  glad  to  see,  giving  great 
heed  to,  namely,  the  importance  of  home  training.  I  used  always 
to  say,  when  I  was  a  minister,  "  Don't  send  your  children  to  the  Sab- 
bath School  unless  you  intend  to  co-operate  with  the  teacher.  If  you 
are  sending  them  as  a  way  of  getting  rid  of  your  responsibility,  then 
the  Sabbath  School  will  do  nothing  but  harm.  See  that  your  chil- 
dren do  learn  the  lessons  ;  see  that  you  co-operate  with  the  teacher, 
and  then  you  will  find  that  the  Sabbath  School  is  a  blessed  thing  ; 
that  it  makes  them  intimately  acquainted  with  the  other  younger 
members  of  the  congregation  ;  that  it  makes  them  feel  themselves  part 
of  a  great  organization.  Only  along  these  lines  can  the  Sabbath 
School  be  a  real  blessinsr, 

Now  what  is  the  Divine  purpose,  you  askj'in  this  idea'?  It  seems 
to  me  (T  speak  reverently)  that  it  is  this,  not  only  that  the  young  may 
be  fed  with  food  convenient,  but  that  a  society  may  be  formed  that 
shall  be  the  means  of  regenerating  the  whole  earth.  God  works  upcm 
man  through  societies.  He  starts  each  society  by  means  of  an  indi- 
vidual, but  that  individual's  thought  must  be  incarnated  in  that 
society.  You  can  get  hold  of  society  only  through  the  children.  The 
individuals  pass  away  and  are  forgotten  ;  but  other  children  meet 
others,  and  the  intimate  spiritual  relations  that  are  formed  between 
different  members  of  societies  conduct  it  into  what  the  Lord  Jesus  fitly 
called  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  and  in  order  that  this  kingdom  may  be 
established,  it  is  indispensable  that  this  book,  called  rightly  the  Book  of 
Religion,  should  be  studied. 

Now,  what  makes  the  study  of  it  so  hard  in  our  days  is  that  we 
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liave  found  out  that  this  is  not  so  much  a  book  as  a  literature.  When  it 
was  first  given  to  the  public  in  the  days  of  the  Reformation,  they  were 
astonished  with  the  idea  of  finding  that  God  really  had  spoken  to  men 
in  a  book,  and  they  listened  to  it  with  extraordinary,  almost  extrava- 
gant dslight ;  and,  as  the  book  became  commoner,  people  would  carry 
It  about  with  them  as  the  modern  squire  carries  his  shot  belt.  But 
you  don't  find  people  treating  the  Bible  that  way  now.  The  Bible 
oas  become  a  disused  book.  You  go  into  house  after  house  and  find 
it  not  being  used  at  all.  You  never  see  people  reading  it  in  the 
steamboats  or  on  the  trains  ;  and  why  1  Just  because  they  feel  that 
they  don't  understand  it.  There  are  difficulties  which  are  connected 
*?ith  this  great  truth  that  it  is  a  literature  instead  of  a  book,  and 
therefore,  on  account  of  that  difficulty,  you  need  to  have  its  central 
principles  wrought  into  the  minds  of  our  youth,  or  we  shall  never  have 
the  kingdom  of  God  set  up  on  earth  at  all. 

This  seems  to  me  the  Divine  purpose  in  the  ideal.  Reverently  let 
cs  seek  to  carry  it  out ;  let  us  teach  to  our  children  that  they  may 
teach  to  their  children  the  truth  of  God. 

I  welcome  you  as  a  great  army  of  workers  in  this  cause.  I  pray 
that  you  may  go  on  to  greater  and  greater  power.  You  must  be  ever 
pressing  forward,  knowing  that  if  you  live  to  the  age  of  Methuselah, 
there  are  still  heights  and  depths  in  this  volume  to  which  you  would 
not  have  attained. 

May  God  bless  you  in  your  work  and  make  you  a  blessing.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Miss  Bertha  Bramley  at  this  point  sang  very  sweetly  a  solo  en- 
titled, "Jesus,  I  am  Resting  in  the  Joy  of  What  Thou  Art,"  after 
which  the  President  stated  he  had  much  pleasure  in  introducing  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Symonds.  of  Peterboro. 

* 

What  the  Sabbath    School    has    Done    fob  the  Unity  of 

Christian  Life. 

Rev.  H.  Symonds — Principal  Grant  has  shown  us  how  very  ancient 
is  the  idea  of  instruction  for  the  children.  I  think,  however,  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  the  first  definite  mention  of  biblical  instruction 
for  the  people,  young  or  old,  is  that  given  us  in  the  story  of  Ezra,  the 
Scribe,  after  the  Jews  had  returned  from  captivity.  I  think  it  is 
from  this  point  we  may  date  the  development  of  what  has  come  to  be 
to-day  the  Sabbath  School  ;  and  I  mention  it  Mr.  Chairman,  in  this 
particular  connection,  because  we  are  all  of  us  aware  that  this  was  the 
foundation  of  the  Jewish  Synagogue,  and  there  was  nothing  in  the 
whole  experience  of  the  Jews  that  did  so  much  for  the  production  of 
rthe  unity  of  their  life — their  educational  life — as  the  institution  of  the 
Synagogue.     This  people  that,  before  their  captivity,  could  never  be 
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held  together  in  one  by  any  of  the  institutions  Divinely  ordained, 
were  knit  together,  united  together,  bound  together  in  one  great  and 
strong  federation  and  religious  fellowship  by  this  institution  of  the 
synagogue,  which  was  primarily  a  means  of  instruction  in  the  Word 
of  God. 

Now,  my  subject  and  my  object  and  task  is  to  endeavor  to  tell  you 
something  of  what  the  Sabbath  School  has  done  amongst  us  for  the 
promotion  of  Christian  unity — the  unity  of  the  Christian  life.  The 
first  tiling  that  struck  me  as  reniarkaV>le,  when  I  came  to  study  this 
question,  was  that,  from  the  very  beginning,  the  key-note  of  Sabbath 
School  work  has  been  the  very  opposite  of  what  seems  to  have  been  the 
key-note  of  our  business  and  commercial  life.  The  key-note  of  Sab- 
bath School  life  and  work  has  been  co-operation,  but  the  key-note  of 
our  commercial  life  has  been  competition,  and  one  of  the  greatest 
problems  which  society  has  to  solve  to-day  is  how  we  can  increase  in 
every  department  of  life — Cooperation — and  how  we  can  diminish 
that  competition  which  we  feel,  in  many  respects,  is  an  evil  amongst 
us. 

Here,  then,  we  may  say  that  the  Sabbath  School  has  set  an  admir- 
able example.  It  has  been  a  means  of  bringing  unity  into  our  Christian 
life,  because  there  has  been,  from  the  very  inception  jf  the  Sabbath 
School  niovement,  a  continually  growing  tendency  to  co-operation 
instead  of  competition.  And  we  have  seen  that  co-operation  has  been 
eminently  successful ;  so  much  so,  I  suppose,  that  there  is  no  branch 
or  department  of  Christian  activity  which  has  shown  such  marked 
development  as  that  branch  which  we  call  our  Sabbath  School  work. 
In  order  to  illustrate  this  briefly,  I  would  like  to  divide  the  subject 
under  three  heads  : 

(1)  A  means  for  the  production  of  unity  of  the  Christian  life 
through  the  medium  of  the  Sabbath  School,  has  been  the  Convention ; 
then  (2)  we  may  say  there  has  been  the  Sabbath  School  lessons;  and 
(3)  the  Association. 

In  looking  over  the  history  of  Sabbath  School  life  upon  this  conti- 
nent, I  find  that  the  first  National  Convention  of  Sabbath  School 
workers  was  held  in  the  year  1832,  in  the  city  of  New  York.  There 
were  over  220  delegates  present,  representing  fifteen  States ;  and  at 
the  third  National  Convention,  which  was  held  so  long  ago  as  1859, 
seventeen  States  were  represented,  besides  a  delegate  from  Great 
Britain.  In  the  year  1868,  the  question  of  an  International  Conven- 
tion was  first  mooted  ;  and  in  April,  1869,  at  the  city  of  Newark, 
there  wore  twenty-eight  States  represented;  and,  in  addition  to  this, 
to  show  how  rapidly  this  nioveraent  had  grown,  there  were  represented 
Canada,  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  Egypt  and  South  Africa.  In  all 
there  were  526  delegates.  At  the  next  Convention,  which  was  held 
in  Indianapolis  in  1872,  Canada,  Great  Britain  and  India  were  repre- 
sented, and  communications  were  received  from  Associations  in  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  France,  Switzerland  and  Holland.    It  was  at  this  great 
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Convention  that  the  uniform  lesson  scheme,  known  to  us  as  the  Inter- 
national Lessons,  was  evolved.  Then  comes  the  first  International 
Convention,  which  was  held  at  Baltimore.  At  this  Convention  not 
less  that  sixty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one  Sabbath 
Schools  reported,  with  a  meral)ership  of  six  millions  and  a  half  of 
children  and  teachers,  twenty  Canadian  representatives  being  present. 

In  Toronto,  in  1881,  we  have  the  first  International  Convention 
:ivhich  was  held  on  Canadian  ground,  and  the  reports  tell  us  that  it 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  of  them  all.  But  the  unifvinc  work  of 
the  Sabbath  School  Convention  only  reached  its  climax  witli  the  In- 
ternational Convention  that  we  find,  in  the  year  1889,  which,  I  sup- 
pose, was  the  greatest  Sabbath  School  assembly  which  had  ever  been 
h<'ld  up  to  that  date,  meeting  in  the  city  of  London,  England.  It 
was  called  the  World's  Convention  of  Sabbath  Schools,  861  delegates 
being  present.  On  that  occasion,  it  was  said  that  this  great  •"e<^ting 
liad  contributed  not  only  to  fraternity  amongst  Sabbath  School  work- 
ers, but  to  fraternity  amongst  the  nations  of  the  world. 

I  will  pass  on  now  to  a  word  or  two  about  the  International  Lesson, 
We  have  been  told  by  Professor  Haniill  that  it  was  inaugurated  in 
1872  with  the  utmost  enthusiasm.  Now,  there  are  just  two  features, 
pne  about  the  International  Lesson,  and  one  refers  back  again  to  the 
World's  Convention,  which  I  would  like  to  draw  your  attention  to. 
They  strike  me  as  being  the  happiest  kind  of  coincidence.  The  lessons 
were  adopted  on  April  19th,  and  April  19th  was  the  day  on  which 
^he  Britains  and  Americans  held  their  first  sanguinary  conflict  in  the 
great  American  War  of  Independence.  On  one  April  19th  we  see 
two  countries  separating,  and  on  this  other  April  19th,  under  the 
influence  of  a  united  Sunday  School  meeting,  we  see  the  Americans 
and  Canadians  and  Britains  uniting  together  for  the  common  instruc 
tion  of  their  children. 

* 

Then  another  interesting  thing  is,  that  the  World's  Convention,  of 
which  I  have  already  spoken,  was  held  on  July  4th,  the  day  of  national 
independence  of  the  United  States.  There,  again,  we  see  a  striking 
comparison  between  the  first  July  4th  and  July  4tli,  1899,  when 
American  delegates,  and  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  world  were 
assemliled  in  London  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  themselves  in  a  closer 
bond  in  those  lessons.  I  find  there  a  striking  testimony  to  its  unify- 
ing power  has  been  given  by  various  speakers. 

Rev.  Warren  Randolph,  an  Anglican,  who  was  acting  as  secre- 
tary, has  made  these  striking  remarks  :  "  United  Bible  study  is  the 
Strongest  bond  of  Christian  union.  Christian  union  cannot  be  brought 
about  by  the  resolutions  of  popular  assemblies.  Nor  can  it  be  entirely 
assured  by  united  Christian  work.  As  we  come  to  a  better  under- 
standing of  the  great  charter  of  our  common  faith,  our  hearts  will  be 
knit  together  and  our  eyes  will  see  alike." 

Now,  just  a  word  upon  three  different  thoughts  upon  the  subject  of 
association.     The  Canadian  Sunday  School  work  is    most  excellently 
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and  perfectly  organized,  as  it  seems  to  me,  in  our  own  County  of 
Peterboro',  in  which  I  have  the  most  experience.  We  have  our 
county  convention,  and  we  have  our  association  ;  we  have  our  town 
association,  but  over  and  above  that  we  have  the  township  associa- 
tion ;  and  those  meetings  are  held  sometimes  in  the  back  country  ; 
and  they  are,  it  seems  to  me,  the  most  valuable  meetings  that  could 
possibly  be  held.  Some  of  the  very  happiest  days  of  my  life  have 
been  spent  in  work,  and  speaking  and  hearing  others  speak  in  the 
little  churches,  which  are  to  be  found  scattered  sparsely  enough  in  the 
distant  backwoods  of  our  northern  Ontario. 

When  T  prepared  this  address  I  had  these  three  divisions.  I  thought 
it  was  good  to  adhere  to  them,  but  since  I  have  been  here  I  have 
learned  of  one  other,  and  I  want  to  say  just  a  word  about  that,  and 
that  is  House  to  House  Visitation. 

In  the  city  of  Toronto  a  movement  has  been  inaugurated,  which  I 
think  is  destined  to  do  a  very  great  deal  toward  promoting  the  unity 
of  our  Christian  life.  I  refer  to  the  House  to  House  Visitation.  Here 
you  have  really  and  directly  a  work  of  Christian  unity.  There  is  a 
union  amongst  those  who  are  laboring  together  for  this  object,  which 
would  have  been  perfectly  inconceivable  a  few  years  ago.  So  that  I 
feel  sure  the  lessons  which  the  Sunday  Schools,  the  associations,  the 
conventions,  the  International  Sunday  School  Leaflet,  and  the  House 
to  House  Visitation,  are  bringing  before  us  will  not  be  lost;  and  that 
in  a  real  sense,  perhaps  more  real  than  ever  before,  we  are  united 
together  for  the  promotion  of  the  common  labor  and  the  common 
work,  and  therefore  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  manifest  forth  to 
the  world  something  of  that  unity  which  already  prevails,  no  doubt, 
largely  enough  in  our  own  individual  breasts  and  hearts.  We  who 
are  assembled  here  on  behalf  of  our  Sunday  School  work,  feel  that 
there  is  an  atmosphere  of  joy,  real  joy,  that  stirs  us  up  as  we  contem- 
plate our  work  ;  as  we  meet  together  without  asking  particularly 
whether  we  are  Anglicans,  or  Presbyterians,  or  Methodists,  we  say, 
"  Behold  how  good  and  joyful  a  thing  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell 
together  in  unity,"  and  when  the  day  comes  when  we  are  united 
together,  in  whatsoever  particular  form  that  union  may  come  to  us,  I 
feel  sure  that  we  shall  see  clearly  enough  how  wonderfully  the  way 
was  prepared  for  the  greater  unity  through  the  medium  of  Sunday 
School  work. 

Let  U3  not  forget,  fellow- workers  in  the  Sunday  Schools,  and  fellow- 
workers  in  the  churches,  that  we,  so  far  as  our  religious  life  is  con- 
cerned, so  far  as  our  practical  activities  are  concerned,  that  we  are  all 
laboring  and  working  and  meeting  together  under  a  flag  which  is  not 
national ;  which  knows  no  distinction  of  color  and  race,  or  of  rich  and 
poor ;  where  there  is  neither  Greek  nor  Jew,  circurasicision  or  uncir- 
cumcision,  barbarian  or  Cythian,  bond  or  free  ;  but  we  are  all  one,  and 
under  the  flag  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  all  of  us  are  laborin},' 
together.     (Applause.) 
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Rev.  Mr.  Halpenny. — Mr.  President,  Fellow-Secretaries,  and  Chris- 
tian Fellow-Sunday-School  Workers, — I  am  glad  to  have  this  privilege 
of  looking  into  the  faces  of  the  Ontario  Sunday-School  workers,  and 
greeting  them.  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  though  we  are  for- 
gotten, to  some  extent,  by  many  of  you,  we  are,  in  a  certain  sense, 
the  centre  from  which  you  have  come  out.  Coming,  as  I  do,  from  the 
commercial  city  of  this  country,  Montreal,  I  also  come  from  the  place 
where  the  Sunday  School  work  of  this  Dominion  l)egan. 

The  last  speaker  has  just  told  you  of  the  date,  1832,  when  the  first 
Convention  on  this  continent  was  held.  I  am  proud  to  have  under 
my  charge  an  unbroken  record  of  the  Canadian  Sunday-School 
Union  since  1836.  At  one  time  our  laborers  went  all  the  way 
from  Toronto  to  the  East,  and  now  I  see  we  have  a  very  full- 
grown  child  in  Ontario,  and  one  in  New  Brunswick,  and  one  in 
Nova  Scotia,  and  the  mother  is  perhaps  growing  smaller  and 
older  all  the  while.  (Applause.)  However,  we  are  still  at  work, 
laboring  in  the  face  of  great  difficulties,  such  as  it  would  not  be  wise 
to  stop  to  explain.  Still  we  labor  ;  still  we  rejoice,  and  still  we  gladly 
welcome  workers  from  here  when  they  come  to  visit  us,  and  we  are 
^lad  to  come  and  see  you,  to  greet  you,  and  assure  you  that  our  heart 
is  with  you  in  the  work,  and  that  we,  with  you,  realize  that  whatever 
the  difiiculties  may  be,  either  here  or  yonder,  the  work  is  the  same, 
And,  thank  God,  the  reward  is  the  same.  I  am  very  glad  to  greet  you 
in  the  name  of  the  Sunday  School  Union  of  the  Province  of  Quebec. 
(Applause.) 

The  closing  hymn,  "  Abide  With  Me,"  was  sung,  after  which  the 
Rev.  Mr.  McCauley  pronounced  the  benediction. 
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WEDyESDAY  MORXING,    OCTOBER  ,24th 

Devotional  exercises  led  l»y  Mr.  J.  W.  Hidgkway. 

Mr.  John  A.  Patkus6n  moved,  duly  seconded,  that  the  Secretary 
be  empowered  to  send  a  littinj,'  reply  to  the  kind   words  of  welcom«i 
addressed  to  the  Convention  by  the  Workers  of  the  Town   of  Brock 
ville.     Carried. 

rp:port  of  general  executive. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Fkizzkll  presented  and  read  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Committee  which,  after  some  discussion,  on  motion  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Frizzell,  duly  seconded,  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Your  Committee  presents  this  the  last  report  of  the  century  with 
mingled  feelings.  We  are  awed  with  the  thought  of  the  responsiliility 
thrown  upon  the  Provincial  SaUbath  School  Association  during  thf 
last  thirty-five  years  of  its  existence,  and  tremble  for  fear  we  have  not 
as  we  migb  gone  up  and  "  possessed  the  land  "  in  the  interests  of  the 
continually-rising  generations.  And  yet  we  are  thankful  that  the 
privilege  has  been  ours,  during  these  closing  years  of  the  century,  of 
bestowing  nmch  thought,  ol  otf'ering  many  prayers,  and  of  expending 
much  time  and  labor  in  the  interests  of  the  young. 

W^e  have,  in  Ontario  alone,  nearly  0,000  Sabbath  Schools,  over 
51,000  otHcers  and  teachers,  with  an  enrollment  of  nearly  half  a 
million  scholars.  What  proportion  of  influence  thiis  Association  has 
exerted  in  accomplishing  this  grand  result  we  cannot  definitely  com- 
pute. 

But  of  this  we  are  sure,  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  Province  that 
has  not  felt  the  beneficial  effects  of  our  Association's  work.  And  for 
this  we  are  profoundly  thankful  to  Him  who  has  been  pleased  to  so 
abundantly  bless  our  united  efforts. 

To  Him  be  all  the  praise  forever. 

The  past  year  has  brought  rather  i  ore  than  the  'ordinary  amount 
of  anxiety  to  your  Committee,  o\Mi;f;,  to  so  many  changes  having  taken 
place  in  the  staff  of  orticers.  Sine  last  Convention  two  new  Secre 
taries  have  been  appointed — one  to  succeed  Mr.  Alfred  Day,  as  Gen- 
eral Secrotary,  in  the  person  of  J.  A.  Jackson,  B.A.,  and  the  other,  in 
the  person  of  Mr.  Thomas  Yellowlees,  in  the  place  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Tibb, 
who  had  been  temporarily  filling  the  position  oK  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary. Mr.  Yellowlees  is  now  known  as  our  Associate  Secretary.  He 
entered  upon  his  work  on  the  3rd  day  of  January,  and  since  then  has 
been  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office  with  much  fidelity,  and  with 
an  ability  that  affords  hope  for  the  future.  Mr.  Jackson  was  installed 
in  ofl[ice  on  the  16th  of  July,  and  immediately  set  about  putting  him- 
self in  touch  with  the  details  of  the  work.     His  past  record,  combined 
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with  his  present  attainments,  lead  us  to  hope  that  he  will  prove  a  wor- 
thy successor  to  the  man  who  so  ably  tilled  the  otKce  before  him. 

It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  your  Coinmittee,  and  it  may  be  to 
you,  to  know  that  both  these  gcuitlemt'ii  were  elected  unanimously, 
and  enter  upon  their  work  with  the  sympathy  and  heartv  cooperation 
of  all. 

The  call  of  our  late  General  Secretary,  Mr.  A.  Day,  to  another 
■phere  of  labor,  caused  much  anxiety  about  the  future  of  the  work. 
For  over  thirteen  years  Mr.  Day  liati  been  a  conspi(;uous  ligure  in  the 
Sabbath  School  work  of  the  Province.  We  all  learned  to  respect  his 
ability,  fidelity  and  perseverance  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  and 
gladly  accord  him  a  large  share  of  the  credit,  under  (Jod,  in  making 
this  Association  such  a  blessing  to  the  Province.  Your  appreciation 
(A  his  valued  services  was  recogni/.ed  in  presenting  him,  through  your 
President,  witb  a  suitable  and  VjeautifuUy-illuminated  address.  The 
address  closed  with  the  prayer  that  God  would  greatly  bless  him  in 
his  new  sphere.     In  that  prayer  we  all  heartily  join. 

At  the  semi-annual  meeting  in  April,  the  resignation  of  your  Treas- 
urer, Mr.  11.  J.  Score,  was  regretfully  accepted.  A  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  was  tendered  him  in  view  of  very  etlicient  services  rendered  as 
Treasurer.  Mr.  William  Hamilton  was  unanimously  chosen  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Score,  and  since  then  he  has  been  discharging  the  duties  of 
the  otlice  with  conspicuous  zeal  and  ability. 

These  changes  in  the  stati' entailed  a  larger  number  of  Committee 
meetings  than  usual,  both  of  the  General  and  Central.  Since  the  close  of 
the  Convention  in  Gait,  the  General  Committee  met  four  times.  The 
Central  meets  regularly  every  month,  and  oftenerj  as  occasion 
demands. 

Work. 

The  general  work  of  your  Committee  naturally  falls  into  depart- 
ments There  is  the  department  of  Normal  Work,  of  Primary  Work, 
of  Organization,  of  Finance,  of  Home  Department  and  House-to-House 
Visitation,  of  Mission  Supply,  with  a  number  of  other  departments 
looming  up,  such  as  Decision  Day,  the  Cradle  RoU,  and  White  Rib- 
bon Movement.  All  departments  authorized  l)y  the  Convention  are 
under  the  special  oversight  of  a  sub-committee,  wliich  reports  to  the 
Central  Executive  every  month,  through  its  Convener.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  note  the  deep  interest  each  committee  takes  in  its  own  depart- 
ment, without  in  the  least  diminishing  its  interest  in  the  general  work 
0|f  the  Association, 

Home  Department  and  House-to-House  Visitation. 

The  success  attending  this  department  of  our  work  affords  ground 
both  for  thankfulness  and  encouragement.  Encouraged  bj-  the  results 
dl  the  "  House-to-House  Visitation  in  Ward  1,  in  Toronto,  last  Octo 
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ber,  in  which  scores  of  families  were  discovered  to  the  churches  not 
previously  known  to  them,  a  similar  work  was  carried  out  in  the  other 
live  Wards  of  the  city  last  March.  About  two  thousand  visitors  were 
employed  in  making  the  canvass,  and  the  work  was  carried  through 
with  as  much  satisfaction  as  could  be  expected  where  the  workers 
were  all  volunteers. 

Under  the  inspiration  derived  from  this  canvass,  efforts  were  made 
to  induce  other  cities  to  undertake  a  similar  work.  In  several  of 
them  the  matter  is  now  under  consideration,  and  it  is  hoped  the  good 
work  will  extend  into  the  towns  and  rural  districts  in  the  Province. 
North  Bay  has  already  had  a  successful  canvass.  This  work  lays  a 
good  foundation  for  the  Home  Department.  Recognizing  this,  the 
Sub-committee  sent  out  Home  Department  literature  to  ministers  and 
to  Sabbath  School  Superintendents  in  Toronto,  urging  upon  them  the 
importance  of  enibraoing  the  present  opportunity  for  extending  Home 
Department  work.  Would  it  be  too  much  to  hope  that,  before  the 
century  closes,  every  home  in  Ontario  should  be  visited  in  connection 
with  this  department,  with  the  view  of  bringing  both  young  and  old 
into  closer  affiliation  with  the  Sabbath  School  and  Church  %  Your 
new  Treasurer,  Mr.  William  Hamilton,  is  the  able  Convener,  and  will 
be  pleased  to  aid  the  work  in  every  way  possible. 

Normal  Work. 

Mr.  George  M.  Lee  is  the  untiring  Convener  of  the  Committee, 
under  whose  charge  this  department  is.  During  the  past  year  he  has 
kept  the  work  well  to  the  front,  not  only  in  committee,  but  also 
throughout  the  Province.  He  assures  us  that  the  number  studying; 
the  Normal  Course  is  actually  on  the  increase,  although  the  number 
presenting  themselves  for  examination  is  less  this  year  than  last.  New 
classes  were  formed  during  the  year  in  Abingdon,  Bracebridge, 
Carsonby,  City  View,  Fallowfield,  Malakoff,  Merivale,  Mosgrove, 
Stittsville,  Eglington,  Gait,  Gravenhurst,  lona,  Islington,  Toronto, 
Wallacetown  and  Waterford. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  students,  residing  in  35  different  localities  of 
the  Province,  enrolled  tiiis  year.  Of  these,  26  tried  the  examinations 
in  whole  or  part.  Examinations  were  held  in  12  different  localities, 
Certificates  have  been  granted  to  10,  but  only  two  have  completed  the 
course,  and  have  been  awarded  our  diplomas.  The  presiding  examiners, 
as  well  as  those  who  framed  the  questions  and  examined  the  papers, 
deserve  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  Association. 

The  hope  is  strongly  expressed  that  a  much  larger  number  of  our 
young  men  and  women  will  take  a  deeper  interest  in  this  work  in 
coming  years;  a  work,  the  Convener  declares,  which  is  the  "key  stone 
of  the  arch  of  successful  Sabbath  School  work." 
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Organization. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Maclaren,  the  efficient  Convener  of  the  Sub-comiriittee  on 
Organization,  reports  as  follows  : 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  several  of  the  cities  in  the  western 
portion  of  the  Province  were  visited  by  the  General  Secretary,  Mr. 
Day,  accompanied  by  the  International  General  Secretary,  Mr. 
Lawrence,  and  on  a  portion  of  the  tour  by  our  Associate  Secretary, 
Mr.  Yellowlees.  Successful  meetings  were  held  in  Toronto,  Guelph, 
Stratford,  St.  Thomas  and  Windsor.  Where  regular  city  organi- 
zations do  not  exist.  Superintendents'  Unions  were  formed,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  through  these  there  may  be  a  closer  affiliation  with  the 
Provincial. 

A  similar  meeting  was  arranged  by  Professor  Hamill,  in  the  city  of 
Ottawa,  for  the  Sunday  and  Monday  preceding  the  Brockville  Con- 
vention, and  this,  it  is  hoped,  will  secure  re-organization  in  that  city. 

Since  the  appointment  of  the  new  General  Secretary  active  steps 
have  been  taken  to  secure  more  detailed  information  regarding  county 
and  township  Associations.  This  will  be  of  great  value  in  prosecuting 
the  work  of  organization  during  the  coming  year 

The  committee  on  organization  also  planned  a  missionary  tour  for 
August  in  Muskoka.  The  report  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hassard  and  Mr. 
Yellowlees  will  give  the  details  of  this  work  at  the  fourteen  points 
visited. 

Primary  Department. 

The  Committee  in  charge  of  this  department  under  the  convener- 
ship  of  Mrs.  Laine,  has  met  six  times  during  tlie  year.  Nineteen 
hundred  copies  of  Primary  Leaflet  No.  3,  have  been  distributed  at 
conventions,  or  sent  out  from  the  office.  Primary  Leaflet  No.  4  has 
last  been  issued,  containing,  among  other  things,  a  helpful  Normal 
leaf  by  Rev.  John  McEwen. 

There  are  seven  Primary  Unions  organized  throughout  the  Province, 
as  follows :  Toronto,  Guelph,  Hamilton,  !?it.  Catharines,  Meaford, 
Brampton  and  Keene. 

The  Cradle  Roll  is  also  receiving  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
Committee,  and  is  looked  upon  by  your  committee  as  an  important 
means  for  the  still  greater  development  of  Sabbath  School  work 
throughout  the  Pro-,  lace. 

Mission  Supply. 

Following  is  the  substance  of  the  report  of  the  Subcommittee  on 
Mission  Supply,  of  which  Rev.  John  McEwen  is  Convener : 

No  application  for  books  or  paper's  from  the  northern  and  newer 
settlements,  and  only  two  offers  of  books  and  papers  to  be  allocated, 
so  that  the  committee  is  without  opportunity  and  comparatively  with- 
out material  (or  this  department  o*   work.     In  view  of  the  above 
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situation  the  Committee  recommends  ;  "That  it  be  an  instruction  to 
those  to  be  appointed  for  missionary  work  in  northern  and  newer 
Ontario  to  make  inquiries  in  regard  to  necessities  for  books  and 
papers,  taking  note  of  to  whom,  ivhere  and  what  denomination  of 
School  sucli  supplies  may  be  sent,  and  report  at  the  office  in  Toronto." 


Finance. 

As  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  will  present  a  full 
report  on  this  question,  details  need  not  be  given  here.  Let  it  be 
remembered,  however,  that  the  success  of  our  work  depends  largely 
upon  the  efficient  maintenance  of  this  department.  Had  you  not  put 
at  the  disposal  of  this  Association  sufficient  means  to  keep  Secretaries 
at  work,  both  in  the  office  and  in  the  tield,  and  to  aid  the  International 
work,  thus  enabling  us  to  invite  leading  Sabbath  School  workers  from 
across  the  lines,  we  would  not  be  able  to-day  to  look  back  on  such  a 
record  of  good  work  accomplished.  As  it  is,  we  stand  well  to  the 
front  in  this  Province  of  Ontario,  both  in  methods  and  in  workers,  ir 
this  grand  Sabbath  School  enterprise,  and  look  forward  with  ui*- 
bounded  hope,  relying  upon  the  same  Divine  keeper  who  has  so 
graciously  favored  us  with  His  blessing  in  the  past. 

The  following  recommendations  are  submitted  for  your  consideration 
and  adoption  : 

1.  That  County  and  Township  officers  be  earnestly  requested  to 
send  the  names  of  Superintendents  within  their  bounds  to  the  head 
office  in  Toronto,  so  that  every  school  may  be  kept  in  touch  with  the 
Central  Organization. 

2.  That  Superintendents'  Unions  be  organized  as  far  as  possible,  in 
all  the  cities  and  larger  towns. 

3.  That  our  Central  Executive  request  the  Evangelical  Alliance  to 
incorporate  in  the  list  of  topics  for  the  Week  of  I*rayer :  "  The 
Sabbath  Schools  of  the  Country." 

4.  That  all  county,  city,  town  and  township  organizations  adopt  the 
House  to  House  Visitation  project,  and  'that  besides  urging  (at  con- 
ventions) upon  all  their  individual  schools  the  benefit  of  Home 
Department  work,  they  appoint  an  officer  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
throughout  the  year  to  promote  House  to  House  visitation  and  the 
organization  of  Home  Departments. 

5.  That  county  and  township  organizations  be  asked  to  urge  upon 
teaches  the  importance  of  giving  more  attention  to  Normal  Training, 
with  a  view  to  greater  efficiency  in  class  teaching. 

G.  That  in  citier,  towns  and  villages,  an  effort  be  made  to  form 
Union  Classes  for  the  study  of  Normal  lessons,  or  to  form  a  Normal 
class  in  connection  with  each  school  ;  or  to  study  the  Normal  lesson 
in  connection  with  the  regular  Bible  classes. 

7.  That  the  county  organizations  be  requested  to  appoint  a  Normal 
Superintendejit,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prosecute  Normal  work. 
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8.  That    each    county    or   township   appoint   a   Superintendent   of 
Primary  work,  and  that  the  names  of  such  be  forwarded  to  the  office 
of  the  Association,  and  emphasize  anew  our  request  that  all  conven" 
tions,   either  in  county  or  township,  give  Primary  work  a  prominent 
place  on  their  programme. 

9.  That  the  Cradle  Roll  be  adopted  as  part  of  our  Primary  work. 

10.  That  Primary  Unions  be  established  wherever  practicable. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

i  Wm.  Frizzell,   Chairman  of  General  Executive. 

Dated  this  25th  day  of  October,  1900. 


The  reports  of  the  General  and  Associate  Secretaries  and  of  the 
Treasurer  were  presented  and  duly  adopted. 

m 

GENERAL  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

Dear  Friends  of  the  Sabbath  School, — During  the  year  which 
has  elapsed  since  last  you  assembled  in  annual  convention,  the  God 
whom  we  serve  has  been  pleased  to  remove  to  another  field  of  useful- 
ness your  late  General  Secretary,  Mr.  Alfred  Day  ;  and  through  the 
instrumentality  of  your  General  Executive  to  designate  me  as  his 
successor.  Having  taken  office  but  three  months  ago,  I  come  before 
you  with  this  my  first  report,  feeling  mucli  trepidation  in  attempting 
to  perform  the  duties  which  have  thus  fallen  to  my  lot  satisfactorily 
to  even  myself  ;  and  yet,  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the  high  honor  con- 
ferred upon  me  in  being  selected  for  such  an  onerous  position.  I 
would  solicit  for  myself  and  for  the  work  entrusted  to  me  a  continu- 
ation of  thrrt  kindly  sympathy  and  hearty  co-operation  wi  ..h  you 
were  wont  'o  extend  to  my  able  and  honored  predecessor. 

Pursuf'  »  to  (he  arrangements  with  the  General  Executive  at  the 
time  of  t'  '.  ').  ointment,  I  assumed  the  duties  of  the  General  Secre- 
tary shii..  o  ■  jj  16th  last.  Since  that  date  I  have  done  my  best  to  get 
acquainted  v/  L  the  internal  management  of  the  ofiice,  the  character 
of  the  work  devolving  upon  me,  the  needs  of  the  field,  and  the  best 
method  of  satisfying  these.  The  task  has  been  a  heavy  one ;  but  I 
begin  to  feel  that  though  my  progress  has  been  slow,  I  am  gradually 
acquiring  some  of  the  knowledge  I  need  to  possess.  I  am,  therefore, 
hopeful  that  as  the  days  go  by,  I  shall  be  able  to  give  more  efficient 
service. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Central  Executive  after  my  reaching 
the  cffi^  ,  which  occurred  on  July  19th,  I  found  the  arrangements 
for  th'  ''esent  gathering  were  beginning  to  receive  attention.  I 
was,  thixefore,  entrusted  with  many  of  the  detailw  in  the  preparation 
of  the  programme  which  will  be  presented.      I  have  also  spent  con- 
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siderable  time  in  company  with  the  Treasurer  in  an  endeavor  to  get 
our  finances  into  as  favorable  a  condition  as  possible  before  the  year 
closed.  These,  with  other  matters  which  engaged  my  attention, 
required  a  great  amount  of  clerical  work,  details  of  which  would  be 
uninteresting  here.  Besides  this,  I  have  attended  seven  conventions 
in  all — four  township  and  three  county — where  I  have  delivered  twelve 
addresses,  and  to  reach  which  it  was  necessary  to  travel  aljout 
thirteen  hundred  miles. 

In  my  efforts  to  become  acquainted  with  our  work,  I  have  noticed 
some  things  which  I  consider  weaknesses,  and  which  it  seems  to  me 
must  sooner  or  later  receive  very  careful  and  thoughtful  consideration 
on  your  part,  if  this  organization  is  to  keep  pace  with  the  times.  As 
my  experience  is  yet  very  limited,  and  my  knowledge  of  the  field  of 
necessity  meagre,  it  is,  perhaps,  too  soon  for  nie  to  propose  any  very 
radical  changer  'r,  present  methods  or  policy,  or  even  suggest  them  to 
you.  8uch  mai  ?  -  n  be  safely  left  for  some  future  date  when  n)Y 
present  conviction  dl  have  either  become  more  settled  or  shall 
have  been  modified  -^j  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  field  and  its 
needs. 

Before  closing  my  report,  however,  I  desire  to  express  my  verv 
sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  to  all  with  whom  I  have  come  in  contact 
since  assuming  my  present  position,  for  the  universal  kindness  and 
sympathy  which  I  have  met ;  and  also  for  many  cheering  expres 
sions  of  encouragement  which  !ir.ve  tended  in  no  small  degree  ti 
lighten  the  burdens  which  at  times  have  lain  very  heavy.  I  am 
especially  indebted  to  Messrs.  Yellowlees  and  Hamilton,  the  Associate 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  respectively,  for  their  assistance  in  acquiring 
a  knowledge  of  the  details  of  the  work. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


J.  A.  Jackson,  General  Secretary. 


REPORT   OF   ASSOCIATE   SECRETARY. 

Dear  Bretiirex.— The  Associate  Secretary,  in  submitting  his  re 
port,  recognizes  the  beneficent  liand  of  a  kind  Providence,  which  ha^ 
i)een  directing  and  guiding,  and  who,  amid  the  many  changes  of  tlif 
year,  has  not  permitted  the  work  to  suffer.  When  by  your  kindnesi 
I  received  my  appointment,  I  determined  to  avail  myself  of  ever; 
opportunity  of  familiarizing  myself,  and  getting  in  touch  with,  tlif 
workers  and  the  work,  and  early  in  the  year  commenced  a  visitatioi 
of  the  Sabbath  Schools,  and  have  made  in  Jiil  sixty-two  visits,  twent} 
being  in  the  country  and  forty-two  in  tlie  city,  and,  with  four  excep 
tions,  was  invited  ,to  address  them.  In  every  case  marked  kindnes 
and  attention  was  shown  your  representative.     The  resignation  o 
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Mr.  Alfred  Day,  your  late  General  Secretary,  who  for  so  many 
years  had  labored  faithfully,  was  a  cause  for  much  concern,  and 
M?as  received  with  deep  regret,  and  the  vacancy  in  the  office  for  three 
iooonths  until  the  appointment  of  his  successor  necessarily  increased 
ioay  duties.  In  addition  to  the  work  of  the  office,  every  invitation  for 
6utside  appointments  which  reached  me  was  accepted.  I  attended 
eighteen  conventions,  visiting  the  following  places  :  Uxbridge,  Sharon, 
Ijindsay,  Omemee,  Dundas,  Thornhill,  Dutton,  West  Lome,  Port 
|lobinson,  Sparta,  Mount  Vernon,  Gill,  Seaforth,  York  Mills,  Edgar, 
Brighton,  Markdale,  Tossorontio.  T  have  also  conducted  forty-one 
Sabbath  services,  twenty  of  these  being  in  the  country  and  twenty- 
One  in  the  city.  These  have  not  all  been  directly  in  connection  with 
SaV)bath  School  work,  yet  its  interests  have  never  beta  overlooked. 
The  preaching  services  invariably  brought  me  in  contact  with  our 
Sabbath  Schools,  and  thus  I  was  enabled  to  visit  more  on  that 
account.  During  the  nine  months  of  my  service  I  have  delivered 
forty-nine  addresses  on  different  phases  of  Sabbath  School  work,  and 
begin  to  realize  more  fully  its  needs  and  demands. 

As  the  House  to  House  Visitation,  though  not  necessarily  a  part  of 
the  office  duties,  yet  was  proposed,  planned  and  put  into  execution 
largely  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Wm.  Hamilton,  the  esteemed 
convener  of  our  Home  Department  Committee,  a  portion  of  the  work 
necessarily  had  to  be  undertaken  by  the  office,  and  whatever  services 
were  necessary  were  rendered  with  pleasure,  as  I  believe  that  this  is 
destined  to  be  a  very  important  feature  of  our  work. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Jackson  to  the  office  of  General  Sec- 
retary, and  his  entrance  upon  his  work  in  July,  is  cause  for  congratu- 
lation. Our  relationship  has  been  of  the  most  cordial  nature,  and  our 
aim  will  be  to  render  the  best  service  possible,  in  our  individual,  as 
well  as  our  associate,  capacity.  Reference  will,  no  doubt,  be  niade  by 
the  General  Secretary  to  our  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  standing  of  the 
counties  of  the  Province,  and  their  relationship  to  our  work.  I  will 
refer,  therefore,  only  to  the  cities.  At  pretient  we  are  receiving  finan- 
cial aid  from  a  goodly  number  of  them,  as  our  financial  statement 
will  show,  although  there  are  only  a  few  of  them  under  organization. 

Guelph  has  an  active  union,  and  is  doing  splendid  work. 
Windsor  reports  organization  ;  London,  Hamilton,  Toronto,  St. 
Catharines,  Brantford,  Belleville,  have  no  active  organization,  yet 
they  are  rendering  splendid  service  in  the  financial  help  given  to 
our  work.  St.  Thomas  was  organized  last  April,  and  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Wallace,  in  sending  their  contribution,  makes  the  following 
Statement :  "  We  hold  monthly  meetings,  and  have  a  report  from 
•each  Superintendent,  and  topics,  such  as  '  Methods  of  Conduct- 
Jng  Sunday  Schools,'  '  How  to  Hold  the  Boys,'  etc.,  have  proved  very 
interesting.  A  mass  meeting  of  all  the  schools  on  September  30th 
Was  an  important  event."  During  my  attendance  at  Conventions  I 
made  a  number  of  personal  calls  in  the   financial    interests  of  our 
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work,  and  visited  London,  St.  Thomas,  Hamilton,  Guelph  and  Brant- 
ford,  with  a  view  to  enlisting  a  more  active  sympathy.  At  the 
request  of  the  executive,  along  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hassard,  I  was 
asked  to  visit  Muskoka  in  the  interests  of  our  Association.  The 
Muskoka  executive  kindly  arranged  our  meetings,  and  made  fourteen 
appointments.  The  attendance  in  some  cases  was  disappointing,  but 
we  neither  lost  heart  nor  hope,  and  bravely  suited  ourselves  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  situation.  Perhaps  some  may  think  that  this  trip 
was  a  holiday ;  but  rising  to  catch  steamboats  at  six  in  the  morning, 
driving  over  rough  roads  until  midnight,  holding  a  meeting  every  day 
of  the  week,  and  three  on  the  Sabbath,  should  dispel  that  theory. 
Although  not  pure  recreation,  I  found  the  work  quite  enjoyable, 
though  at  the  same  time  hard  enough — enjoyable  because  we  were 
the  bearers  of  a  word  of  cheer  to  the  workers  in  the  sparsely  settled 
districts  of  Muskoka. 

In  closing  my  report,  1  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  kind  cour- 
tesy receivtti,  and  my  indebtedness  to  members  of  the  executive  for 
assistance  rendered  in  many  ways.  The  work  itself  has  not  only 
been  a  pleasure  but  a  blessing.  May  our  aim  and  object  be,  as  au 
association,  to  put  new  energy  into  our  work,  that  we  may  "  Enduri' 
hardness  as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ,"  that  as  He  leads  we  may 
follow,  until  our  labor  is  ended,  our  warfare  accomplished. 


Thos.  Yellowlees,  Secretary. 
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SABBATH  SCHOOL  ASSOCIAT^N  OF  ONTARIO. 
List  of  contributions  to  the  funds  of  the  Association  in  the  years  named  below. 


'94-'95 


'95-'96      '96-'97 


'97-'98 


'98-'99 


'99-'00 


%. 


By  Counties— 

Algoma   

Biant  

Bruce,  East    

Bruce,  West 

Bruce,  North 

•    Carleton 

Dundas   

Durham,  East    

Durham,  West 

Dufferin 

:  Eilgin,  East    

Elgin,  West 

Essex 

Frontenac,  South . . . . 

Frontenac,  North . .  . . 

••.'■  Orey,  East 

2  Orey,  Soulli  

Grey,  North 

Grenville    

Glengarry 

Haldimand 

Halton    

Huron 

Hastings,  North   . .  . . 

Hastings,  South    . .  . . 

Hastings,  West     . . . . 

Haliburton 

Kent    

Lennox  &  Addington, 

Leeds  

Lambton       

Lanark    

Lincoln   

Middlesex 

Muskoka    

Manitoulin 

Norfolk 

Northumberland  . . . , 

Nipissing  , .  . . 

Ontario,  North 

( )ntario.  South 

Oxford 

Peel  

Peterboro' 

Prince  Edward 

I'rescott 

Perth 


$46  OOi  $23  00 
2  00 

11  00 


35  00 
30  00 

41  00 
25  00 

10  00 
1  00 

28  75 
6  49 

3  50 

11  54 

4  66 
21  00 
20  OOj 
50  00| 
91  00! 
81  84 

42  00 

4*66 
6  00 

87  66 

5  00 
76  50 

6  o6 

30  00 
13  26 

loi  66 

36  00 

1317 
50  00 
44  00 
78  00 
75  00 
32  00 
40  00 
64  26! 


9  00 
45  00 

48  00 
48  50 

39  00 
6  00! 

40  40 

18  25 
25  00 
16  00 

4  56 
55  00 

55  60 

113  60 

70  75 

50  00 

15  00 


47  00 

5  00 
45  00 
10  00 

32  23 

6  48 

125 '66 
37  00 

41  83 
76  00 
87  00 
100  00 
104  00 
43  00 

43  06 


$16  07 

$44  65 

.*!28  99 

33  00 

40  00 

32  50 

7  30 

7 '66 

5  "60 

6  00 

10  00 

45  00 

.... 

16  60 

35  00 

42  00 

4  00 

28  00 

37  50 

43  00 

45  00 

35  00 

46  00 

50  00 

40  00 

40  00 

8  25 

10  00 

20  00 

10  00 

46  44 

32  00 

44  00 

13  00 

5  00 

5  66 

8  00 

6  00 

2  05 

5  00 

12  38 

18  00 

43  "66 

•  •  • 

61  60 

20  00 

20  00 

20  00 

65  00 

12  00 

56  00 

112  55 

104  01 

102  00 

57  05 

71  95 

60  80 

93  25 

28  00 

80  00 

24  87 

25  50 

41  30 

6  40 

l6"66 

6"25 

22  00 

•  •  .  • 

*  •  *  . 

72  00 

31  00 

66  50 

25  "66 

4660 

15  00 

560 

7  00 

5  00 

57  00 

3  00 

37  70 

32  66 

22  04 

46  68 

5  78 

•  •  <  • 

?  14 

100  00 

81  00 

105  00 

■ 

48  00 

45  00 

4  70 

15  29 

10  35 

15  00 

60  00 

25  00 

45  00 

45  00 

51  54 

41  00 

27  85 

92  00 

90  00 

100  00 

102  00 

35  00 

85  00 

130  00 

34  93 

50  00 

6  00 

30  00 

20  00 

7  00 

52  00 

57  65 

51  00 

$31  00 

5'66 


40  00 
50  00 
22  00 

16  66 

47  00 


3  00 

7  50 


20  00 
17  00 
73  00 


20 
16 

i 

26 

5 
30 

96 


00 

66 
66 
66 


00 

58 

66 


10  00 
37  35 
31  00 
100  00 
75  00 

30  00 
20  00 
50  50 
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LIST  OF  CONTRIBUTORS.— Cowfrnwerf. 


'94-'95 


'95-'96 


'96-'97 


'97-'98 


'98-'99 


'99-'O0 


By  Counties- 
Parry  Sound,  East  . . 
Parry  Sound,  West. . 
Renfrew,  North   .  . . . 

Renfrew,  South    

Russell      

Rainy  River 

Simcoe,  South 

Sinicoe,  Centre 

Simcoe,  North 

Simcoe,  East 

Stormont    

Thunder  Bay    

Victoria 

Welland 

Wellington    

Wentworth,  North . . 
Wentworth,  South  . . 

Waterloo   

York,  North 

York,  East    

York,  West 

Totals  by  Counties 
By  Cities 

(Outside  Toronto) — 

Belleville    

Brantford 

Chatham     

Guelph    

Hamilton    

Kingston    .    

London   ... 

Ottawa   

St.  Thomas    

St.  Catharines 

Stratford    

Windsor . . , 


$10  00 
16 '66 

26  66 

4  56 


27  00 
75  00 
17  00 
25  00 
60  00 
125  00 
25  00 
80  00 


$1795  45 


Totals , 


Bv  Toronto- 
Sabbath  Scliools  . .  . . 
Personals    


$12  00 
1666 
li  65 

3*66 
i  00 

54  60 

97  00 
23  00 
46  00 
61  00 

100  00 
45  00 

98  00 


$16  35 


38  00 

18  00 

7  00 

3  37 

17  66 

18  62 
23  95 
80  00 
41  00 

44  00 
86  00 

125  00 

45  00 
47  00 


$2056  59  $2052  08 


$15  00 
34  00 

46  66 

116  50l 

5  00 

46  50 

2  00 

25  00 

33  50 


$12  71 
42  00 

55  66 
88  00 
35  00 
37  00 
35  00 

2966 


Totals. 


$317  50 


$293  26 
432  00 


$725  25 


$333  71 


$29  00 
22  00 

67  50 
125  00 

7  50 
88  00 

16 '66 
34  00 


$383  00 


$287  50  $272  18 
582  50    1016  00 


$870  00  $1288  18 


$5  00 
17  00 

6 '55 


25  00 

15  25 

16  65 
75  00 
13  68 
40  00 
60  00 

100  00 
45  00 
58  00 


$11  9O 

•  •  •  • 

16 '66 
4566 


19  00 
9  00 

85  00 
42  42 
38  00 
69  78 
127  00 
37  00 
65  00 


$1776  89  $2069  90 


$•25  00 
6  00 

66'66 

47  51 

1  00 

52  65 

21  00 

6  00 


$16  00 
37  13 

52  66 

67  00 

5  00 

29  60 


27  00 


$12  Oil 

12"0ij 
5  Ofl 


7  Oil 


18 
3 

70 


23 
00 


38  75 

64  00 

126  Oil 

33  m 

35  Oil 


$218  16 


$200  25 
314  20 


$514  45 


Grand  Totals $2838  20  $3260  3o|$3723  26'$2509  50  $2960  63  $2144  IS 


$233  63 


$277  60 
379  50 


$657  10 


$1278  91 


$15  Oil 
22  0(1 

50  m 

60  Oil 
7i'32 

16  40 

20  00 


$254  72 


$155  0(1 
465  5,) 


$610  5J      ~ 
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',d. 


REPORT   OF  THE  TREASURER. 


'98-'99 


'99-'O0 


If.  Hamilton,  Treamrer,  in  account   with  the   Sabbath   School  Asfiociation  oj 
'f  Ontario,  for  the  year  October  15th,  1S89,  to  October  16th,  1900. 


m  90 

•  •It 

•  •  •  • 

16  06 

$12 '00 

45  00 

12  "on 

.... 

5  GO 

.... 

foil 

19  06 

18  "23 

9  00 

3  00 

85  00 

70  0^ 

42  42 

.... 

38  00 

38  75 

69  78 

64  UO 

127  00 

125  0(1 

37  00 

33  (Xi 

65  00 

35  00 

!069  90 

$1278  91 

$16  00 

$15  0(1 

37  13 

22  00 

52  66 

mm 

67  00 

60  0(1 

5  00 

.... 

29  50 

71  32 

.... 

16  40 

27  66 

•  *  •  • 

20  00 

233  63 

$254  72 

277  60 

$155  00 

379  50 

455  55 

i657  10 

$610  55 

•960  63 

$2144  18 

RECEIPTS. 

I  lialance  on  hand  Oct.  15th,  1899 *$88  09 

to  proceeds  of  Gait  Convention 173  70 

To  contributions  from  Counties  on  account  of  arrears  : 

Durham  East $50  00 

fLambton 15  00 

Prescott 15  00 

Welland 3  CO 

83  00 

To  Contributions  from  Counties. 

Brant : 

Burford  Township,  $10.00 ;  Zion  Presbyterian  Sabbath  School, 
5.00  ;  South  Brant  and  Oaklands,  5.00  ;  Kirkwall  Presbyterian 
Sabbath  School,  1.00;  Faringdon  Sabbath  School,  10.00 31  GO 

Bruce  West : 

Per  J.  G.  Murdoch,  Lucknow 5  00 

©uflferin  : 

*      (Pledge  of  1899-00  unpaid,  $40.00. ) 

I)urham  East  : 

(Pledges  unpaid,  1898-99,  $6.50  ;  1899-00,  $C0.) 

Durham  West 22  00 

(Balance  of  pledge  of  1899-00  unpaid,  $13. ) 

Dundas 40  00 

Elgin  East 10  00 

Elgin  Wesf 47  00 

Frontenac  North  and  Addington  North • .  3  00 

Glengarry 20  00 

llrrenville :  , 

I       (Pledge  of  1899-00  unpaid,  $25.00.) 

fereyEast: 

Rev.  Mr.  McLaren,  $2.00;  Township  CoUingwood,  5.00;  Mrs. 

.       Campbell,  50  cents •  •  ■  •  "50 

^       (Balance  of  pledge  of  1899-00  unpaid,  $17.50. ) 

Halton  : 

4      County  Association,  $58.00;  Miss  Wass,  10.00  ;  Rev.   Dr.  Hen- 
derson, $5.00 73  00 

( Balance  of  pledge  of  1899-00  unpaid,  $37.00. ) 

Haldimand H  00 

Raliburton 10  CO 

it-  *The  difference  between  this  balance  and  tiiat  of  $113.84,  as  shown  in  the  report  of  the 

teasurerof  last  year  (page  60  of  "Beaten  Oil")  appears  to  have  arisen  from  clerical  errors  in 
nipilinf?  the  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  15th  October,  1899, 
flfoni  the  Treasurer's  cash  book,  subsequently  to  its  having  been  audited. 


w 


'•Viim 
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Hastings,  South    

Hastings,  North  ; 

(Fhidges  unpaid,  18!)7-'9S,  §30.00  ;  lS99-'00,  60.00). 
Huron  : 

(Pledge  unpaid,  1899-'00,  $(J0.00). 
Lainbton 


Lennox  and  Addington    

Middlesex  : 

I'er  Kov.  1).  E.  Martin    

Muskoka  : 

District  Association 

Collections  by  Messrs.  Hassard  and  Yellowlees  :  Kil- 
worthy,  1.  IB  ;  Foote's  Bay,  1.08  ;  Port  Carling,  '2.00  ; 
Ijifington.  O.SS  ;  Port  Sidney,  1.60;  Baysville,  1.51  ; 
(iravenhurst,2.5'J  ;  (ilen  Orchard,  li.OH;  Windermere, 
1.01  ;  Bracebridge,  5.87  ;  Aspdeii,  1.08  ;  Huntsvile, 
o,  29 

Norfolk  : 

County  Association,  $80. (X) ;  H.  A.  Collver,  5.00. .  . 
Nortlniiu))erland  : 

(Pledges  unpaid,  1898-99,  IJS.OO;  1899-00,  30,00.) 
Ontario  North    

(Balance  of  pledge,  1899-00,  unpaid,  $25,00.) 
Ontario  South    

(Balance  of  pledge,  1899-00,  unpaid,  $7.65.) 
Oxford  : 

County  Association 

Tavistock  Presbyterian  Sabbath  School 

Central  Methodist  Sabbath  School,  Woodstock 

(Balance  of  pledge,  1899-00,  unpaid,  $24.00.) 

Peel 

Perth    

Peterboro' : 

County  Association   

Keene  Methodist  .Sabbath  School 


(Balance  of  pledge,  1899-00,  unpaid,  $35.00). 

Prescott : 

Personal,  A  Mclnnes 

(Pledge  of  1899-00,  unpaid,  $20.00.) 

Prince  Edward 

Russel ; 


$6  fiO 


24  08 


$25  00 
1  00 
f)  00 


$65  00 
10  00 


Simcoe  Centre  : 

Per  Oro  Township 

(Balance  of  pledge  1899-00  unnpaid,  $15.00.) 
Simcoe  South ... 

(Balance  of  pledge  '  S99-00  unpaid,  $13.00.) 
Stormont : 

Per  Township  of  Osnabruck 

Thunder  Bav  : 

(Pledge ""of  1899-00  unpaid,  $25.00.) 
Victoria  : 

Mariposa  Township $15  98 

Verulam  Township 2  25 


$20  on      Wat 


5  IKi 
1  Oti 

5  (111 


30  ;> 
90  ill' 

10    (Hi 


31    (HI 


100  (hi 

r.o  50 


75  (H) 


5  00 


30 

W 

12 

00 

5 

0(1 

12 

00 

'M 


7  Oil 


18  2;i 


\ 
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S-IO  O'l 


5  GO 


30  i> 
1»0  III' 

10  (tii 


31  (10 

100  (111 
TiO  5(1 

75  00 
5  OO 

30  m 

12  OO 

5  OO 

12  OO 

7  01  i 


"Waterloo : 

County  Association. . 
Hon.  Jas.  Young;. . . 
Mr.  Eby,  Plattsville 


Friend  in  Berlin. 
Rev.  J.  W.  Shilton 


Wellington 

(Pledge  of  Townships  Maylwro'and  Peel  189900  unpaid,  110.00.) 
Wentworth  North  : 

(Pledge  of  1899-00  vinpai<l,  $30.00.) 
Wentworth  South  : 

County  Association 

W.  H.  Orr 

W.  H.  Moss 


tfiO  00 

* 

10  00 

1  00 

2  00 

1  00 

l$64  00 

70  00 

$32  (X) 
5  00 
1  75 


(Balance  of  pledge  '899-00  unpaid,  $6.25.) 
York  East : 

^larkham  Township 

Scarboro'  Tov/nahip 


York  West : 

County  Association  . .  $30  00 

Mrs.  W.  Cook 1  00 

W.  H.  Moore 1  00 


H.  Welsh      

T.  L.  Moffiit    . .  . 
A.  S.  Mcpherson 


.$25  00 
8  00 


$1  00 
1  00 
1  00 


(Balance  of  pledge  1899-00  unpaid,  S!4o.00.) 
York  North 


Contributions  from  Cities  Outsidk  ok  Toronto. 
Belleville  : 

Bridge  Street  Methodist  Sabbath  School     $10  00 

5  00 


W.  .Johnston 


Brantford  : 

J.  Cockshutt    f}5  00 

,      Geo.  Foster ^  00 

'X      A.  Tapscott    1  00 

;       G.  Wedlake 1  00 


38  75 

33  00 

35  00 

125  00 
$1,195  91 

15  00 


Hon.  \V.  Patterson  ...  $5  00 

W.  N.  Hossie 2  00 

Brant   Avenue  Metho- 
dist  Sabbath  School  3  00 


^uelph  

Hamilton  : 

I      Association  |45  qq 

Knox  Church  Sabbath  School    10  00 

Erskine  Church  Sabbath  School • 5  00 


18  2;ii 


IjOndon  : 

C.  A.  Barnes,  $10 ;  W.  Bowman,  $5 ;  C.  K.  (;erman,$5 ;  T. 
McCormick,  ;$4  ;  L.  Gibson,  $1  ;  J.  H.  Cliapman,  $1  ;  J, 
Anderson,  $2;  S.  P.  Reynolds,  $1,-  D.  A.  McDermid,  $2; 
Sundries,  per  C.  A.  Barnes,  $11  ;  St.  James'  Presbyterian 
Sabbath  School,  $2;  Dundas  Street  Methodist  Sabbath 
School,  $10;  St.  Andrews'  Presbyterian  Sabbath  School, 
$10;  Askin  Street  Methodist  Sabbath  School,  $3.32  ;  Empress 
Avenue  Methodist  Sabbath  School,  $2  ;  Kensington  Metho- 
dist Sabbath  School,  $2 

4 


22  00 
50  00 


60  00 


71  32 


60 


St.'  OatliarineH ; 

Queon  Street  PreHbytoriaii  Sahhatli  School,  $5  ;  First  Avenue 
PreHbytoriaii  Sabhatli  Sc^liool,  i$10  ;  St.  Paul  Street  Presby- 
terian Sabbath  Sehuol,  $5 

St.  ThoniaH  : 

City  Associatioa,  $15.40  ;  E.  McCreddie,  .?! 


Contriliutions  from  Toronto  aa)>hath  Stiliools,  1899-1900: 
Met.hodiHt.-\oniiii  Street   (1898-99),  $10;    Central, 
$10 ;   Metrojjolitan,  $10  ;   Klni   Street,  ^5  ;   Park- 
dale,   $8  ;  Wesley,  $5  ;    Sherbourne    Street,   $10  ; 
Parliament  Street,  $2  ;  Yonge  Street,  .$10 $70  00 

Prc.shyle7'ia7i.—\Ve»i,  $.')  ;    St.  James'   S(iuare,  $10; 

St.  Enoch's,  $2  :    Westminster,  $5  ;  Bloor  Street, 

$10;  College  Street,   .$6;    Old   St.   Andrews,  $5; 

Erskine,    $10;    Central,    $10;    Cooke's,   $5;     St. 

Mark's,  $3 71  00 

7?a2J</s<.— Beverley  Street,  $2  ;  Ossington  Ave.,  $2. . .'  4  00 

C'ovgr('(ialioimL—7Aon,  §5  ;  Olivet,  $5 ;   .    10  00 


Colle. 

ToC< 

"  Sa 

$20  m 

••  A( 

To  8a 

16  4(i 

$254  72 

"  Ba 

"  Bo 

"  Re 

By  Ex| 

••  Sal 
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Contributions  fiom  the  following  named  persons  in  Toronto 


Hon.  S.  H.  Blake .«;125  00 

T.  McGilliouddy 5  00 

Miss  Russell 1  00 

(i.  M.  Lee     10  00 

J.  E.  Houser 1  00 

Northrop  &  Lyman  ....  10  00 

J.  J.  Woodhouse 15  00 

H.  S.  Rowland  &  Co.  . .  5  00 

Rev.  W.  Fri/zell 5  00 

1).  CumiBros.  &  Co. . . .  2  00 

Rev.  Dr.  Harris 5  00 

Lyman  Bros.  &  Co.  .  .    .  10  00 

Mrs.  T.  M.  Harris 5  00 

T.  Milburn  &  Co 2  00 

J.  L.  Blaikie 5  00 

Miss  Readman 2  00 

P.  McDonald  2  00 

J.  N.  Shonstone 5  (X) 

John  Stark 5  00 

A  Friend 0  55 

H.  P.  Dwight 1  00 

Mrs.  T.  McDonald 5  00 

W.  H.  Orr 2  00 

D.  Coulson 5  00 

J.  A.  Paterson 5  00 

Jas.  Ryrie 5  00 

A.  Sampson . .    2  00 


Estate  of  late  G.  Robin- 
son ... .  $10  00 

Richard  Brown 10  00 

Elias  Rogers 10  00 

John  G.Kent 5  00 

James  (i.  Kent 5  00 

S.  J.  IMoore 5  00 

W.  Hamilton 4  00 

J.  W.  Klavelle 25  00 

Gurnev  &  Co 10  00 

J.   K.  MacDonald 25  00 

W.  H.  Smith 5  00 

M.  Love 5  00 

W.  E.  H.  MasBey 10  00 

Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cox 20  00 

Mrs.  Freeland 1  00 

Mrs.  A.  I'inlayson 2  00 

Chester  Massey ...  15  00 

G.   E.  Henderson 1  00 

R.  H.  Verity 5  00 

W.  H.  Pearson 5  00 

A.  B.   Lee 2  00 

Rev.  Dr.  Potta 5  00 

A.  E.  Ames 5  00 

Wm.   Davies 10  00 

Dr.  J.  J.  Maclaren 10  00 


ra 
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"  Exj 
<< 

"  Rei 

"  Car 
"  Offi 
"  Ad 
"  Ej 
"  PosI 
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!jXC 
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455  "),■_ 
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cniie 
Dsby- 


$20  OO 

16  40 

$254  72 


Colleotions  at  special  city  meetings 

To  Colleotions  on  account  of  Secrotariea'  Kxpenses 

"  Sales  of  Convention  Reports 

••        "       International  Reports 

♦'  Advertisements  in  Reports 

To  Sal<!s  f)f  .Supplies  : 

I'riniary  Departiuont  .  .    

.      Normal  "  

Homo  "  


70  00 


$3  00 
'A  If) 
24  51 


"  Balance,  1899  Mission  Tour  Collections 

•'  Borrowed  on  Denuiud  Note,  to  |)ay  Mr.  Day 
"  Rev.  J.  C.  Tibb,  overpayment  returned 


64  77 
82  98 
29  25 
37  50 


$81  06 
5  00 

300  00 
2  96 


Total  Receipts  $3046  48 


71  00 

4  00 

10  00 


$10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

4  00 
25  00 
10  00 
25  00 

5  00 
5  00 

10  00 
20  00 

1  00 

2  00 
15  00 


00 

00 

00 

00 

5  00 

5  00 

10  00 

10  00 
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DISBURSEMKNTS. 

By  Expenses  of  Calt  Convention   $164  81 

'•  Salaries : 

Alfred  Day,  in  full $700  00 

Rev.  J.  C.  Tibb,  in  full 154  (K) 

T.  Yellowlees 600  00 

J.  A.  Jackson    250  00 

Misa  Yellowlees,  office  assistant 20  00 

1724  0  I 


Travelling  Expenses : 

'     A.  Day $80  47 

T.  Yellowlees  (a)  3  75 


"  Mission  Tour  Expenses     

"  Expenses  of  Special  City  Meetings     

"  "  Semi-annual  Meeting 

♦•  Rent 

'•  Caretaker    

"  Office  Supplies,  including  Telephone  Service 

"  Advertising    

"  Exchange  and  Sundries     

"  Postage,  Telegrams  and  Express 

International  Reports 


'•  International    Sabbath   School   Association,   one-half 

pledge 

•'  Discount  on  Bank  Loan    

"*Priiiting  : 

William  Priggs 

Endeavor-  Herald 

Imrie  &  Graham    

Salvation  Army 

Sundry  firms 


J357  00 
35  50 
31  10 
29  25 
25  00 


Total  disbursements . 
Balance  on  hand  . . . . 


455  :i 


84  22 

30  25 

54  45 

9  00 

99  99 

19  25 

90  94 

7  90 

3  40 

114  20 

35  10 

100  00 
1  95 


177  85 

3017  31 

29  17 


3046  48 


djciQ  j;    *Thi&  includes  Normal  Department  and  Home  Department  Supplies. 

(O.)  Where  conventions  being  served,  paid  exact  expenses,   no  entry  was  made  of  either 
eoelpte  or  expenditure. 
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Liabilities  : 

William  Briggs,  printing     $170  00 

Demand  note 300  00 

Balance  Pledge  to  International  Asso- 
ciation           100  00 

$570  00 

Assets  . 

Cash  in  hand 29  17 

Unpaid  pledges 632  90 

Audited  and  found  correct. 

(Signed),  E.  J.  Joselix 


—      8662  0 
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Mr.  Yellowlees  read  a  telegram  from  the  Women?  Christian  Ten   thii 

peranoe  Union  of  Orillia,  which  on  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Frizzell,  dui   Th< 
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REPORTS  OF  SEPARATE  CONFERENCES. 


$570  00 

29  17 

632  90 

8662 


NORMAL  DEPARTMENT. 


E.    ./,    JOSELIN 


This  conference  was  convoked  in  the  auditorium  of  Wall  Street 
Dtothodist  Church,  with  Mr.  J.  J.  Mansell  in  the  chair.  Professor 
H»mill  opened  the  discussion  with  an  address  on  "  The  Best  Means 
•of  Organizing  a  Permanent  Normal  Class."  A  great  variety  of  sug- 
g^tions  were  made,  and  it  seemed  evident  a  determination  to  do  some- 

np  Christian  Ten  thing  in  this  direction,  in  their  respective  localities,  had  seized  many. 

Mr.  Frizzell,  dul  The  speaker  emphasized  the  idea  that  Normal  work,  in  some  form  or 
■other,  ought  to  find  a  place  in  every  Sabbath  School.  A  good  plan 
wi^  to  spend  from  three  to  live  minutes  at  the  opening  of  every 
session  in  a  species  of  Normal  drill  on  the  lesson  for  the  day.  At 
this  time  we  could  get  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  lesson  in  its  relations 
to  the  book  of  the  Bible  from  which  it  was  taken  ;  to  its  predecessors  • 
to  its  successor ;  its  geography  ;  its  characteristic,  that  is  to  say, 
■whether  it  was  biographical,  historical,  doctrinal,  etc.  This  would 
have  the  effect  of  getting  a  large  number  interested  in  this  depart- 
ment, by  showing  them  what  Normal  work  really  meant.  Then,  in 
organizing  a  special  class,  he  advised  where  schools  were  large  enough 
to  furnish  material,  that  each  one  have  its  own  Nonual  class.  Where 
"this  could  not  be  obtained,  schools  of  different  denominations  ought 
to  unite.  The  members  ought  to  be  sought  amongst  the  present  staff 
of  teachers,  tlie  Bible  Class,  the  Young  People's  Societies,  etc.  The 
ibest  time  of  meeting  would  have  to  be  judged  by  local  circumstances,* 
but  a  week-night  would  be  found  to  be  better  generally  than  on  Sun- 
■dfty.  Sometimes,  however,  it  is  found  wise  to  meet  on  Sunday  fore- 
aOon,  at,  say,  nine  o'clock,  and  spend  an  hour  or  more  in  this  way 
previous  to  morning  service.  Then  the  most  competent  teacher 
^failable  should  be  obtained,  and  a  start  made  with  some  text-book 
oil  Bible  study,  of  which  there  are  many  in  the  market. 

Professor  Hamill  was  followed  by  Dr.  Harrison,  President  of  the 
J&sociation,  who  emphasized  very  strongly  the  importance  c5  making 
lifbrmal  study  a  part  of  the  regular  work  in  every  Sabbath  School. 
This  could  be  done  by  the  Bible  Class  having  a  drill  every  Sabbath 
oft  such  points  as  those  brought  out  by  the  previous  speaker,  and 
mftny  others  of  a  similar  character.  Besides  this,  special  classes 
ou^ht  to  be  organized,  which  would  pursue  a  regular  course  of  study. 
Tffiough  there  were  many  of  these,  none  better  was  to  be  had  than  the 
li^gion  of  Honor  Course,  by  Professor  Hamill,  which  is  the  one  recom- 
lUlinded  by  the  Provincial  Association.  In  this  way,  and  this  only, 
<J^ld  the  present  need  for  better  teaching  in  our  Sabbath  Schools  be 
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supplied.     Rev.  Wni.  Frizzell  and  others  followed  in  a  discussion  oi 
this  work,  a  subject  of  vital  importance  to  the  development  and  suc| 
cess  of  our  Sabbath  Schools. 

A  very  pleasant  incident  was  the  presentation  to  the  Conference  oi 
Mr.  E.  E.  Craig,  B.A.,  Carsonby,  Ont,  a  graduate  in  this  department 
who  has  been  doing  good  work  in  the  counties  of  Carleton,  Grenvillf 
and  Dundas,  by  attending  conventions,  where  he  had  advocated  tlii> 
work,  and  succeeded  in  forming  classes  in  a  number  of  districts 
Why  should  not  all  our  graduates  do  a  similar  work  %  A  most  inter 
esting  and  profitable  session  was  brought  to  a  close  by  Dr.  Bensoc 
pronouncing  the  benediction. 
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HOME   DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Wm.  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Home  Department,  said 
I  regret  very  much  tlie  cause  of  Mr.  Hassard's  absence,  which  mean; 
great  disappointment  to  him.  Only  a  few  minutes  ago  I  wa; 
requested  to  take  his  place,  hence  I  must  give  largely  only  a  relatioi 
of  experience.  The  need  and  method  of  House  to  House  Visitation  v 
pretty  well  illustrated  in  last  Sunday's  lesson— The  Parable  of  th^ 
Lost  Coin.  At  the  Belleville  Convention  some  years  ago,  Mrs.  Mount 
ford,  lecturing  on  Orientalism,  stated  that  the  women  of  that  land 
and  time  wore  strings  of  ten  pieces  of  silver,  as  a  badge  of  wifehood 
just  as  those  of  our  day  and  time  wear  a  wedding  ring ;  and  that  tht 
loss  of  one  of  the  pieces  was  considered  as  much  a  reflection  on  hei 
character  as  would  be  the  loss  of  the  wedding  ring,  hence  the  vinror 
and  thoroughness  of  her  search,  which,  as  well  as  the  extent  o. 
rejoicing,  would,  apart  from  that  explanation  appear  to  be  out  of  a 
proportion  to  the  value  of  the  coin.  Just  so  the  loss  of  souls  reflects 
upon  the  character  of  the  Church.  She  swept  the  house  so  that  the 
search  might  be  positively  thorough.  This  is  exactly  what  we  do  ii 
House  to  House  Visitation.  / 

As  to  methods. — In  Toronto  we  have  six  Wards.  Ward  1  wa; 
canvassed  in  October  last  year,  the  other  five  last  March.  Ii: 
each  of  the  latter  a  separate  meeting  was  called  by  circular, 
signed  by  two  or  three  prominent  residents.  The  necessity  for, 
and  the  plan  of  the  canvass  were  submitted,  and  the  decision  t( 
proceed  having  been  reached,  there  were  appointed  a  Chairman, 
Secretary,  and  Committees  :  (1)  on  territory,  to  divide  the  Ward 
into  districts,  under  Chairmen,  these  into  sub-districts,  also  under 
chairmen,  and  these  again  into  sections  embracing  as  mam 
houses  (say  fifty)  as  could  be  covered  by  a  pair  of  visitors  in  ac 
afternoon ;  (2)  on  finance ;  (3)  representatives  to  a  Central  Com 
mittee,  which  should  decide  upon  matters  common  to  the  wholt 
work,    such    as    time,    literature,    method    of    raising   funds,    etc 
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In  most  cases  the  Ward  Chairman  and  Secretary  were  representatives 
to  the  Central  Committee.  The  visitors,  of  whom  we  had  nearly  two 
thousand,  were  sent  two  and  two,  usually  of  different  denominations, 
by  which  was  fostered  a  spirit  of  unity,  while  avoiding  all  color  of 
proselytizing.  We  have  not  yet  obtained  from  the  ministers  in  these 
five  wards  a  statement  of  results,  but  in  five  churches  alone,  in  Ward 
1^  nearly  two  hundred  families  were  brought  to  light,  whose  pref- 
erence for  the  various  places  of  worship  mentioned  to  the  visitors  had 
not  been  known  to  the  Pastors,  and  who  were  hence  living  without 
pastoral  care.  My  own  Pastor,  in  asking  a  few 
fifty  volunteer  workers  to  visit  the  members  of  the 
stated  that  he  had  anywhere  from  one  hundred  to  one 
fifty  additional  families  put  under  his  charge  as  a  result  of  the  House 
to  House  Visitation.  The  cost  of  the  work  comes  to  leas  than  one 
dollar  per  thousand  of  the  population. 
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What  the  Home  Depaktment  may  do  for  an   Average  Church 

AND  Sabbath  School. 


Richardson,  Deseronto,  said : 


During  the  next 


lifteen 


A.    A. 

minutes,  I  trust  the  all  absorbing  theme  will  be,  "  What  may 
the  Home  Department  do  for  the  average  Church  and  Sabbath 
School."  The  question  is  comprehensive  and  far-reaching.  In 
December  of  1896,  while  reading  the  report  of  the  Provincial 
Convention  of  that  year,  I  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  thought 
that  my  School  should  adopt  the  Home  Department,  and  after  con- 
sultation, we  organized.  Now,  with  an  experience  of  four  y-ars  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  Home  Department  ma}  be  a 
potent  factor  in  enabling  our  churches  and  Sabbath  Scl'  Ah  to  fulfil 
their  great  mission  of  bringing  souls  to  Christ.  It  adds  nies  to  the 
membership  roll  of  our  Sunday  School,  not  by  going  to  other 
schools  for  them,  but  by  going  out  into  the  by-way.s  ai  d 
gathering  them  in.  It  exttnds  and  broadens  our  field  of  woik, 
promotes  the  intelligent,  systematic,  uniform  study  of  God's  work, 
and  accomplishes  another  aim  of  the  Sunday  School  by  build- 
ing up  souls  in  Christ.  Christian  work  is  essential  to  the 
highest  order  of  Christian  growth  and  development.  The  Home 
Department  may  furnish  work  for  a  number  of  our  mem- 
bers who  are  better  adapted  for  this  than  for  any  other  class 
of  work,  benefiting  them  spiritually  and  fulfilling  another  de- 
mand of  sending  out  souls  for  Christ.  I  would  not  dare  to  place 
any  limit  upon  the  good  it  may  do.  If  the  Churches  and  Sabbath 
Schools  will  take  the  interest  in  it  which  they  ought,  in  the  years  to 
oome  our  country  will  feel  the  efiects  of  the  work  done.  God  only 
knows  the  endless  stretch  of  consequences  which  will  follow.  No 
other  branch  of  work  has  done  so  much  for  our  Church  and  Sunday 
School,  with  the  same  amount  of  effort  and  expense  as  the  Home 
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Department.     If  then,  the  po8sibilities  are  so  great,  they  bring  cor-l 
responding  responsibilities.     Every  Sabbath  School  in  Ontario,  be  it 
large  or  small,  situated  in  city,  town  or  county,  should  have  a  Home 
Department.     Everyone  here  representing  a  Sunday  School  that  has 
no  Home  Department,  should  urge  their  school  to  organize  one. 


PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

This  Conference  was  held  in  the  school-room  of  the  Wall  Street 
Methodist  Church,  Mr.  Hurd  presiding.  After  devotional  exercises 
Miss  Gates  taught  the  audience  a  Primary  "  motion  "  song.  At  the 
conclusion  of  this  exercise  Mrs.  Laine  presented  the  following  report 
of  the  year's  work  : 

Primary  Unions 


Place. 


Toronto 

Hamilton  .... 

Guelph 

St.  Catharines 

Meaf  ord 

Brampton .... 
Keene 


President. 


Miss  Johnston 

W.  J.  Cunningham. . 

H.  H.  Burrows 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Riddle  . . 

Mrs.  Gardner 

Miss  Allen 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Harrison 


CoKntii. 


Oxford 

East  Elgin  . . . 
East  Grey  . . . . 
North  Ontario 
Petorboro' . . . . 
North  Norfolk 
West  York . . . 
Peel 


County 
Siiperintenderds . 


P.  0.  Address. 


Fairfield  Plain. 
Orwell.' 
Shelburne. 
Uxbrid'io. 


Miss  Phipps 

Miss  Norton 

Miss  Jennie  Fell .... 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Crosby . . 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Garvin jPeterboro'. 

Miss  Nellie  A.  Gibson.  .iBrownsville. 

Mrs.  B.  Abbott Toronto  Junction. 

Miss  Rayson JBrampton. 


Unions  Reported. 

Toronto— In  plact  of  topics  after  the  lesson  we  often  have  addresses 
from  pastors  and  su^oerintendents.  Their  words  help  us,  and  our 
method  of  teaching  is  .>ew  to  many  of  them.  Our  library  is  increas- 
ing, and  our  work  goes  on  steadily. 
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Hamilton. — Last  month  we  secured  a  room  in  the  Y.M.C.  A.  Build- 
ing instead  of  meeting  in  churches.  Our  Union  advises  others,  who 
have  not  done  so,  to  take  up  a  course  of  Drawing  lessons. 

Guelph. — We  have  a  successful  Union,  and  meet  in  different  church 
parlors.     We  print  a  programme. 

St.  Catherines. — We  have  good  meetings  at  the  home  of  our  presi- 
•dent.     We  have  a  library,  and  feel  encouraged. 

Keene — About  ten  members  meet  the  last  Wednesday  of  the  quarter 
in  this  County  Union,  and  are  encouraged  with  the  increased  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers  to  do  better  work. 

Toronto  Junction. — The  Irimary  Superintendent  of  the  county 
keeps  in  touch  with  sixty-nine  schools  by  correspondence,  and  attends 
■conventions. 

The  Primary  Superintendent  at  Fairfield  Plain  writes:  "I  have  dis- 
tributed the  leaflets  of  our  Sabbath  School  Association,  Nos.  1,  2  and 
3,  from  time  to  time,  and  I  think  they  were  found  helpful  ;  all  would 
like  a  yearly  rally  in  response  to  Leaflet  No.  1,  but  only  one  teacher 
was  willing  to  help  by  taking  part.  I  have  the  addresses  of  thirty 
teachers." 

Mrs.  Crosby,  of  North  Ontario,  writes  :  "Nearly  100  leaflets  dis- 
tributed. Several  Primary  Superintendents  of  Townships  appointed. 
A  Primary  Teacher's  book  has  been  added  to  some  of  our  Sabbath 
School  Libraries,  A  session  was  given  to  Primary  Work  at  our 
Oounty  Convention.  One  Ic'abbath  School  intends  to  adopt  the  Cradle 
Roll  this  winter." 

The  Ontario  Sabbath  School  Association  sends  quarterly  reports 
to  the  "  Primary  Department  of  the  International  Sabbath  School 
Convention  "  for  its  paper  th6  Quarterly  Bulletin. 

It  has  recommended  the  formation  of  Unions  in  Cities,  Towns, 
Townships  or  Counties  ;  that  every  Union  should  form  a  circulating 
library ;  that  Primary  Work  be  given  a  place  on  County  and  Town- 
ship Convention  programmes ;  that  every  Sunday  School  should  place 
in  its  library,  at  least  one  book,  on  Primary  Work,  beginning,  it  is 
Suggested,  with  "  Practical  Primary  Plans." 

This  Association  could  do  better  work  if  Counties  would  appoint 
Primary  Superintendents,  and  if  those  already  appointed  would  send 
their  names  to  the  office  of  the  Association.  Also  if  those  having  in 
charge  the  arrangement  of  programmes  for  Conventions  would  see  that 
Primary  Work  gets  a  fair  share  of  space  on  these. 
■M  It  h^'.s  further  recommended  that  the  Cradle  Roll  form  part  of  the 
%ork.  Suitable  cards  have  been  issued  for  this  department,  which 
may  be  obtained  at  our  office. 

One  plan  of  our  Association  is  to  issue  occasional  Leaflets  for  free 
distribution.  Nineteen  hundred  copies  of  "Leaflet  No.  3  "  were  dis- 
tributed last  year.  "  Leaflet  No.  4 "  is  just  out,  and  contains  a 
n^ormal  paper  entitled  "The  Child  in  the  Midst,"  kindly  contributed 
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by  Rev.  J.  McEwen,  a  member  of  our  Central  Executive  Comniitteo, 
with  other  useful  matter. 

It  is  said  that  the  Primary  class  averages  one-fifth  of  the  scholars 
in  our  Sabbatij  Schools,  However  this  may  be,  the  work  is  so  import- 
ant that  the  Primary  teacher  should  use  every  help  at  hand,  to  lead 
the  little  ones  to  desire  the  salvation  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  when  they 
have  received  it,  to  help  them  live  it  out  in  child-life. 

Mrs.  T.  Le  P.  Laine,  Chairman  Primary  Sub-Corn. 

Primary  Helps. 

Miss  Harlow — Before  we  know  what  helps  we  need,  we  should 
know  our  needs.  These  are  :  (1)  Consciousness  of  need.  If  >ve 
realized  this  we  would  know  the  need  of  a  Primary  Union  ;  we  should 
b  -^  to  each  other  as  Primary  teachers,  "  How  do  you  teach  this 
lesson  next  Sunday "?  What  hymns  do  you  use  1 "  etc.,  etc.  (2) 
Consecration.  This  would  mean  the  giving  up  of  a  great  many  things. 
(3)  Power.  Our  power  will  be  in  proportion  as  we  honor  the  Christ, 
The  secret  of  power  is  prayer.  (4)  Fundamental  Truths.  We  must 
teach  the  consciousness  of  sin,  and  the  need  of  a  Saviour,  besides 
teaching  of  God's  watchful  care.  (5)  A  Strong  Conviction.  We  need 
a  strong  conviction  that  the  Spirit  oj  God  moves  mightly  in  the  heart 
of  a  little  child.  (6)  Knowledge  of  a  Child's  Struggles.  Perhaps  we 
reprove  many  a  child  when  we  ought  to  have  commended  them.  (7) 
Tact.  A  Primary  teacher  must  have  tact.  It  needs  skill  to  know 
how  to  lead  a  child  who  is  struggling.  We  get  this  by  intuition  and 
training.  (8)  Training.  We  can  get  training  by  watching  children 
at  play ;  by  attending  a  Primary  Union  ;  by  studying  at  home  the 
Primary  Course  for  Teacher  Training,  now  so  much  in  use.  There 
must  be  reverence  in  the  class,  but  not  too  much  restraint.  Never 
allow  a  boy  to  come  by  the  door  without  raising  his  hat.  Sing  less 
of  gesture  songs  and  more  of  church  hymns,  closing  with  "  Amen." 
The  teacher  who  allows  the  children  to  get  to  school  first,  is  respon- 
sible for  much  irreverence.  The  children  will  make  the  class  atmos- 
phere just  what  the  teacher  makes  it.  The  child  Vho  strikes  a  bell 
before  school  time,  or  plays  on  the  piano,  has  become  irreverent  by 
these  actions,  made  possible  by  the  absence  of  the  teacher.  Nine 
tenths  of  irreverence  in  our  schools  occur  before  school.  That  teacher 
who  marks  her  roll  or  picks  up  her  chalk  during  singing  has  become 
irreverent.  (9).  Freedom  from  Interruptions.  You  may  train  your 
scholars  so  that  they  may  not  cause  interruptions.  A  baby  crowing 
will  not  interrupt,  but  crying  will.  Secretaries  should  not  interrupt. 
A  Superintendent  should  come  in  often  enough  for  the  children  to  know 
him,  and  say,  "That's  our  Superintendent."  (10)  There  should  be 
sympathy  and  co-operation  between  the  Primary  Class  and  the  Super 
intendent  of  the  main  school.  There  should  be  also  sympathy  and 
co-operation  with  the  home  through  the  Cradle  Roll,    Gradi'avio.i 
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Birtliduy    Letters,    Home    Department   and    Visitation.     Here  is  a 

sample  of  our  birthday  letters  :  "  My  dear ,  These  five  little 

children  (placing  five  pictures  of  children's  heads  in  a  row)  have  come 
tb  bring  you  messages.  This  brings  a  kiss  for  you,  and  these  two 
Idsses  for  Baby  Bertha,"  etc.,  etc.  It  is  simple,  but  it  makes  such  an 
e»sy  opening  to  the  home. 

A  J)elpx;atj5 — How  does  the  use  of  the  word  "  Amen  "  bring 
reverence  1 

^  Miss  Harlow — I  can't  explain  7vhy,  but  it  is  so  ;  perhaps  because 
^e  child  is  accustomed  to  use  it  at  the  close  of  a  prayer. 
■  A  Dkleuate — Does  the  distribution  of  papers  come  up  in  the  hour  1 

Miss  Harlow — We  have  r*  bag  larger  than  this  (showing  one  on 
ejthibition),  with  a  string  in  it  to  hang  on  the  teacher's  chair,  contain- 
ing all  she  needs ;  she  gives  out  the  papers  just  before  the  children  go 
out.  We  also  give  a  blank  form,  and  a  stamped  envelope  to  each 
teacher  to  send  home  a  quarterly  report,  stating  to  the  parents 
whether  the  child  knew  the  text,  brought  an  offering,  and  if  the  con- 
duct was  satisfactory  or  not.  Once  a  mother  came  and  repeated  the 
text,  and  brought  the  child's  offering  because  her  child  had  Mumps, 
and  did  not  want  to  lose  her  badge.  We  give  badges  for  regular 
attendance.  Some  have  been  attracted  to  our  school  by  these  red 
badges,  and  we  always  enquire  if  these  strangers  are  there  rightfully, 
or  belong  to  another  school.  All  our  teachers  have  off'  their  hats  and 
robes,  up  to  the  intermediate  grade,  and  this  for  two  reasons:  (1) 
Because  these  are  a  nuisance,  and  (2)  as  soon  as  the  hat  is  removed, 
there  is  no  distinction  between  rich  and  poor. 

A  Delegate — Do  you  remove  the  children's  hats  ? 

Miss  Harlow — Those  in  the  kindergarten  grade  are  helped.  In  the 
next  grade  the  teachers  see  that  the  children  have  put  them  off  and 
on.     As  long  as  you  carry  the  children,  you  must. 

Our  Juniors  named  themselves  "  The  Advanced  Bible  Class."  There 
are  126  boys  in  it,  and  one  Sunday  125  had  their  Bibles  with  them. 

A  Delegate — Do  they  take  care  of  their  Bibles? 

Miss  Harlow — Yes.  The  Bible  we  give  is  a  pocket  Bible  ;  they 
like  that  size,  because  a  boy  wants  his  hands  free  to  touch  a  thousand 
things. 

j  All  our  teachers  of  children  from  five  to  twelve  years  of  age  use  a 
]|ip  blackboard  like  the  one  on  exhibition,  only  larger,  and  without  a 
frame.     The  youngest  children  iieed  very  much  motherly  care. 
^  Primary  teachers  should  stay  with  the  grade,  not  go  on  with  the 
Icholars ;  I  make  the  Primary  Class  the  place  for  sifting  classes. 
j  A  Delegate — Is  that  profitable  1 

Miss  Harlow — It  is  not  harmful,  and  it  is  the  class  that  can  best 
bear  it.     The  teacher  on  the  platform  is  the  great  attraction. 
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A  Delegate— What  are  the  duties  of  an  assistant  teacher  ? 

Miss  Harlow — To  be  at  school  fifteen  minutes  before  the  opening 
(with  her  hat  off) ;  hear  the  golden  text  for  last  Sunday,  and  many 
other  things. 

Primary  Exhibits. 

The  exhibition  of  Primary  appliances  was  held  in  the  large  Sunday 
School  room  of  the  convention  church.  In  this  far  eastern  part  of 
the  Province  were  to  be  seen  many  fresh  faces,  pencil  and  paper  in 
hand,  taking  notes  and  asking  questions  about  these  helpful  "  things, 
new  and  old." 

Some  home-made  circles,  representing  the  "Days  of  Creation,' 
were  shown,  and  the  poem  accompanying  these  was  often  copied  by 
delegates.  Tliere  were  home-made  and  manufactured  articles,  lesson 
helps,  song  books,  etc..  etc.  Miss  Harlow  kindly  added  to  the  collec- 
tion some  sheets  of  tiny  colored  pictures  of  children's  heads,  figures, 
animals,  etc.,  etc.,  which  she  uses  in  birthday  letters,  placing  one  here 
and  there,  instead  of  writing  the  word. 


WEDNESDA  Y  AFTERNOON. 


Devotional  exercises  by  E.  J.  Reynolds,  Esq. 

Reports  of  Missionary  Work  in  Muskoka. 

Mr.  Yellowlees — Mr.  Chairman  and  Christian  friends — I  am 
very  sorry  this  afternoon  that  my  friend  and  brother.  Rev. 
Mr.  Hassard,  is  not  with  us.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  him 
that  explains  his  absence.  I  may  say  in  the  very  outset  that 
this  matter  was  arranged  by  the  Muskoka  people  themselves. 
We  asked  them  to  plan  a  tour  of  work  in  connection  with 
that  field,  and  they  took  the  matter  in  hand  and  arranged  that 
we  should  visit  fourteen  places.  We  commenced  at  Kilw^rthy 
and  ended  at  Huntsville.  While  we  had  a  very  pleasant  time, 
it  was  hard  work.  It  was  a  pleasure  because  we  felt  we  were 
trying  to  do  what  you  had  committed  to  us,  and  so  did  the  best  we 
possibly  could.  We  covered  a  distance  of  .some  six  hundred  miles 
from  the  time  we  left  until  we  returned  ;  we  travelled  by  rail  two 
hundred  and  eighty-five  miles,  by  boat  two  hundred  and  eighteen,  and 
by  stage  ninety-seven  miles,  and  we  addressed  about  fourteen  hundrer" 
people  in  all.  For  the  two  Sabbaths  each  of  us  spoke  five  times  at 
different  points.  Our  Muskoka  friends  were  anxious  we  should  not 
find  any  idle  time  on  our  hands,    so   they  arranged   to  separate  us 
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n  the  Sabbath.  On  the  first  Sabbath  ]  was  sent  to  Bracebridge,  and 
Spoke  there  in  the  Baptist  Ohurch  in  the  morning.  In  the  afternoon 
I  took  a  service  in  the  country  and  addressed  a  Sabbath  School, 
where  I  found  a  number  of  intelligent  young  people  who  knew  their 
Bibles  well,  almost  putting  to  shame  many  of  our  frontier  Sabbath 
Schools,  so  far  as  understanding  the  Scriptures  were  concerned.  One 
little  girl  told  the  story  of  the  lesson  as  well,  perhaps,  I  think,  as  any- 
one would  tell  us  here  this  afternoon,  and  without  hesitation  or 
reservation. 

On  Sabbath  evening  I  came  back  to  the  Presbyteiian  Church  in 
Bracebridge,  and  there  spoke  to  about  three  hundred  people. 

During  our  tour  Mr.  Hassard  presented  the  special  features  of  our 
Sabbath  School  work.  House  to  House  visitation,  Normal  work.  Home 
Department  work,  and  the  Cradle  Roll. 

1  endeavored  to  give  a  word  of  encouragement  and  cheer.  I  had 
been  in  Muskoka  the  year  before,  and  liad  gone  into  a  Methodist 
School  on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  and  I  remember  in  that  school  there 
were  only  nineteen  present;  that  included  teachers  and  scholars  and 
three  visitors.     I   listened  to   a  University   man  who   was  srperin- 

ndent,   and  he  went  through  that  lesson  as  faithfully  as  if  he  had 
ad  before  him   two  hundred  people,  and  that  fact  seemed  to  say. 

Brother,  you  are  sometimes  discouraged,  take  a  lesson  from 
this  gathering,  and  go  back  to  your  work  determined  to  overcome 
whatever  obstacles  may  present  themselves.  We  are  told  at  the 
battle  of  Salamanca,  Wellington  said  to  one  of  his  young  officers,  "  I 
want  you  to  take  your  battalion  and  seize  that  height."  And  the 
young  officer  said  to  the  Commander,  *'  I  will  »do  so  if  you  will  first 
give  me  a  grasp  of  your  all-conquering  hand."  The  commanding 
officer  and  the  young  soldier  grasped  hands  together.  And  the  young 
man  went  forward  with  his  troops  and  swept  all  before  him.  We 
need  to  join  hands  with  the  discouraged  ones  ;  we  need  to  speak 
words  of  cheer  to  those  in  the  sparsely  settled  districts  of  our  land  ; 
we  want  to  make  them  feel  that  they  are  not  forgotten.  And  we 
sought  to  impress  that  upon  our  Muskoka  friends,  that  not  only  were 
we  there  by  arrangement  of  their  own  Executive,  but  that  the  Sab- 
batl  School  Association  had  commissioned  us  to  speak  to  them  a 
word  of  cheer. 

During  a  drive  of  twenty  miles  from  Bracebridge  to  Baysville 
on  a  Saturday  night,  I  had  my  first  experience  of  Muskoka  roads. 
It  was  certainly  a  tedious  journey  and  a  rough  ride,  and  ended  in  a 
terrible  thunder  storm  about  nine  o'clock  at  night.  With  much  to 
discourage  we  found  no  grumblers  in  Muskoka.  Everybody  seemed 
to  make  the  best  of  life,  and  we  were  surrounded  with  kindness 
on  every  hand.  On  one  occasion  my  brother  and  I  found  our- 
selves in  a  home  exceedingly  congenial.  I  had  stayed  there  for  a 
night  before  my  brother  had  reached  me.  The  family  were  Baptists. 
They   knew   what    I     was    denominationally    and    that    my    com- 
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panion  was  a  Methodist  minister.  Hut  the  good  lady  said,  "  No  matter 
who  you  are,  as  long  as  you  come  in  the  Lord's  name  there  is  a  welcome 
here  for  you."  Here  we  were,  Presbyterian,  Methodist,  Baptist,  and 
as  we  knelt  at  the  family  altar  that  evening  in  that  home,  and  com- 
mended each  other  to  the  All-Father's  care,  we  felt  this  was  one  of  the 
outcomes  of  Sabbath  School  work.  We  were  forgetting  what  we 
were  denominationally,  and  it  was  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism, 
our  hopes  would  be  one,  our  aims  would  be  one,  and  at  last  we  would 
meet  in  the  same  heaven. 

Another  thought,  and  that  is  that  while  Muskoka  has  its  diffi- 
culties it  also  has  some  advantages.  You  know  very  well  that 
largely  the  religious  work  is  in  the  hands  of  our  young  students ;  these 
young  men  are  energetic  and  enthusiastic,  and  what  splendid  types 
seme  of  them  are.  One  I  met,  he  comes  crom  one  of  the  most  com- 
fortable homes  in  Ontario,  and  yet  he  told  me  he  had  not  only  to  preach 
three  times  on  Sunday,  but  clean  the  lamps,  and  had  even  scrubbed  the 
floor  of  his  church.  Another  had  threo  services  every  Sunday,  and 
had  to  walk  fifteen  miles  to  do  that  work.  I  thought  to  myself, 
here  are  these  young  men,  fresh  from  college  halls,  imbued  with 
enthusiasm,  having  come  in  contact  with  the  very  latest  and  best 
methods  of  Sunday  School  work,  carry  that  enthusiasm  up  into  these 
lands  and  infuse  new  life  and  energy  among  the  people. 

In  closing,  let  me  say  that  both  Jiro.  Hassard  and  myself  were 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  work  and  the  necessity  of 
it.  One  thing  I  must  say  —I  know  my  brother  would  have  said 
it  had  he  been  here — we  make  a  mistake  in  going  to  Muskoka 
in  the  month  of  July  or  August  in  connection  with  Sabbath 
School  work,  for  the  simple  reason  that  at  that  time  it  is  tilled  with 
tourists.  One  night  at  Balla  we  would  not  have  had  a  place  to  lay 
our  heads,  had  a  student  not  given  us  his  bed.  In  that  place,  although 
crowded,  we  couldn't  even  get  a  meeting.  The  work  ought  to  be 
carried  ou  in  a  different  way  and  at  another  season.  And  while  there 
were  disappointments  and  discouragements  in  our  tour,  we  felt  that 
it  was  the  Lord's  work,  and  His  promise  is,  "Lo,  I  am  with  you 
always,"  and  so  went  forward  in  His  name,  remembering* 


"  Though  scoffers  ask,  where  is  your  gain,' 
And  sneering  say,  your  work  is  vain  ; 
Such  scoffers  die  and  are  forgot  ; 
Work  done  for  (lod  it  dieth  not."     (Applause.) 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Frizzell  presented  a  resolution  re  Lord's  Day  Obser- 
vance, and  moved,  seconded  by  Air.  Jackson,  that  it  V)e  referred  to 
the  Resolution  Committee.     Carried, 

The  congregation  sang  hymn  No.  11,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benson  and 
Mr.  Potter  led  in  prayer. 
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Conference  on  Organization,  Conducted  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Redditt. 

Rev.  Mr.  Redditt — Mr.  President  and  fellow-workers — I  will 
sketch  the  matter  for  you  briefly,  and  ask  you  two  oi*  three  questions, 
and  if  we  can  manage  to  get  that  far,  before  the  President  gives  ua 
notice  to  quit,  and  reach  any  conclusion,  we  shall  be  certainly  very 
fortunate. 

Organization  is  to  an  institution  what  the  bones  are  to  the  body  : 
they  need  the  life  current  in  order  to  perfect  manhood,  but  a  boneless 
body  is  a  jelly  tish.  We  are  met  in  our  day  by  the  cry,  "  there  is  too 
much  organization,"  and  yet  we  Hnd  that  all  of  the  successes  in  com- 
merce, in  statesmanship,  and  in  domestic  art,  is  the  result  of  organi- 
zation. Without  it  men  and  women  are  working  at  bap-hazard  ;  we 
have  beautiful  illustrations  on  every  side  of  the  advantage  of  or;'ani- 
zation.  Now  the  objection  will  not  hold  good  against  our  Sabbath 
School  institution ;  we  have  not  more  organization  than  we  need.  T 
am  not  sure  that  we  need  any  more  than  we  have,  but  we  do  need 
the  life  current  pulsating  through  some  portions  of  it  to  galvanize 
anew,  and  give  fresh  vigor  in  many  parts  of  our  country. 

Our  international  work  as  the  tirst  basis,  the  International  Associ- 
ation. That  Association  is  composed  of  66  states,  territories,  prov- 
inces and  districts  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  and  this  Association  holding  this  Convention 
every  three  years  perpetuates  its  work  by  two  great  committees  (1) 
the  Executive  Committee,  composed  of  a  member  from  each  of  these 
66  states.  They  carry  forward  the  work  under  the  direction  of  the 
Association,  and  report  to  the  conventions  held  triennially,  employ 
the  field  workers,  distribute  the  resources  coming  to  them,  inaugurate 
great  enterprises,  and  carry  them  forward  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 
Three  or  four  workers  are  now  in  the  field  for  this  International  work, 
beside  the  great  host  of  men  and  women  throughout  these  states  and 
provinces  who  give  portions  of  their  time  free. 

The  second  feature  of  the  Association  is  the  Lessor  Committee,  of 
which,  I  am  glad  this  afternoon  to  say,  the  honored  President,  Dr. 
Potts,  is  here.     It  has  been  diligently  engaged,  as  you  hea^d  yesterday, 
8  years  in  giving  us  this  wonderful  scheme  of  lessons. 

We  have  next  the  Provincial  or  State  Association.  In  our  Prov- 
ince there  are  80  electoral  districts  with  which  we  deal.  Our 
Provincial  Association  is  represented  to  the  country,  perhaps  very 
largely,  by  our  annual  conventions  and  by  our  Field  Secretary.  But 
you  must  bear  in  mind  the  great  broad  difference  between  the  Associ- 
ation and  the  Convention  ;  the  Convention  lives  three  days,  the 
Association  lives  ever  ;  it  is  composed  of  its  General  Executive  and  its 
Central  Executive.  Its  General  Executive  is  made  up  of  three  mem- 
bers from  each  of  these  counties  or  electoral  districts.  This  Conven- 
tion, through  its  business  committee  and  your  approbation,  appoints 
one  member  representing  them  in  each  of  these  counties.     The  Presi- 
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dent  of  the  county  organization  is  an  ex-ojirio  member  of  thai 
Executive.  The  Convention  or  the  Executive  action  of  the 
county  appoints  a  third  member.  In  the  counties  and  districts  thtisc 
three  persons,  men  or  women  as  the  case  may  be,  are  responsible  to 
perpetuate  the  interests  and  carry  forward  tiie  work  of  our  Pro 
vincial  Association.  The  Executive  of  the  Association  receives  its 
directions  fron\  the  Convention,  carries  forward  all  its  plans,  operates 
its  enterprises,  inaugurates  the  varied  schemes,  and  looks  after  tht 
interests  at  large.  It  meets  also  before  the  Convention,  and  carries 
forward  its  work  during  the  days  of  the  Convention,  and  meets  semi 
annually  at  Easter  time  in  the  city  of  Toronto.  The  average  attend 
ance  is  from  35  to  50 — sometimes  a  little  more  than  50 — of  the  men 
and  women  of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  who  pay  their  own  expenses, 
and  give  their  time  to  carry  forward  these  enterprises. 

The  next  link  in  the  chain  is  the  County  organization.  This  is 
made  up  of  representatives  from  the  townships  and  settlements  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  county,  and  its  executive  action  is  like  that  ot 
the  Provincial  within  its  iield,  carrying  forward  the  work  of  th( 
county,  and  standing  as  the  binding  link  between  the  Provincial 
Association  and  the  Township  organizations ;  the  Township  orgaui 
zations  covering  a  smaller  field,  having  precisely  similar  organization 
and  doing  work  of  the  same  kind  within  their  sphere.  So  that  the 
purpose  and  plan  is  that  from  the  'lead,  the  International  Association, 
may  come  down  to  us  all  of  the  results  of  research,  and  practice, 
and  operation,  all  of  the  invention  and  tried  processes,  all  of  tlu 
advanced  methods  and  nteaus,  down  through  this  perfected  channel, 
until  the  inspiration  and  information  and  advanced  ideas,  new 
thoughts  and  new  practices  shedding  light  upon  '>,!ie  grand  old  book 
may  reach  the  school  in  the  most  sparse  settlement  of  the  back  town 
ships  of  our  Province. 

Now,  you  see  we  are  dependent  from  the  individual  school  on  the 
one  hand,  to  the  International  Association  on  the  other  hand.  The 
International  Association  cannot  exist  without  the  schools,  and  the 
schools  never  would  uave  been  what  they  are  without  some  such  com 
bined,  associated,  organized  influences  as  the  Internationa)  Association 
has  given  us. 

On  the  one  hand  you  see  they  gather  and  distribute  methods, 
matter,  information,  plans,  practices ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  indi- 
vidual schools  through  their  organization  of  the  township,  and  county, 
and  province,  provide  and  contribute,  so  that  you  see  they  act  and 
react  upon  each  other,  and  provide  the  one  for  the  other,  so  that 
there  is  mutual  advantage  and  mutual  benefit. 

We    reach   just  here   the  point  for  the  emphasizing  of  which  this 
Conference  this  afternoon  was  called,  that  is  the  matter  of  support  of 
the  organization   so  far   as  township   associations  and  county  associ- 
ations  are   concerned,     If  they  have  their  regular  gatherings,  their 
ordiniry  contributions  will  carry  them  forward,  I  was  going  to  say  1)1} 
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ciwes  out  of  100,  as  no  burden  to  the  executive  of  tht;  township  and 
no  burden  to  the  executive  of  a  county.  Hut  we  are  one  of  OG  factors 
supporting  the  International.  We  have  tried  to  take  our  place  as  a 
Province  in  the  support  ol:  the  International  Association,  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Field  and  General  Secretaries  and  the  Secretary  among 
the  negroes  of  the  south,  and  the  interests  of  Mr.  Ikehara,  in  Japan, 
and  other  workers  that  from  time  to  time  may  be  employed.  C)ur 
contribution  to  the  International  has  been  -i^liOO  a  year  for  some  time, 
and  T  may  say  to  you  that  we  who  have  been  privileged  to  meet  at 
these  International  gatherings,  and  who  are  honored,  as  we  are,  with 
the  chief  representative  of  that  great  connnitt(  o  being  in  our  midst 
and  one  of  ourselves,  I  am  glad  to  say  to  you  we  hi^ve  always  been  able 
to  pay  our  proiin'ses.  I  think,  too,  we  havci  had  more  than  our  share 
of  the  assistance  of  the  tield  oHioers  of  the  Tntertjational  Association, 
for  we  have  been  favored  with  the  gentlemen  and  lady  who  are  cater- 
ing to  our  knowledge  and  instruction  these  days  ;  with  Mr.  Jacobs  ; 
with  the  honored  Wm.  Reynolds,  who  has  gone  to  his  reward  ;  Mr. 
Lawrence,  and  a  number  of  others.  So  that,  while  we  "have  striven  as 
good  loyal  workers,  as  the  Province  of  Ontario,  to  keep  our  corner  up 
and  pay  our  way,  we  have  had  a  larger  share,  I  think,  of  these  officers 
taking  it  from  year  to  year,  than  perhaps  the  States  at  large  have  had, 
or  some  of  the  other  Provinces  have  had. 

Now  I  want  to  say  two  things.  In  the  first  place,  I  think  we  ought 
to  feel  this  afternoon  that  a  better  state  of  afi'airs  ought  to  exist  in 
the  Province  of  Ontario.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  to  you  "  peace," 
when  it  would  be  a  good  deal  better  if  we  had  a  little  confusion.  Of 
the  eighty  electoral  districts  of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  only  about 
sixty  of  them  have  a  living  organization,  and  that  is  the  secret  of  our 
needinu;  $G00  or  $700  to-day  to  scjuare  our  ledger  ;  and  this  is  the 
growing  time,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  a  time  when  we  have  a  growing 
deficit  in  our  Sunday  School  Association. 

Down  from  that  point  we  must  depend  on  the  counties — upon  the 
county  Association  ;  V)ut,  added  to  that,  we  want  one  thing  more,  and 
that  is,  a  [)olicy  solid,  safe,  sure,  feasible,  workable,  and  that  policy  I 
propose  simply  to  intimate  to  you.  It  is  precisely  what  was  intimated 
by  these  lips  at  Cooke's  Church  some  years  ago,  when  I  spoke  of  two 
cents  for  each  member  on  the  Sunday  School  rolls.  You  are  aware 
that  less  than  $2,200  was  our  revenue  this  year  for  the  whole  of  the 
Sunday  School  members,  not  counting  home  members.  You  can  see 
one  cent  a  member  would  give  us  more  than  twice  as  much  revenue  as 
we  have.  We  have  about  4,500  schools.  A  dollar  a  school,  on  an 
average,  would  give  it  to  us.  We  have  50,000  teachers;  10  cents  of 
an  average  per  teacher  would  give  us  $5,000.  One  cent  per  member 
of  all  the  Sunday  Schools  would  give  us  $5,000,  Have  you  any  idea 
what  $5,000  in  the  hands  of  the  Provincial  Executive  and  Central 
Executive  would  dol  Have  you  any  idea  what  enormous  work  it 
would  mean  with  that  influence  behind  it  1  Have  you  any  idea  of 
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what  the  inspiration  of  practical  workers,  going  out  to  the  varied  dis- 
tricts, would  do  if  tlieir  expenses  could  be  paid,  and  that  is  all  thej 
would  ask  1     Have  you  any  idea  what  it  would  mean  1 

Now,  beloved,  the  policy  must  contain,  iirst,  a  minimum  request, 
It  must  contain  th's  fact,  that  onlj'  one  demand  be  made  from  any 
Sunday  ydiool  in  .i  year ;  that  is  all.  We  can  get  anytliing  from  our 
Sunday  Schools  that  is  reasonable.  (Hear,  hoar.)  Tt  was  no  trouble 
to  get  a  contribution  from  the  Sunday  School  for  an  India-Famine 
Fund,  for  a  Hull -Ottawa  Fire-Fuiid;  no  difficulty,  from  a  little  Sunday 
School  in  my  congregation,  on  Chustmas  Day,  to  get  $12  or  $1.'] 
for  the  Sick  Children's  .'lospital ;  none  whatever.  No  difficulty, 
twelve  months  ago,  for  that  Sunday  School  to  put  S542.21  to  meet  ;i 
request  of  its  pastor  for  a  thousand  dollars  for  the  whole  congregation. 
The  strength  of  our  churches  is  in  the  Sunday  Schools,  and  what  we 
want  is  not  spasmodic  ef.brt,  but,  with  the  basis  of  one  cent  a  mem 
ber,  we  could  depend  upon  ^5,000  a  year.  Only  one  contribution  i.s 
asked  ;  tiiat  carries  all  the  interests.     Then  you  have  that  as  a  basis, 

Then  you  have  one  other  thought,  that,  with  a.ll  ouv  organization, 
it  must  live  ;  and  if  it  lives,  it  can  only  live  by  fusion.  Men  and 
women  whose  hearts  are  on  tire  with  the  interests  of  the  work,  there 
are  .some  things  we  do  not  want  to  take  into  the  next  century  !  I 
have  been  sick  and  worried  to  death  with  tlie  tremendous  efibrt  made 
to  sen  that  we  don  t  follow  a  Presbyterian  in  an  office  by  a  Pre,sbyter 
ian,  and  we  don't  follow  a  Methodist  by  a  Methodist,  and  a  Baptist  by 
a  Baptist,  and  so  on  down  through  the  varied  regiments  of  the  army 
of  tlui  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  are  getting  out  of  that  rut.  I  hope 
we  will  get  ou*  of  it  forever.  This  suggestion  is  that,  in  the  selection 
of  officers,  don't  change  a  township  or  county  Secretary  unless  you  are 
absolutely  ol)liged  to.  (Hear,  hear.)  Get  the  best  men  or  women 
that  you  can  get.  Hold  on  to  them.  This  is  no  Greek,  or  Latin,  or  Ori 
ental  language  I  am  speaking  to  you.  We  all  know  that  the  success 
of  the  institution  will  depend  largely  on  the  efficiency  and  zeal  of  our 
Secretary.  Don't  change  your  Secretaries.  If  they  get  married,  give 
them  your  benediction  and  tell  them  to  work  on  still. 

Now,  these  are  my  sugge.stions  to  you.  A  living  organization  in 
your  Sunday  School  work,  having  live  men  and  women  as  officers: 
and,  if  you  can  get  them,  don't  ask  them  what  section  of  the  church 
they  belong  to,  because  tliey  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus  in  this  work. 
A  world-defined  poucy,  realizing,  in  asking  once  a  year  for  a  mininnnii 
contribution  of  ore  cent  each,  that  you  will  have  twice  as  much  rev- 
enue as  you  have  now  ;  and  coupled  with  that  this  fact,  that  your  sec 
retary  of  the  township  organization  looks  to  the  townships.  The  day 
is  coming.  Some  counties  have  an  organization,  but  they  do  not  make 
it  a  rule  to  hold  a  convention  every  year  ;  but  they  throw  their  inliu 
ence  aitd  str<-ugth,  and  knowledge,  and  zeal  into  the  township  organi 
zfttions  to  help  them  forward.  Hold  the  township  Secretaries  respon- 
sible for  a  c(.mplete  and  revised  list,  annually,  of  all  Superintendents 
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and  Secretaries  within  their  precincts,  and  a  copy  to  go  to  the  head 
office  or  the  Association  every  year.  Now,  what  have  you  got  to  say 
about  it  1 

Mr.  Steyn — Wefiay:  "It  is  all  right." 

Mr.  Redditt — I  think  the  matter  ought  to  go  out.  It  is  not  new 
facts  so  much  as  new  impressions  that  we  need.  Now,  if  the  brethren 
have  anything  to  say,  let  them  say  it.     It  is  to  be  a  conference. 

The  President — It  has  been  so  well  said  there  is  nothing  left. 

Mr.  Trejulcock — Do  you  recommtud  doing  away  with  county  con- 
ventions and  holding  the  township  Secretary  responsible  lor  the  county 
statistics,  and  making  the  county  Secretary  only  a  channel,  a  medium 
by  which  they  are  fed  1 

'.iMv.  Reduitt  — I  say  that  we  are  in  a  transition  state  in  our  Prov- 
inde.  In  our  Province  there  has  been  a  re-arrangement  of  municipal 
government  and  county  government,  and  some  counties  have  grown 
up  to  a  point  so  strong,  they  have  worked  their  townships  so  strongly 
that  ihe  township  conventions  are  now  equal  to  anything  that  the 
counties  can  hold,  and  that  is  a  matter  for  local  management.  But 
the  county  organization  should  be  so  thorough,  so  complete,  so  thor- 
oughly covering  the  townships  of  the  county  and  advancing  in  its 
movements  that,  whether  they  liold  a  convention  or  not,  or  whether 
they  join  themselves  with  this  township  this  year  and  that  township 
the  next  year,  they  will  be  leading  on  the  hosts  all  the  time.  But, 
brethren,  we  cannot  get  statistics,  such  as  we  can  depend  on  with  any 
j^reat  success, only  as  we  come  near  to  the  fountain  whence  they  spring; 
and  the  township  seci  etaries  are  certainly  the  liest  channels  through 
which  to  get  them.  You  will  bear  in  mind  some  few  years  ago  I  urged 
the  importance  of  having  a  larg(>sized  private  postal  card,  made  double, 
so  that  we  could  send  them  oat  to  the  township  secretaries  and  county 
secretaries,  perhaps  disti'ibute  them,  so  that  we  would  be  able  to  get 
our  statistics  by  that  means.  There  are  some  places — Peel  County 
you  heard  from — they  send  their  schedule  with  their  visitor  ;  the 
County  of  Peterboro'  does  the  same  thing,  and  the  visitor  has  to  till 
up  the  vacant  parts.  By  whatever  means  you  get  it,  we  must  depend 
on  the  townships  to  deal  with  the  individual  s-chools.  It  seems  to  me 
we  will  get  the  best  results  in  that  wav. 

Mr.  Jacksou — Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  one  difficulty  we  are  going 
to  meet  that  I  have  come  in  contact  witli  already.  Some  of  these 
counties  that  have  fallen  into  that  dithculty,  don't  know  how  to  keep 
their  county  association  alive,  although  all  their  townships  are  organ- 
izfid  and  doing  good   work. 

Mr.  Redditt— How  will  you  remedy  that? 

A  Delegate — Take  some  of  the  Township  Officers  and  make  them 
County  Officers. 

Mr.  Redditt — You    must   bring   your  Township  Presidents   and 
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Secretaries,  if  you  are  going  to  have  a  vital  connection  to  form  your 
County  Executive. 

Another  Delegate — In  West  York  we  have  a  Township  President 
who  is  Vice-President  of  the  County  Association ;  we  hold  a  Conven 
tion  every  year.  I  doubt  whether  it  is  possible  to  hold  a  County 
together  without  holding  a  County  Convention  every  year. 

Mr.  DoNLY — I  disagree  with  that.  I  think  it  is  possiblible  to  hold 
a  separate  County  organization,  and  we  will  have  connection  witli 
the  townships.  I.  think  it  would  be  deplorable  that  we  should  do 
away  with  tlie  County  Conventions.  The  County  Executive  should 
be  in  touch  with  this  Provincial  Association,  and  let  the  County  and 
Townships  manage  their  own  affairs,  and  then  let  the  County  officer? 
that  you  appoint  be  at  the  head  association  here. 

Mr.  Jackson — How  do  you  keep  your  Executive  alive  ? 

Mr.  DoNLY — Yearly. 

Mr.  Jackson — By  what  body  1 

Mr.  DoNLY — By  the  County  Association. 

Mr.  Redditt — You  have  one  from  this  Provincial  Association  ? 

Mr.  DoNLY — Yes. 

Mr.  Kedditt — You  have  the  Presidents  of  your  Townships  1 

Mr.-DoNLY — Ye.s,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Home  Department. 

Mr.  Jackson — Who  forms  your  County  Executive? 

Mr.  DoNLY — The  President  and  General  Secretary  of  the  County 

the  President  of  each  Township  Association  ;  the  Secretary  of  tlie 
Home  Department  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Normal  Department. 
They  are  elected  annually  by  the  Townsliip  Association,  and  the 
others  are  elected  by  tlie  County ;  the  County  Presidents  by  tlu: 
County  Executive  yearly. 

Mr.  Jackson — Each  Township  elects  representatives,  and  that 
forms  a  certain  body,  and  they  are  called  together  and  they  elect  the 
County  President  and  Secretary'? 

Mr.  DoNLY — Yes.  We  have  a  Secretary  of  the  Home  Depart 
ment  ;  a  Secretary  of  the  Normal  work  in  each  Township, 'and  these 
are  all  on  the  County  Executive. 

Mr.  Redditt — Bro.  Campbell,  will  you  tell  us  how  it  is  worked  in 
your  County,  West  Elgin  ? 

Mr.  Campbell — In  our  County  Convention  we  elect  the  President 
from  three  Townships,  and  we  elect  two  Vice-Presidents,  one  from 
each  of  the  other  townships,  which  the  President  is  not  elected 
from,  and  this  President  and  the  two  Vice-Presidents,  together 
with  the  President  of  each  of  the  three  Townships,  and  the  Secretary 
Treasurer  of  the  County  form  our  Executive.  We  have  been  holdini; 
a  Township  Convention  each,  year,   and   a   County   Convention  each 
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year,  but  there  was  a  feeling  two  or  three  years  ago  we  were  having 
too  many  Conventions,  and  last  year  we  held  the  County  in  connec- 
tion with  one  of  the  Townships.  Next  year  we  will  hold  it  in  con- 
nection with  one  of  the  other  Townships. 

Mr.  Gibson — The  only  question  that  I  can  see  at  issue  in  the  new 
policy  proposed,  is  the  (juestion  of  holding  a  Convention  in  connection 
with  the  County  Association.  I  have  always  understood,  and  we 
liave  acted  upon  the  principle,  that  we  have  our  Township  Associa- 
tions and  County  Associations.  The  County  Executive  is  composed 
of  the  President,  Vice-President,  Township  Presidents,  and  all  resi- 
dent ministers  of  the  district  are  members  of  the  Executive.  And 
the  County  Association  keeps  itself  in  touch  with  the  individual 
schools  through  the  Township  officers,  and  in  that  way  the  statistics 
ought  to  be  obtained.'  One  difficulty  has  l»een  to  get  efficient  Secre- 
taries who  will  respond  to  the  duties  of  the  office.  The  question  in 
my  mind  has  been  in  connection  with  this,  whether  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  hold  the  County  Association  well  in  hand  without  a  Conven- 
tion. We  have  so  far  in  our  district  always  held  an  annual  Conven- 
tion, and  one  President  has  been  kept  in  office  three  ov  four  years. 
If  we  get  good  officers  we  try  to  keep  them  in  office  ;  through 
County  or  Township  officers  we  keep  in  touch  with  the  individual 
schools. 

Mr.  Redditt — A  County  organization  is  absolutely  imperative 
•whether  they  have  a  Convention  or  not. 

Mr.  Jackson — May  I  ask  that  the  President  be  given  a  few 
moments  to  speak  as  to  the  Peterboro'  organization.  I  think  it  is 
a  model  one. 

The  President — The  Peterboro'  County  Association  is  formed 
exactly  on  the  same  lines  as  the  Provincial  Association.  There  is  a 
Superintendent  for  each  department;  Home  Class,  which  would  include 
the  Visitation ;  the  Primary,  which  includes  the  Cradle  Roll,  and  the 
Normal ;  each  of  these  Superintendents  are  members  of  the  County 
Executive,  or  County  Council  we  call  them  now  ;  then  the  member 
appointed  by  yourselves  at  this  session  is  another  member ;  the  man 
who  is  delegated  to  represent  us  here  is  another  member  ;  then  from 
«ach  of  the  Townships  we  have  the  President  who  is  an  ex  officio 
member  of  that  Council.  Then  they  elect  also  another  representative 
.to  our  Council  Board,  and  we  appoint  one,  and  there  are  three  from  each 
Township,  members  of  the  Board.  We  have  no  Convention,  but  we 
start  with  a  programme  provided  by  the  Central  Executive.  And  we 
l^ad  the  pleasure  of  having  Mrs.  Duncan  last  year,  and  the  Rev,  J. 
C.  Tibb,  and  they  started  in  the  Township  of  Peterboro',  and  they 
made  a  complete  round  of  the  whole  of  our  association  work,  ending 
up  in  Otonahee,  which  is  the  final  place  for  that  constituency;  having 
covered  the  whole  field  with  the  same  programme,  but  with  local 
•Bsistance   wherever  it  was  available.     We  have  concentrated  to  a 
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certain  point  and  lifted  the  whole  association  by  the  same  plan.      \\\ 
are  aiming  at  having  two  of  those  each  year. 

Mr.  McIntnes — Do  you  hold  a  Convention  in  every  Township? 

President — Every  Township,  and  that  will  be  done  twice  a  year. 

Mr.  Redditt  read  a  communication  from  Mr.  Alfred  Day,  whicli 
on  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Frizzell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mclnue.s,  was  le 
ferred  to  the  Secretary,  in  order  that  he  might  suitably  acknowledge 
the  same. 

After  singing,  the  Convention  was  addressed  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Patei 
son  on 

Financial  Pledges. 

]Mr.  Paterson — Mr.  Chairman  and  Christian  friends — I  daresay  soiii^ 
of  you  think  it  is  very  strange,  that  when  a  clergyman  like  Mr 
Redditt  is  satisfied  with  a  lower  position  on  the  platform,  that  I  as  a 
layman  should  enter  the  sacred  desk  and  prefer  to  speak  to  you  fron. 
here.  I  will  tell  you  why  1  do  it.  t  come  into  this  pulpit,  so  that  1 
may  emphasize  the  fact  that,  the  message  I  am  about  to  deliver  to  yon 
ought  to  be,  and  I  hope  is,  as  sacred  a  message  as  any  delivered  to  you 
during  this  Convention.  Unless  I  get  the  givinga  of  this  day,  based 
upon  tlie  principle  that  they  are  acts  of  worship,  then  I  fail  in  m\ 
reijuest. 

"A  pledge"  is  always  unpopular.  No  man  likes  to  be  pledge! 
it  is  a  kind  of  imputation  on  his  honesty.  "Financial,"  another  ele 
juent  of  unpopularity.  People  do  not  like  to  be  asked  for  money  ;  it 
is  a  sort  of  imputation  that  they  need  to  be  asked.  "Financial 
unpopular;  "Pledge"  unpopular,  and  "Financial  Pledge,"  that  is 
unpopular  raised  to  the  power  of  two.  It  is  unpopularity  squnterl  as 
the  mathematician  would  say. 

This  Association  has,  T  apprehend,  three  kinds  of  work  :  Organ 
ization,  which  is  the  machinery  ;  Education,  which  represent^ 
the  power ;  Evangelization,  which  personifies  the  divine  purpose, 
the  divine  motive,  the  end  of  all  our   work;    for    unless  it  ends  •in 


evangelization,  then  it  ends   in 


nothing. 


It  is   all  based,  therefore. 


upon  the  human  machinery,  the  organization  ;  transfuse  through  that 
the  divine  spirit  and  then  you  get  a  perfect  machinery  and  a  perfect 
organization.  In  order  to  have  the  machinery  run  smoothly  and 
.  Tectively  we  need  the  machinery  to  be  oiled  ;  we  need  the  wheels  to 
be  well  balanced  ;  we  need  fuel  in  the  furna>,d  and  steam  in  the 
boiler  ;  and  to  get  the  fuel  there  and  the  steam  in  the  boiler  we  come 
and  ask  you  to  respond  to  us  as  you  have  done  in  years  gone  by, 
with  financial  promises  to  help  this  Association  through  the  coming 
year. 

We  regret  that  last  year  wa.s  not  so  fruitful  as  the  years  that 
have  precevled  it  We  fell  behind  by  about  $600.  Not  because 
we    had    not  the  assets,  but  because  th*  assets  were  not   realized. 
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ame  plan.  AVf  J  tnow  that  last  year  some  heavy  assessments  were  laid  upou  us. 
I  know  of  two  denominations  that  have  been  building  up  great  memo- 
rials for  the  end  of  the  century — the  Century  Fund  ;  and  we  know 
when  it  comes  to  a  question  as  between  what  is  purely  denominational 
and  what  is  inter-denominational,  very,  very  often  the  inter- 
denominational suffers.     All  success  to  the  Century  Funds. 

Dr.  Potts — Amen  ! 

Mr.  Paterson — May  they  grow  and  grow  larger,  and  in  the  coming 
year  may  we  see  not  two  millions  only,  but  more  than  that,  filling  the 
coflFers  of  those  churches  that  have  launched  forth  in  these  "reat  enter- 

•  •  • 

prises.  We  have  also  had  the  Patriotic  Fund  before  us  last  year,  and 
all  honor  to  them,  to  the  great  men  and  the  good  men  who  stayed 
at  home  and  saw  to  it  that  our   volunteers   received  the  sinews   and 
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munitions  of  war ;  and  all  honor  to  the  noble  men  who  went  forth  to 
the  front  (applause)  and  did  battle  for  right  and  for  truth.  But 
surely  this  request  of  ours  is  patriotic.  Who  is  here  so  low  that  will  not 
love  his  country  1  If  any,  then  let  him  not  contribute  to-day.  If  jou 
love  your  country,  T  put  it  io  you  that  this  is  one  way  by  which  you 
can  show  the  love  of  your  country  by,  contributing  to  this  inter-de- 
noininational  fund,  and  so  niaking  the  power  and  force  and  emphasis 
of  this  Association  greater.  The  war  is  practically  over.  Grim  vis- 
aged  war  has  smoothed  her  wrinkled  front.  We  have  given  offerings 
to  the  God  of  War,  let  us  give  offerings  to-day  to  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
God  works  out  His  purposes  through  human  instrumentality,  and  if 
He  desires  to  effect  a  certain  purpose,  He  inspires  some  good  man  or 
some  unselfish  woman  to  suggest  the  lines  on  which  that  purpose 
works  out.  8o  we  stand  to-day  and  ask  you  for  money  wherewith  to 
carry  on  this  inter-denominational  work. 

Why  do  we  need  the  money?  How  much  do  we  need  '  Well,  we 
need  roundly  some  $3,500  to  .^4,000.  What  for  ?  Why,  to  keep  the 
string  of  inter-denominational  eflbrt  unbroken.  I  ask  you  to  help  us 
to  support  the  International  Association,  to  keep  our  Province  alive, 
that  this  Sabbath  School  work,  that  the  sacred  light  of  Sabbath 
School  truth  may  keep  moving  from  one  end  of  the  Province  to  the 
other,  from  east  to  west  and  from  north  to  south  ;  that  the  Secretaries 
may  be  amply  paid  ;  that  your  Central  Committee  may  not  be  con- 
sumed with  anxiety  ;  that  the  business  men,  as  most  of  us  are,  should 
not  be  unnecessarily  anxious  about  the  fortunes  and  the  future  of  this 
AjBsociation.  Since  last  Convention  we  have  had  a  change  of  Secre- 
taries, two  new  officers  appointed.  There  has,  therefore,  been  to  some 
extent  a  dislocation  in  our  work,  and  that  may  to  some  extent  explain 
the  want  of  that  ready  response  to  the  promises  that  were  made  at 
thie  last  Convention  at  Gait. 

1901  will  commence  t\  '•  new  century.  We  are  right  on  the  dawn 
of  that  ;  less  than  tvi^o  months  and  we  have  the  new  century.  Can 
you  not  launch  out  into  the  new  century,  and  make  a  fund  for  Sab- 
bath  School   work?     The  fund  to  cover  up   the  deficiencies  in  last 
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year's  Convention,  in  last  year's  work,  and  make  a  better  fund, 
surer  fund  for  the  coming  year's  work  1  (Hear,  hear).  The  gentle 
men  who  used  to  walk  up  and  down  Hownslow  Heath  in  the  old  day 
the  gentlemen  of  the  road  with  masks  on  their  faces,  used  to  sav 
"your  money  or  your  life."  We  know  in  Christian  work  it  is  no 
your  money  or  your  life,  but  your  money  and  your  life,  (Applause 
You  are  here  Vjecause  you  have  consecrated  your  lives.  Yo. 
would  not  be  here  unless  you  did.  Having  given  your  live 
you  cannot  give  your  life  without  giving  the  results  of  you 
life  ;  the  result  of  the  unwearying  brain  or  the  restless  hami 
These  are  tlie  moneys  that  the  Lord  demands  from  ue,  and  I  do  r\c 
ask  this  to  be  given  grudgingly  or  of  necessity  ;  we  are  here  to  giv 
willingly  ;  we  are  here  to  give  from  pure  .spirituality.  And  therefor 
now,  we  will  ask  you  to-day  as  representing  counties,  townships  o 
individual  schools,  or  individual  selves,  to  give  us  of  that  substaiu 
that  has  come  to  you  from  the  Giver  of  all  eood. 

And  so  that  our  thoughts  may  be  properly  guided  and  pure  spiritualit; 
properly  lifted,  1  think  it  is  the  right  time,  the  right  occasion  and  tli- 
right  place,  that  we  should  now,  before  another  word  is  spoken,  uplif 
our  voices  and  hearts  in  prayer  and  ask  the  givers  to  be  filled  witl 
generous  impulses,  the  gifts  to  be  consecrated,  and  that  it  may  not  b- 
laid  on  the  table,  but  laid  on  the  altar.  And  with  this  thought,  too 
that  the  small  township  that  gives  its  dollar  or  five  dollars,  is  as  dea; 
in  the  mind  of  the  great  All-seer  as  the  township  or  county  that  give^ 
its  hundred  dollars,  and  so,  too,  with  individual  givers.  I  venture  t 
say  it  is  a  sound  principle,  that  there  may  be  the  chords  of  angeli 
harmony  sounded  when  a  copper  falls  into  a  missionary  box,  while  tb 
clash  of  gold  flung  down  with  an  improper  spirit  may  raise  discordant 
harmonies  in  heaven's  ciioir,  and  therefore,  it  is  the  spirit,  it  i^ 
the  motive,  it  is  the  purpose,  and  with  all  that  in  our  minds  and  witl 
more  than  that  in  our  minds,  I  will  a.sk  the  Rev.  Dr.  Benson  to  leac 
us  in  prayer. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Benson  led  in  prayer,  after  which  Mr.  Paterson  called 
for  and  received  the  following  list  of  pledges  : 

The  following  amounts  were  promised  : 


SUMMARY  OF  PLEDGES. 


COUNTIES   AND   CITIES. 


CarNton R,  Gamble ^25  0 

Dunu,  8 J.  E.  Colquhown 40  0 

Durham,  West P.  C.  Trebilcock _ 35  >} 

Elgin,  West John  B.  Campbell [ .  20  Oi 

Frontenac,  South Geo.  Letherland 10  ()< 

Grenville John  Puttenham .'. .  30  0 

Glengary A.  Mclnnes 20  (X 
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Hastings,  North Rev.  E.  W.  McKay 

Hastings,  South A.  A.  Richardson 

Halton Miss  Clara  Davidson 

Haldiinand Rev.  E.  II.  Bean 

Lennox  and  Addington  . . .  S.  Gibson 

JNorfolk A.  J.  Donley 

Northumberland J.  C.  Rosevear 

Ontario,  Nortli    Rev.  J.  J.  Redditt 

Peterb(jro' Miss  Laura  Bennett 

Peol VVm.  Steen 

Perth J.  Hord 

Prescott Wm.  Kiilioan 

Toronto Messrs.  Paterson  &  Haniiltou 

Wentworbh,  South W.  M.  Orr 

Welland Rev.  J.  M.  Moyer.     A  collection  from 

each  school. 

York,  North A.  E.  Starr 

Yorkj'VVest J.  A.  L.  Macpherson 


Totr^l  Counties  and  Cities $1,710  00 


f  60  00 

30  00 

85  00 

40  00 

50  00 

85  00 

30  00 

26  00 

130  00 

125  00 

50  00 

20  00 

700  00 

40  00 

100  00 

60  00 

Township  Association, 
County  of  Peterboro' . 


PLEDGES,    TOWNSHIP. 


,  Miss  Laura  Bennett 5  00 


SCHOOL   PLEDGES. 

Bridge    Street  Methodist, 

Belleville Wm.  Johnson 

Queen    Street    Methodist, 

Kingston G.  A.  Bateman 

Keene  Methodist Mrs.  A.  E.  Wood. . 


10  00 


PERSONAL. 


A.  J.  Donly Simcoe 

H,  A.  CoUver Simcoe. . . , 

Wm.  Johnson Belleville. . 

Kev.  H.  Symond Peterboro' . 


5  00 
5  00 

10  00 
5  00 
5  00 
2  00 

Total , $1,757  00 

'^e  following  additional  amounts  have  been  pledged  since  the 
■mm  meeting  in  Brockville  : 

Wellington  County $70  00 

Chielph  City 50  00 

©OK  mi    "^'^th  Simcoe  County 25  00 

40  S    ^*»"'^^" 40  00 


35  IX 
20  W 
10  Ot' 

30  a 

20  (X' 


■lotal $1,942  00 
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Mr.  Steyn— This  is  the  first  Provincial  Convention  I  have  been  at 
for  a  long  time,  and  although  I  was  born  a  Presbyterian,  and  married 
a  Methodist  wife,  I  confess  I  feel  I  am  soniethnig  of  a  quaker  till 
now.  The  spirit  has  been  moving  me  this  last  twenty  minutes  to  give 
my  deliverance  and  I  am  going  to  give  it.  Having  listened  to  the 
mode  and  manner  in  which  those  finances  have  been  gone  about,  I, 
from  my  standpoint  say  I  don't  wonder  tiiat  you  have  come  out 
behind  some  years  in  your  money  matters.  We  have  liad  a 
splendid  address  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Redditt  about  organizixtion. 
Now,  you  speak  about  raising  your  money.  You  are  allowing 
individuals  to  throw  in  their  mite ;  you  are  allowing  townships  to 
throw  in  their  mites.  I  hold  up  th(-  exatnple  of  the  County  of  Peel 
of  forbidding  their  schools  to  give  a  dollar  direct  to  the  Provincial 
Association.  Contribute  to  your  Township  Treasurer.  The  Township 
Treasurer  contributes  to  the  County  Treasurer,  and  the  Qounty 
Treasurer  for  the  last  ten  years  has  met  every  pledge  without  one 
cent  deficiency. 

As  I  have  said,  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  been  at  the  Conven- 
tion, and  perhaps  it  is  the  last  time.  I  have  been  watching  this  Con- 
vention work  for  forty-two  years,  and  every  place  where  organization 
has  been  made  use  of,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  it  has  been  a  com- 
plete success.  Ten  years  ago  T  took  the  position  of  County  Treas- 
urer. I  asked  them  to  give  it  to  me  as  a  favor.  They  got  $200 
behind  in  the  hands  of  these  great  men  in  the  city  of  Brampton,  the 
centre  of  the  county  of  Peel,  where  all  the  intelligence  and  intelligent 
orators  of  the  county  reside,  and  they  made  it  run  to  the  ground  so 
that  we  had  no  convention  for  one  year.  Consequently  our  means  of 
collecting  dropped  ofi".  They  intrusted  that  little  business  to  me. 
The  next  year  we  pulled  up  the  .f 200  we  were  behind,  and  we  came 
out  with  ^.5  balance  in  hand;  and,  since  then,  we  have  beer,  accumu- 
lating every  year,  until  our  county,  this  year,  felt  warranted  in  send- 
ing nie  here  to  pledge  $125,  not  only  lOr  this  year  but  for  five  years 
to  come  (applause),  and  there  is  not  another  county  in  connection  with 
the  Association  that  can  do  it.  Perhaps  you  think  I  am  a  sort  of 
curiosity  here  (applause),  but  I  am  just  going  to  follow  suit.  A  few 
minutes  ago  you  said  you  had  an  idea  al>out  establishing  a  centurv 
fund,  and  I  brought  that  idea  before  our  County  Convention.  I  want 
to  prove  to  you  that  my  mind  runs  along  the  line  of  yours  (laughter.) 
Last  year,  at  the  County  Convention,  I  got  leave  of  the  Executive  to 
introduce  this  subject.  I  carried  a  resolution  at  the  County  Associa- 
tion, giving  me  the  free.'om  of  the  county  to  collect  something  to  mark 
the  coming  of  the  new  cenlnry.  I  had  some  opposition,  but  I  carried 
it,  thanks  to  the  good  help  I  got ;  and  my  idea  then  was  to  collect 
$100  in  hand  to  do  something  for  those  Muskoka  schools,  perhaps  buy 
a  new  organ  or  library  or  something  for  those  poor  schools  who  are 
working  under  so  much  disadvantage  ;  to  raise  them  up  to  the  position 
their  earnestness  entitled  them  to.     But,  in  thinking  over  the  matter 
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and  talking  it  over  with  two  or  three  of  my  friends,  wljo  were,  per- 
haps, wiser  than  I,  they  thought  it  would  be  better  to  put  it  in  the 
position  I  put  it  to-day,  to  assume  $25  a  year  for  all  time  to  come,  and 
throw  it  into  general  works  and  let  the  Provincial  otHcers  do  as  they 
think  best  with  it ;  but,  since  you  have  thrown  out  your  idea,  I  can  go 
home,  if  you  like,  and  if  you  wish  to  carry  out  your  idea  of  a  Century 
Fund,  and  take  that  $25  as  a  nucleus  for  the  Century  Fund,  our 
county  will  indorse  you,  and  it  will  put  you  in  that  position  that 
there  will  be  no  more  of  this  everlasting  begging  at  the  doors  of  the 
wealthy  for  a  cent.  (Applause).  I  can  go  heme  thinking  I  have 
delivered  my  me.ssage. 

Mr.  Patkrson— I  think  Mr.  Steyn  has  not  only  made  the  star  con- 
tribution and  the  star  speecli,  but  he  represents  a  star  organization. 
That  is  the  true  ideal.  Let  everything  come  in  to  the  County  Treas- 
urer, and  from  the  County  Treasurer  to  our  Treasurer,  and  that  will 
save  a  great  deal  of  misunderstanding  and  trouble. 

Mr.  DoNLY  read  a  tele  gram  dated  Toronto,  October  24th  :  "  Ontario 
W.C.T.U.  sends  greeting.    See  Taaiah  55  :  10  and  13.    Mary  Wvley." 

The  President  called  upon  Mr.  William  Joljnson,  of  Belleville,  to 
address  the  Convention  on  the  subject,  "The  Sunday  School  of  the 
Twentieth  Century." 


The  Twentieth  Century  Sunday  Sohool. 


Mr.  William  Johnson — When  driving  into  Brockville  recently,  past 
the  cemetery  a  large  red  granite  monument  attracted  my  attention. 
I  stopped,  when  I  saw  the  name  on  it — Billa  Flint — a  flood  of  mem- 
ories came  to  me,  for  a  son  of  that  gentleman  was  known  in  this 
town  70  years  ago  as  Billa  Flint,  jun.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
first  Sunday  School  in  Ontario,  and  one  of  its  officers. 

He  left  his  native  town,  and  arrived  in  Belleville,  as  I  have  often 
heard  him  relate,  on  Saturday  evening  19th  .hdy,  1829. 

Begotten  of  the  zeal  which  must  have  been  in  that  first  Ontario 
Sunday  School,  he  sought  out  on  the  following  day  the  only  Sunday 
School  in  Belleville,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Flint  (he  knew  enough  to  marry 
young)  enrolled  themselves  in  that  little  school  on  the  20th  of  .July, 
1829. 

It  had  been  organized  seven  years  previously,  and  had  had  a  very 
doubtful  existence.  It  was  something  nerv  ;  that  in  itself  was  enough 
to  condemn  it,  even  "Priest  "  and  "Levite"  passed  by  on  the  other 
side,  and  the  only  "  good  Samari^ans  "  it  had  were  three  or  four  laymen 
— women  were  not  yet  allowed  to  teach  ;  it  was  unscriptural  you 
know.    (See  1st  Timothy  ii.  12.)    "  But  I  suffer  not  a  woman  to  teach." 

I  have  it  from  the  lips  of  those  who  were  of  the  original  members 
of  that  school,  that  the  exercises  consisted  of  reading  the  Scriptures — 
one  Bible  for  each  class  of  fifteen  or  tweaty,  which  was  passed  around 
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for   each  to  read  a  verse,  and   the  recitation   of  verses  committed 
to   memory.      No   public-  prayers   were  offered,   and   it  was  not  con 
fiidered  desirable  that  there  should  bo  any  sin<,'ing. 

The  placo  in  which  that  tirst  Sunday  School  met,  was^  the  only 
church  in  the  village,  a  little  rough  fi-ame  building,  twice  7x9,  the 
seats  of  which  were  made  of  unplaned  planks,  nailed  to  pieces  of  saw 
logs. 

Into  that  unpromising  school  Mr.  Flint  put  all  the  energy,  zeal, 
pluck  and  enthusiasm,  which  were  his  characteristics,  and  for  nigh 
forty  years  was  its  great  human  motive  power. 

The  year  after  he  joined  the  school  he  made  a  house-to-house  visi- 
tation of  the  then  village,  and  the  school  of  GO  became  200  ;  that  was 
the  house-to-house  visitation  70  years  ago.  Like  results  to-day  for  all 
who  try  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  Flint  was  the  originator  of  Sunday  School  picnics,  for  the  first 
Sunday  School  picnic  in  the  world  was  proposed  by  him,  and  was  held  in 
1832  in  "The  Grove,"  now  Grove  Street,  Belleville.  This  alone  ought  to 
Iceep  his  memory  forever  green.  In  1869  he  was  the  President  of  this 
Association  at  its  great  Convention  held  in  Belleville  that  year. 

I  use  that  school  o.%  a  type  of  hundreds,  with  whose  historv  you  are 
familiar,  Why  ?  That  by  comparing  the  schools  of  70  or  S^  irs  ago 
with  what  theyare  to  day, you  will  seethatl  assume  no  prophei.  .jffice  in 
attempting  to  describe  "the  Sunday  School  of  the  Twentieth  Century." 

1st.  Divine  authority. — The  Sunday  School  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury will  believe  in  the  Divine  origin  of  the  Sunday  School  as  we  of 
the  nineteenth  never  have.  We  have  dated  wrongfully  the  origin  and 
conception  of  Sunday  Schools  to  Robert  Raikes. 

Different  views  from  these  will  prevail  when  cheap  editions  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Trumbull's  *'  Yale  lectures  on  the  Sunday  School  "  will  be  issued 
by  the  1,000's.  Further  research  by  others  will  give  added  light  to 
these  historical  statements  of  Dr.  Trumbull.  Let  us  see  what  he 
writes  (Yale  Lectures,  page  43). 

"  From  the  days  of  Abraham  systematic  instruction  had  its  place 
in  the  plans  of  the  chosen  people  of  God.  From  the  days  of  Moses 
the  Jewish  Church  had  a  measure  of  responsibility  for  the  religious 
training  of  the  young. 

From  the  days  of  Ezra  the  Bible  school  was  a  recognized  agency 
among  the  Jewish  people,  for  the  study  and  teaching  of  God's  word. 

In  the  days  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  there  was  in  the  land  of  his  birth 
and  sojourn  a  system  of  Bible  schools,  corresponding  quite  closely  in 
their  general  features  with  our  modern  Sunday  Schools. 

The  elementary  or  primary  schools  in  this  system  gave  chief 
prominence  to  the  study  of  the  Bible  text.  The  advanced  or  senior 
schools  in  his  system  were  a  department  of  the  synagogue,  and  in 
them  Bible  commentaries,  in  addition  to  the  Bible  text,  were  a  subject 
of  familiar  study.  The  elementary  schools  were  for  children  only. 
The  senior  schools  had  a  place  for  children,  as  well  as  for  the  adults. 
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In  all  these  schools  the  arranj,'ement  was,  that  of  scholars  grouped 
under  a  special  teacher,  and  the  process  of  teaching  was  by  form  of 
question  and  answer. 

Our  Lord  seems  to  have  been  a  scholar  in  schools  of  this  kind,  and 
again  He  was  a  teacher  in  such  s-IiooIh.  Infnundimj  His  chnixh  He 
made  liUde  school  mark  its  basis.  His  disciples  recognized  the  scope 
and  details  of  His  plan,  and  then  prosecuted  their  lal»ors  of  evangeliz- 
ing and  edifying  accordingly. 

The  Bible  school  was  the  starting  point  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  it  was  by  means  of  Bible  school  methods  that  the  Christian 
Church  has  first  extended  and  builded." 

The  following  deiinition.s  f  the  Sunday  School  will  be  the  ones  held 
by  the  Bible  schools  of  the  twentieth  century  :  That  the  service  of 
question  and  answer  Bible  study  in  connection  with  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God,  is  a  source  of  primal  importance  in  the  Churcii  of  Christ. 
A  service  which  cannot  be  neglected  by  any  disciple  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  is  capable  of  bearing  a  part  in  it.  A  service  which  has 
given  foretnost  place  in  our  Lord's  plans  of  evangelizing,  and  which 
has  never  been  assigned  a  second  place  in  the  training  agencies  of  the 
Church." —Jiev.  H.  Clay  Trumbull,  D.D. 

"  The  Sunday  School  is  a  modern  title  for  an  ancient  and  Apostolic 
service  of  the  Church. 

It  is  a  school  for  disciples  of  all  ages. 

It  is  a  school  with  a  "Master." 

It  is  a  school  with  a  text-book. 

All  this  the  Sunday  School  is,  and  all  this  the  Church  is  also." — 
Rev.  Bishop  Vincent. 

Its  name. — In  the  twentieth  century  the  Sunday  School  will  be 
known  by  its  Scriptural  name. 

The  Bible  *Sc/iot>^.  -Apart  from  the  propriety  and  rightfulness  of 
this  name,  there  are  practical  reasons  why  the  nan)o  should  be  changed. 
To  tens  of  thousands  the  Sunday  School  means  in  most  places  in  the 
old  world,  ragged  schools,  schools  for  the  unwashed,  the  poor,  the 
illiterate.  Happily  this  stignm  does  not  attach  to  them  on  this  conti- 
nent. In  our  schools  the  rich  and  poor  meet  together  ;  our  schools  are 
for  the  masses  With  us,  however,  the  Sunday  School  still  stands  for 
a  child's  school,  and  is  in  my  opinion  the  greatest  bar  to  a  successful 
solution  of  "  The  sixteen  year  old  boy-girl  question,"  "  How  to 
retain  the  senior  scholars,"  "The  Young  Men  problem." 

Its  Membership — Because  it  will  be  the  Bible  school  it  will  attract  to- 
it  the  "  masses  "  and  the  "  classes,"  the  learned,  the  unlearned.  It  will 
be  like  its  originals,  a  school  for  all  ages.  The  child,  when  born,  will 
be  enrolled  in  its  "  Cradle  Roll,"  will  then  be  welcomed  into  its 
Ivindergarten  Department  ;  from  there  promoted  to  its  Primary 
Department;  then  publicly  graduated  before  the  whole  school 
(which  will  then  be  the  entire  congregation)   into   the  Intermediate 
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Department  ;  from  thonc.j  another  public  graduation  into  the  henior 
Department,  and  whcMi  Ecclesiastics  xii.  .'{-5  is  realized,  and  not  until 
then,  the   Home   Department,  in  preparation  for  the   Home  Depart- 
ment "  not  made   hy   hands  eternal  in  the  heavens."     A  memlwrship 
'•  Krom  tlie  cradle  to  the  ;,'rave  "  will  be  the  ideal  of  this  IJible  school. 

Where  It  Will  Afe«<— There  will  be  a  wonderful  revolution  in  the 
Church  architecture  of  the  next  century. 

The  "lon^'  drawn  aisle,"  with  its  "dim  religious  light,"  will  give 
place  to  bright,  cheery,  court-the-sun^'-'ne  churches,  like  that  we  meet 
in  now.  These  churches  will  not  be  "  one  day  churches,"  but  will  be 
open  evtiry  day  in  the  week  for  prayer,  meditation  or  reading,  and 
their  Bible  school  rooms  turned  on  week  days  into  reading  rooms, 
stratjger's  parlors,  Dorcas  Society,  boys',  girls',  young  men's  and  young 
women's  club  rooms,  and  will  become  the  centres  o.''  all  the  philan- 
thropies demanded  by  its  surroundings. 

The  churches  then  will  not  leave  to  outside  organizations  the  joy 
and  privilege  of  doing  what  their  Divine  examplar  was  ever  at — 
"going  about  doing  good," /tVs<  to  the  bodies,  and  then  to  the  souls, 
of  all  they  can  reach. 

While  the  Church  of  the  Twentieth  Century  will  have  more  giving 
of  thanks  than  the  Church  now  has,  while  it  will  pray  more  than 
the  Church  does  now,  it  will  come  far  nearer  the  Master's  text  of 
discipleship.  Matthew  xxv.  35,  36:  ^^  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye 
gave  me  meat ;  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink  :  I  was  a  stranger, 
and  ye  took  me  in :  naked,  and  ye  clothed  ine :  I  was  sick,  and  ye 
visited  me  :  I  was  in  prison,  and  ye  came  unto  me." 

The  Bible  school  rooms  will  then  be  one-third  larger  than  the  rest  of 
the  building,  and  will  be  on  the  same  plane.  Why?  School  rooms 
require  more  space  than  auditoriums  of  churches. 

Imagine  some  one  in  the  Provincial  Bible  School  Association  of  1930 
describing  "the  church  buildings  of  seventy-five  years  ago," — 110 
feet  long,  80  feet  wide,  spire  100  feet,  frescoed,  carpeted,  cushioned, 
cost  .$40,000.  Under  them  they  dug  holes  twelve  feet  deep,  and  in 
these  holes  they  had  coal  and  colds,  furnaces  and  cockroaches,  and  the 
Sunday  School.  The  century  will  be  young  when  the  plan  of  Bible 
school  rooms,  now  known  as  "The  Akron,  Oiiio,  plan,"  will  become  of 
universal  adoption.  A  large  centre  circular  room,  with  rooms  all 
around  it;  these  rooms  separated  from  the  centre  one  by  glass  and 
panel  doors,  and  all  on  an  angle  from  the  middle  of  the  platform, 
where  a  separate  building,  with  gallery  above  rooms  on  ground  floor, 
and  lit  by  dome.  The  utility  of  this  plan  is,  that  it  can  be  adopted 
to  small  rooms,  or  to  those  who  have  to  strive  to  exist  in  •'  holes  under 
churches." 

Its  Pastor,  Superintendent  and  Teachers — Pastor,  First  Primas, 
Chief  Teacher. 
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He  has  bona  trained  to  teach  ;   trainedto  train  others. 

Young— What  is  a  young  man, young  womoni   Ans.— Young  hearts. 

As  soon  as  one  gets  old-nianish,  old-maidiai,.  they  are  old. 

The  Westerner  at  Sunday  Sohool  Convention,  asked'!  When 
should  one  stop  teaching  1     Ans.— "  When  ho  stops  being  juicy." 

Called— There  is  as  efFectiv((  a  call  to  teaching  as  to  preaching. 
The  ideal  Sunday  School  demands  that  its  teachers  shall  be  as  good 
men  and  women  as  its  ministers. 

Consecrated— They  are  possessed  of  "  This  one  thing  I  do." 
Rather  be  at  liible  school  than  anywhere  else.  It  is  their  "  hobby  " 
They  "  take  it  to  bed  with  them." 

Trained— Has  its  Normal  Class.  Would  like  to  see  any  High  or 
Public  school  teachers,  who  knew  more  about  "  How  to  teach  "  than  its 
teachers  do.  In  the  Twentieth  Century  Bible  Training  schools  will  be 
everwhere  Chautauqua's  and  Northiield's  multiplied  by  hundreds.  The 
pastor's  chief  stuu_y  al  his  Theological  College  was  "  How  to  teach 
teachers."  The  degrees  of  llT.,  Bachelor  of  Teaching;  D.T.,  Doctor  of 
Teaching  will  be  the  highest  that  the  universities  will  then  confer.  In 
these  days  the  minister  who  first  and  foremost  cannot  teach,  and 
cannot  train  others  to  teach,  will  be  a  back  number.  The  Church  will 
have  no  use  for  him.  The  19th  century  Church  has  suffered  immeas- 
arably  from  ministers  utterly  lacking  this  great  essential  qualification. 

Entliusiastic — Will  take  the  Bible  school  to  bed  with  them. 

Sharp  Eyes — Government  by  the  eye  vs.  Misgovernment  with  the 
tongue. 

Qiilck  Sara — Teacher  with  ears  in  back  of  head. 
Genial   Faces — The  shake  hands  school. 

Great  Hearts — Love,  love,  love. — "The  greatest  thing  in  the  world." 
Level  Heads — Sanctified  common  sense. 

Patient — Firm  —  Prompt  —  Prayerful  —  Studious —  Methodical — 
Progressive. 

Its  Sessions — The  preseiit  morning  Church  services  will  be  abol- 
ished, and  the  whole  congregation  will  spend  that  time  in  the  Bil)le 
schools,  because  the  Twentieth  Century  Church  will  emphasize  far 
beyond  the  centuries  that,  have  preceded  it,  that  its  greatest  need  is 
the  STUDY  of  the  "  Book  of  Books." 

Sunday  afternoon  then  will  be  spent  in  home  training,  in  families 
getting  to  know  each  otlusr,  in  the  Bible  and  candies,  good  books  and 
fruit,  sacred,  glad  songs,  church  and  Bible  school  papers,  and  whole- 
some drinks,  being  so  intermingled  that  Sunday  afternoons  will*  be 
foretastes  of  heaven.  While  for  those  who  have  not  homes,  the 
Bible  school  parlors  and  reading  rooms  will  be  as  near  to  home-life 
as  can  be.  The  poor,  the  sick,  the  destitute,  the  hospital,  will  have 
special  attentions  on  these  afternoons,  and  in  the  evening  the  Gospel 
will  be  heralded,  or,  as  we  say,  preached. 
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Results,— With  the  conviction  of  its  Divine  authority,'i,with  a 
membership  of  old  and  young.  With  called,  consecrated,  trained, 
enthusiastic  officers  and  teachers,  whose  eyes,  words,  life,  say,  I  love 
Him,  and  I  love  you.  With  lessons  so  interesting  and  spu-itual. 
With  aims,  in  hcrmony  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Tiie  Twentieth  Century  Bible  school  will  be  a  spiritual  nursery  ; 
will  be  a  spiritual  training  school ;  will  supply  the  churches  and  the 
world  with  such  workers  as  will  speed  the  coming  of  the  Golden  Age 
of  the  Church  and  the  time  when 

"  Jesus  shall  reign  where'er  the  sun 
Dovh  his  successive  journey  run." 

After  singing  "  God  Have  the  Queen,"  Dr.  Potts  dismissed  the  con- 
gregation  by  pronouncing  the  benediction. 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING. 

Rev  J.  C.  Sycamork,  Pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church,  Brockville^ 
conducted  the  devotional  exercises. 

The  Presidknt — T  will  now  ask  Rev.  Mr.  Hincks  to  give  his 
address  on  *'  Decision  Day." 

Kv,".  W.  H.  HixcKS,  LL.B.— Mr.  President,  our  subject  to-night  is 
entitlea  "  Decision  Sabbath,  or  Decision  Day."  We  naturally  ask,  what 
is  meant  by  "  Decision  Day"?"  It  is  a  day  set  apart  in  the  Sabbath 
SohoG.'  which  gives  the  children  an  opportunity  of  declaring  detinitely 
for  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  not  a  day  suddenly  to  be  sprung  upon  the 
Sabbath  School.  With  us  it  was  a  day  set  apart  three  months  before 
submitting  the  test  to  the  School.  The  preparation  consisted  of  three 
factors,  (1)  the  Home,  (2)  the  Pastor,  (3)  the  School  itself. 

I  may  say  that  we  began  our  work  on  the  first  day  of  this  year, 
with  tlie  announcement  from  the  desk  that  all  children  should  belong 
to  Jesus  Christ. 

(2)  That  the  responsibility  in  bringing  children  to  Christ  rested 
upon  vlie  honie  and  oii  the  parents,  first. 

(3)  That  the  home  had  the  better  opportunity  than  the  Sabbath 
School;  that  the  home  was  responsible  before  the  Sabbath  School. 

I  then  announced  that  we  would  take  from  eight  to  ten  sermons 
along  that  line,  and  that  at  the  end  of  these  sermons,  putting  the 
responsibility  where  the  Word  of  God  puts  it,  that  the  Pastor  and 
Superintendent  of  the  School  would  test  the  faithfulness  of  the  home 
in  this  matter ;  that  the  day  on  which  this  test  should  take  place 
should  be  called  "  Decision  Sabbath,"  and  that  every  child  led  by  the 
parents  and  by  the  Pastor  to  accept  Christ  might  indicate  it  by  sign- 
ing a  decision  card. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  after  trying  the  experiment,  we  have  come  to  believe 
ill  it  for  three  reasons  : 

(1)  Because,  if  the  home  and  the  church  do  not  togetlier  afford  the 
cliildren  a  distinct  opportunity  for  decision,  the  outside  world  will. 
We  find  the  book  stores  getting  a  certain  class  ;  cigar  stores  get  them  ; 
the  billiard  halls  get  them  ;  the  saloons  get  them.  We  go  down  to  .see 
^he  theatres  emptying  at  night,  and  we  tind  that  the  theatres  get  them. 
We  find  the  Sabbath  bicycle  gets  them;  we  tind  the  Vaudeville  u.  the 
parks  gets  them  ;  and,  at  last,  the  Penitentiary  gets  many  of  them  ; 
but  we  tind  that  neither  the  Sabbath  School,  the  Churcli,  the  Ep*orth 
League  nor  the  Christian  Endeavor  really  gets  hold  of  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  boys. 

(2)  Religion,  we  iind,  begins  very  early  in  life.  You  remember  how 
Timothys  teaching  began  when  he  was  comparatively  y  jng.  How 
strongly  Paul  puts  that  when  he  reminds  Timothy  that  from  a  babe 
he  had  known  the  sacred  Scriptures.  Now,  because  they  began  with 
the  children,  the  Hebrew  people,  as  a  race,  furnish  more  great  men 
than  Greece,  than  Rome,  than  Egypt  put  together-  men  whose  good- 
ness and  moral  rectitude  amounted  to  genius.  Note  how  marvellously 
prolific  was  the  Hebrew  race  in  men  of  Alpine  strength,  men  of  mar- 
vellous genius  ;  men  like  JNIoses  and  Joshua  and  Samuel  and  David 
and  Elijah  ftnd  Peter  and  Paul  and  Abraham  and  Isaac  and  Joseph 
and,  above  all,  the  Messiah  Himself.  And  the  thought  is  that  there 
must  be  some  connection  between  the  early  religious  training  of  the 
children  and  the  marvellous  after-production  of  sucli  a  large  propor- 
tion ot  real  history-making  men.  So  we  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
we  nmst  begin  as  the  Hebrews  began,  and  we  must  make  our  first 
impressions  before  the  world  can  make  its  first  impressions.  No 
colors  are  ever  so  radiant  as  the  colors  of  childhood  ;  no  music  is  so  full 
of  melody  as  the  music  of  childhood.  P^very  new  teacher  influences 
the  child  less  than  the  former  teacher,  and  if  "  Decision  SabVjath  "  is 
to  make  an  impression,  it  will  have  to  do  so,  properly  led  up  to,  by  the 
eight  person,  in  order  that  this  Sabbath  may  be  among  tlie  memories 
of  early  boyhood  and  early  girlhood,  that  shall  stand  amidst  the  wreck 
of  worlds. 

History  proves  conclusively  this  truth,  that  early  ideals,  that  early 
decisions  tell  emphatically  on  the  after-life  of  the  child  outside  of  the 
rt'ligious  sphere,  and  if  outside  of  the  religious  sphere,  we  reason, 
surely  within  it. 

Now,  '•  Decision  Sunday  "  .iteps  right  into  the  life  of  a  child  at  that 
period  wlien  ideals  begin  to  take  hold  of  hirn  or  her,  and  if  you  lead 
up  to  it  properly,  with  the  sanction  and  care  that  the  Scripture  de- 
mands of  you,  you  are  going  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  l)iessed  days 
in  the  history  of  your  clmrch. 

Now,  tlie  point  I  would  emphasize  to  night  is  one,  perhaps,  more 
interesting  to  the  pastor  than  to  the  Sunday  School  teacher,  because 
"  Decision  Dav,"  with  its   necessarily  thorough  preparation,   giv«<  to 
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every  pastor  the  opportunity  from  the  pnlpit  and  in  his  pastoral  class 
to  put  the  responsibility  of  child-religion  where  the  Word  of  God  puts  it, 
upon  the  Christian  home,  and  to  strengthen  what  remains  of  the 
family  life  in  our  own  homes. 

I  think  that  the  most  optimistic  of  us  nmst  admit,  that  the  morjl 
and  spiritual  power  of  the  home  is  enfeebled  by  the  many  outside 
organizations  ;  that  the  decay  of  the  homt^  life  is  the  spiritual  danger 
of  America  as  a  country  ;  that  the  substitutes  for  home  life,  the 
boarding  house  life,  society  life,  and  the  outside  organizations,  these 
fail  to  produce  the  best  types  of  character,  because  the  fathei-  and  the 
mother  are  the  child's  earliest  as  they  are  the  child's  best  teachers 
after  all  ;  and  it  is  the  luxury  of  preaching  Sunday  after  Sunday  on 
that  one  principle,  that  seems  to  me  one  of  the  great  elements  of 
sti-ength  leading  up  to  what  is  called  "  Decision  Day." 

The  first  truth  that  we  emphasized  was  this,  that  obedience  must 
begin  in  the  home,  that  morality  must  begin  in  the  home,  that  spirit- 
uality must  begin  in  the  home  before  you  can  get  it  into  the  School  on 
••  Decision  Day."  The  work  of  the  Church,  the  work  of  the  Sabbath 
School,  the  work  of  the  Endeavor  Society  begin  too  late  in  life,  and 
the  boy  or  girl  will  not  amount  to  anything  on  "Decision  Sabbath," 
anything  permanent,  if  the  home  is  not  behind  us  in  this  great  move- 
ment. And,  of  course,  this  opens  a  very  complex  line  of  thought,  and 
yet,  a  line  of  thought  that  can  be  made  very  l)lessedly  simple  in  lead- 
ing up  to  this  day.  For  instance,  to  have  permanent  eti'ect  and  results 
on  "  Decision  Day,"  children  ought  to  come  from  a  ho'ne  where  hus- 
band and  wife  together  a;  e  bearing  the  burden,  and  where  lioth  believe 
in  this  child-religion  and  are  praying  up  to  it  and  are  leading  up  to 
it.  And  here  comes  a  blessed  opportunity  of  the  pulpit,  and  I  look 
back  to  two  Sundays  spent  on  this  thought,  pleading  with  the  father 
and  with  the  mother  from  the  desk,  that  both  parents  ought  them- 
selves to  become  Christians  in  order  that,  when  "  Decision  Day  " 
came,  we  migh*  be  able  to  do  all  for  the  children  that  Huch  a  united 
front  and  such  a  united  force  would  give  us.  Moreover,  1  am  delighted 
to  say  that  men  whose  hearts  had  not  been  touched  on  other  lines 
were  touched  by  that,  and  sometimes  T  suspect  the  Church  is  positively 
suffering  from  one  sided  religious  culture,  which  comes  from  not  hav- 
ing the  mother  as  a  spiritual  factor  in  the  home. 

Who  can  overestimate,  who  can  underestimate,  the  mother's 
part  in  the  intellectual,  and  in  the  moral  and  spiritual  life  of  the 
child  in  preparing  that  child  for  "  Decision  Day?"  "What  preach- 
ing was  it  that  converted  you  1 "  said  one  man  to  anoth<^r.  He 
answered,  "No  preaching  but  my  mother's  practicing,"  and  scone 
ounce  of  mother  is  worth  a  pound  of  parson.  Very  early  life  comes, 
school  commences,  and  rul)s  out,  as  a  sponge  rubs  out  the" figures  on  a 
slate,  the  influence  of  the  preaclier  ;  but  all  eternity  cannot  rub  out 
a  mother's  kiss  ;  all  eternity  cannot  rub  out  the  memory  of  a  prayer 
learned  at  a  mother's  knee. 
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But  admit  all  this,  admit  what  a  mother  is  to  her  child,  to  her  boy, 
I  say  to  you,  to-night,  after  twenty  years  of  weif,dung  that  question' 
that  the  mother  alone  cannot  bring  her  boy  to  a  virility,  a  masculin- 
ity, a  manhood  of  Christian  life  and  thought  unless  she  has  on  her 
side  her  husband.  In  spite  of  the  iniJuences  of  mother  in  early  years 
I  tind  with  the  boys  of  my  city  it  is  the  father's  politics  they  take  ; 
often  it  is  the  father's  denomination  that  they  believe  in  :  1  find  it  is 
the  father's  example  on  the  tobacco  question  they  take  ;  I  tind  that 
the  father  is  an  immense  and  a  mighty  factor,  and  so  I  strove  with  all 
my  little  strength  to  burn  that  one  truth  upon  my  congregation 
Sunday  after  Sunday. 

One  of  the  lacks  of  our  home  is  command.  Command  and  per- 
suasion are  two  weapons  that  every  father  needs  to  exercise  in  his 
home,  but  instead  of  this  we  dnd  too  many  fathers  exercise  an  unwise 
parental  indulgence.  We  need  to  consult  children  less  and  to  com- 
mand them  more  in  their  formative  years.  Childhood  means  depen- 
dence, it  means  ignorance,  and  therefore  it  is  ruinous  to  lay  on  young 
shoulders  the  weight  of  too  much  liberty.  As  the  green  casing  of  a 
rosebud  holds  the  tender  rose  and  protects  it  till  it  is  ready  to  burst 
into  bloom  and  fragrance,  so  the  father  in  thts  home  should  control  the 
child  life  till  it  unfolds  into  youth,  otherwise  the  bud  may  be  pre- 
maturely blighted  and  blasted,  as  it  is  in  so  many  cases.  Unless  the 
father  exercises  authority  and  companionship,  and  unless  he  acts  in 
this  with  the  mother,  I  have  the  very  gravest  fears  about  "  Decision 
Day,"  as  far  as  the  boys — mark  you — as  far  as  the  boys  are  concerned. 

I  am  convinced,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  boy  question  that  causes 
the  Church  agony,  the  boy  (jnestion  that  is  causing  us  great  worry  in 
the  city,  the  slipping  of  ttie  boys  through  the  hands  of  the  teachers, 
through  the  schools,  and  which  is  puzzling  the  Christian  church,  lies 
largely  at  the  door  of  this  one-sided  administration  in  the  home,  where 
mother  alone  is  left  to  this  greatest  of  all  work  in  the  development  of 
the  children — (applause) — and  I  was  going  to  say  it  lies  at  the  door  of 
incompetent  fatherhood  :  and  oh,  I  tell  you  bretliren,  it  is  hard  to  ge.t 
up  and  talk  upon  that  line.  But  I  tell  you  no  line  of  thouglit  will 
pay  you  in  any  Christian  home  better  when  you  visit  it  than  this 
line  of  thought,  rolling  the  responsibility  upon  him  whom  God  made 
the  prophet  of  the  family,  and  upon  whom  God  has  laid  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  conversion  of  his  son,  and  of  the  conversion  of  his 
daughter.     (Applause.) 

Then  some  said  to  me,  I  wouldn't  like  to  exercise  authority  the  way 
my  father  exercised  it,  and  then  I  had  to  show  this,  that  a  father  may 
exercise  authority  without  tyranny.  We  may  exercise  authority,  and 
leave  tlie  boys  absolutely  free  in  their  wills,  when  they  come  to  the 
years  wiien  they  ouglit  to  exercise  their  wills  in  hewing  out  their  own 

b  a  subiuirated  childhood,   but  a  childhood 
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e  are 


after, 


developed  with  that  subtle  power  that  a  father's  exaiiiple  anrl  ndigion 
and  prayers,  and  a  father's  tenderness  alone  can  give  to  his  son  when 
he  takes  this  first  great  step. 
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"  Decision  »'<aV)batb  "  will  be  a  permanent  blowing  for  a  boy  or  gi/J 
come  from  such  a  hofof;  whe<-e  the  father  aad  the  mother  are  as  two 
blades  of  one  pair  of  shears,  each  properly  united,  each  in  proper 
relation  to  one  another,  and  above  all,  eaclj  in  proper  relation  to  God. 
But  there  is  little  hope  for  -  Decision  Day  ;  "  it  may  become  a  terrible 
danger  to  the  Church  if  it  is  suddenly  sprung  upon  the  school  without 
very  strenuous  preparation  upon  these  family  and  home  lines. 

Of  course  we  cannot  wait  for  nhese  ideal  conditions,  but  we  strive 
to  lead  up  to  them  by  prayer,  aad  pulpit,  and  song,  and  pastoral  visi- 
tation, and  only  submit  the  questioii  when  there  is  a  degree  of  ripe- 
ness. With  such  preparation  w^^  held  in  my  own  congregation  our 
"  Decision  Sabbath."  Between  150  and  200  children,  mark  you,  with 
the  advice,  with  the  sanction  and  with  the  sympathy  of  their  parents, 
signed  our  "  Decision  card."  Whole  dasma  of  youny  ladies  from  18 
to  25,  signed  it.  ^Vs  I  was  telling  Dr.  Pott#  on  our  way  here  to-day, 
we  have  some  classes  where  every  uumbeff  **i(jn*^  last  M^ifch  and  have 
stuck  to  it,  unfolding  beautifully  in  Christk**^  i'tte.  We  h»v«  what  is 
better,  becau.se  it  seems  that  religion  comes  so  mxt^ih  utore  n^'^'Ural  to 
the  daughters,  whole  classes  of  boys  who  bjkve  s^i^^^A  titese  card».  I 
took  a  census  two  weeks  ago  in  my  school,  i/y  Htep-^H^  uj/  to  the  d*}«k 
and  asking  the  boys  and  girls  who  had  sigT)M  chesf  (**i^4«  a  year  ajj^ 
and  were  still  holding  fast  to  the  vow  they  tMn  V>0^.  W  'mAunht^,  it, 
and  we  were  delighted  and  thrilled  with  the  \iuf^  tftmhf'r  *A  hands 
that  went  up.  I  can  assure  you  we  believe  "  Deci4//ri  ^iaW^seCifc  "  ha« 
come  to  stay  in  this  country.  I  thank  God  for  the  Aivf  i  b^ard  </f 
it,  and  for  the  day  on  which  I  submitted  it   in  n,y  ow  'f  sphere, 

and  I  can  recommend  it  thoroughly.  iJut  I  warn  you  iu-  y)  try  it 
after  one  or  two  weeks  preparation  ;  there  are  so  n^uty  /^jijestions 
involved,  and  I  believe  the  more  thorough  the  prej/fti^ation  and  the 
more  solid  it  is,  the  more  blessed  will  be  rh«  n^m/M.     (Applause.) 

Solo,  ".Heai;,  us,  O  Father,"  by  Mrs.  Verj^n^/fti 

Mr.  Paterson  read  a  conimunication  from  4  f/,  >^M*#,  Secretary 
Pan-American  Congress  of  Bible  Student*,  relatmg  p^  ft  C^yW'ference 
to  be  held  in  Buffalo  in  July  and  August,  li^/JI, 

On  motion  of  Rev.  M.r.  Frizzell,  duly  ,><'  "  t  this  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  the  new  Executive  for  •  o..o.  .  >*t4//it,  and  by  tiiPtn 
to  be  acknowledged  and  dealt  with. 

The  President — I  am  about  to  introdud'  to  you  the  warmest- 
hearted  woman  on  this  great  American  continent  in  conuectioii  with 
child  life.  Miss  Harlow. 

The  audience  rose,  and  in  audible  tones,  Ifd  by  the  ^*r«sident,  said  : 
«'We  wish  you  a  welcome,  jMiss  Harlow,  to  whit^  Miss  Harlow 
replied,  "  I  am  obliged  to  you."     (.Anplauso.) 
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"The  Cradle  Roll." 

Mi*r  Harlo\\— My  s,^ood  friends,  thanking  you  for  j^our  very 
cordial  reception,  permit  me  to  say  :  Every  Primary  teacher  has  in 
her  class,  more  or  less,  a  greater  or  lesser  number  of  children  who  are 
there,  not  because  they  are  sent,  not  because  their  parents  care  par- 
ticularly about  them  being  tliere,  but  they  are  there  simply  because 
they  like  to  come.  This  liking  to  come  is  a  very  delicate  thread,  but 
it  has  tremendous  holding  power,  and  it  will,  and  does,  often  keep  the 
children  in  the  school,  in  spite  of  invitations  to  go  to  walk  upon  the 
Sabbath  day  at  the  park,  or  stay  at  home  with  company.  But  that 
little  thread  is  likely  to  lose  its  power  by  constantly  rnl)bii)g  against 
the  non-church-going  habits  of  the  father  and  mother,  and  the  example 
of  older  brothers  and  sisters,  and  it  is  likely  to  snap  when  the  child  is 
changed  from  the  Primary  department  to  a  new  teacher.  But  the 
good  book  tells  us  that  a  three-fold  cord  made  up  of  many  strands  is 
not  quickly  broken,  and  it  was  with  a  desire  to  multiply  these  delicate 
threads  that  should  V)ind  the  child  to  the  school  by  binding  the  home 
to  the  school,  that  the  Cradle  Roll  iiad  its  birth. 

The  thought  was  not  primarily  to  help  the  little  child,  but  the 
primary  thought  was,  how  con'd  that  child  Ke  eariy  drawn  into  the 
school  wu  h  cords  that  should  multiply  as  the  years  go  on,  instf-iid  of 
the  tlut-ad  growing  constuatly  weaker,  and  perhaps  not  snapping  su 
denly,  but  just  giving  way  when  boys  and  girls  get  to  that  age  when 
they  think  they  know  a  gieat  deal  more  tlian  anybodv  else  in  the 
world. 

By  the  Cradle  Roll  we  mean  those  children  who  are  under  Sunday 
School  age,  but  whose  paients  desire  to  have  th^m  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  the  st  hool,  with  the  understanding  that  when  the  child 
becomes  of  Sunday  School  age  he  shall  enter  the  school. 

To  briHjt,  this  matter  tangibly  before  our  children  we  had  a  little 
cradle,  t'lghteen  inches  long — a  little  wicker  cradle  that  was  enam- 
*;lled  and  decorated  as  a  mother  decorates  hw  own  baby  cradle.  And 
that  was  brought  into  the  Sunday  School,  and  then  the  children  wero 
told  about  it.  And  these  children  were  told  that  in  their  homes  thew 
were  brothers  and  ststers  whom,  perhaps,  papa  or  mamma  would  like 
to  have  under  the  -^re  of  the  school.  Would  the  boy  a  and  girls  bring 
the  name  next  Sunday  and  lay  it  in  the  cradle.  Then  a  note  went 
home  with  the  children  saying  that  we  had  a  class  in  the  Hi'hool,  and 
that  we  would  be  very  glad  to  onroll  thu  chiklren  under  I  he  care  of 
the  school  with  the  understanding  that  'f  the  child  was  ill  at  any 
time  thf  home  would  send  word  to  the  teacher,  and  the  teacher  would 
respond  with  anything  in  her  power  in  the  line  of  helpfulness.  We 
also  told  the  children  that  the  next  Sumlay  after  the  name  was 
brought  to  the  Sunday  School,  the  bal)y  should  receive  a  card  showing 
that  he  i.rlonged  under  the  care  of  the  school.     A  very  beautiful  card 
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is  published  by  your   own    Sabbath  School  Association,  with  a  clear 
little  baby  face  in  the  corner,  which  all  Primary  teachers  should  see. 

This  recognition  card  really  finds  a  very  warm  entrance  into  the 
home,  and  does  indeed  help  to  multiply  tiiese  same  little  threads  of  which 
we  were  si)eaking.  Perhaps  you  would  like  to  know  how  younjj  the 
children  are  entered  1  The  second  Sunday  we  found  in  our  cradle  the 
name  of  a  child,  who  was  at  tliat  hour  just  nine  hours  old.  (Applause.) 
Some  of  the  homes  had  talked  the  matter  over,  and  one  morning  we 
received  a  postal  card,  and  it  was  dated  live  minutes  past  twelve,  mid- 
night :  "  Emily  Ruth  arrived  at  twelve.  Please  enroll  her."  When 
a  home  begins  to  talk  about  the  Cradle  Roll,  even  before  the  coming 
of  the  child,  you  may  be  sure  the  threads  are  growing  very  strong. 

The  church  or  school  to  keep  the  child  constantly  in  remembrance 
does  this  thing  :  P]very  Sunday  the  children  of  the  Cradle  Roll  are 
mentioned  in  prayer.  They  never  are  forgotten  with  us.  One  Sun- 
day the  superintendent  came  to  our  room  and  offered  the  opening 
prayer,  and  as  he  closed  1  said  was  anybody  forgotten  in  the  prayer  "i 
And  out  came  :  "The  babies,  the  babies,"  showing  two  things,  that 
the  children  followed  the  prayer  ;  and,  second,  they  realized  that  the 
babies  should  have  been  remembered.  But  we  also  remember  them 
at  our  extra  days.  The  great  day  of  the  year,  is  our  anniversary. 
It  is  to  the  people  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles,  as  one  woman  said  to  me, 
"  We,  in  Bethany,  count  our  years  from  anniversary  to  anniversary." 
That  is  the  day  when  all  the  little  children,  all  the  babies  in  the 
Cradle  Roll  receive  their  invitation  to  come  to  the  anniversary  occa- 
sion, and  I  will  tell  you  when  the  Cradle  Roll  made  its  appearance, 
there  were  seventy-nine  babies  on  the  platform.  We  had  music 
(laughter) — we  had  the  dancing,  too. 

Another  great  day  is  our  Home  Gathering  Day.  Perhaps  you  call 
it  Rally  Sunday,  but  on  our  Home-Gathering  Day  all  the  children 
receive  an  invitation  to  come.  Our  invitation  reads  somewhat  like 
this  :  "Next  Sunday  will  be  Home-Gathering  Day,  v/hen  the  Super- 
intendents would  like  to  see  every  member  of  the  Sunday  School 
family,  the  grandfather  and  grandmother,  father  and  mother,  big 
brothers  and  sisters,  littie  l)oys  and  girls,  and  the  babies  on  the 
Cradle  Roll."  And  to  our  Cradle  Roll  members  we  sei.d  a  postal 
card,  with  a  little  picture  in  the  corner,  of  a  baby  hanging  on  the  bow 
of  a  tree  in  a  cradle.  One  woman's  baby  was  only  two  months  old  ; 
the  mother  was  there,  and  you  have  heard  it  said:  "He  who.  puts 
his  hand  on  the  head  of  the  child  lays  his  hand  on  the  hoart  of  the 
parent."  I  was  walking  up  the  aisle  while  some  little  children  upon 
the  platform  were  singing  "  Children  in  the  Rain."  A  little  mother 
sat  with  a  child  in  her  arms  on  the  end  seat,  and  I  put  my  hand  on 
the  baby's  head.  Sitting  four  seats  away  was  another  mother  with 
her  baby,  and  I  never  thought  to  stretch  over  for  her.  She  imme- 
diately held  her  baby  up  and  out,  and  I  said.  Oh  I  see  a  thing  T 
thought  T  knew  before  ;  that  is,  every  mother  lovoa  to  have  you  care 
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enough  for  her  baby  to  put  your  hand  on  its  head,  and  that  you 
should  not  nund  stretching  over  four  seats  for  the  sake  of  reacliing 
her  baby.      It  was  all  the  world  to  her. 

Our  next  day  is  Christinas  Day,  and  again  the  babies  receive  the 
invitation.  I  do  not  suppose  it  means  very  much  to  the  baby,  but  I 
do  suppose  that  that  same  thread  we  are  talking  about  is  growing 
stronger,  and  we  take  the  precaution  when  we  buy  our  Ciiristmas 
gifts  to  get  a  little  gift  that  can  be  sent  to  the  absent  baby  through 
the  mail.  And  the  fact  that  if  one  baby  ia  absent  his  gift  is  just  as 
sure  to  tind  him,  makes  more  than  one  thread  in  this  cord.  It  ties 
that  home  very  much  more  closely  to  the  school,  and  that  cord  will 
not  easily  be  broken. 

Among  such  little  ones  there  will  be  deaths.  When  our  children 
come  into  the  Sunday  School  room  and  siie  a  flower  lying  across  the 
foot  of  the  cradle  everyone  knows  that  some  little  one  has  died,  or, 
as  we  tell  them,  "  Some  little  blossom  that  found  the  earth  garden  too 
hard  lias  gone  to  grow  and  be  beautiful  in  the  heavenly  garden." 

I  remember  calling  one  day  at  a  home  where  a  little  one  had  gone, 
and  the  tirst  thing  the  mother  said  was,  "  Do  you  remember  that  Sun- 
day I  brought  the  baby  to  the  Sunday  School,  and  you  held  her  up  in 
your  arms  and  said  this  is  one  of  our  cradle  members,  mav  God  bless 
herl"  I  didn't  remember,  but  the  mother  said,  as  she  lay  dying  I 
thought  of  that,  and  I  was  glad.  Do  you  see  the  wide  entering 
wedge  that  has  made  1  Do  you  see  that  mother  would  not  easily  be 
separated  from  the  school  ? 

This  will  naturally  bring  the  children  earlier  into  the  Sunday 
School,  which  will  require  perhaps  a  new  way  of  teaching.  It  cer- 
tainly will  require  that  we  prepare  for  these  little  ones  whose  horizon 
is  marked  by  the  home  and  bounded  by  the  home,  and  they  know 
very  little  outside  of  that.  We  are  sometimes  told  that  the  little 
child  should  be  taught  for  two  years  in  the  life  of  Christ.  Did  you 
ever  stop  to  think  how  little  there  is  in  the  life  of  Cl^rist  to  teach  a 
little  child  1  Have  you  ever  thought  of  it  1  Now  that  may  astonish 
you  at  tirst  thought.  How  much  is  there  that  a  teacher  could  tell  a 
child  under  Hve  years  of  age,  of  the  life  of  Christ '?  She  certainly 
would  tell  the  birth  ;  she  certainly  would  tell  of  the  Saviour's  kind- 
ness to  people,  His  healing  diseases  ;  of  His  teaching  little  children 
and  bidding  them  welcome  ;  she  certainly  would  tell  the  Saviour's 
story  of  the  Good  Shepherd.  What  more  would  you  tell  1  Tell  of 
His  death,  but  not  enlarging  upon  it.  But  what  are  you  going  to  tell 
babies  that  are  just  beginning  to  come  1  It  is  not  two  years  in  the 
life  of  Christ ;  it  is  not  all  the  time  in  the  l;fe  of  Christ.  We  may 
teach  them  stories  in  the  Bible ;  Old  Testament  stories.  A  story 
moves  the  child  :  }i?i  lives  in  the  world  of  stories.  And  we  have  to 
prepare  a  very  motherly  kind  of  teaching  for  the  little  children  that 
are  bounrl  to  conn;  out  earlier  because  of  the  Cradle  Roll,  and  the 
mother  should  be  in  the  room  as  far  as  possible  with  the  little  ones. 
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I  would  like  to  read  to  you  here  what  Mrs.  Kennedy  says  :  "  Between 
the  unhealthy  hot-I)ed  forcing  of  a  modern  Primary  Department   and 
the    cold    storage    refrigerator   of  the   higher   department,     children 
between  nine  and  twelve  should  be  kept  in  an  equable  temperature,  in 
which  the  moral  and  spiritual   thermometer  is  carefully  adjusted  to 
this  vital  stage  of  their  growth."     In  other  words,    we    have  had  in 
our  Primary  Department  to  force  children  unnaturally,  because  there 
has  been  no  preparation  for  them  outside  of  the  Primary  Department. 
She  also  says  :     "  If  the  great  wide  world  of  the  main  school  chills  a 
child,  the  Primary  Department  cramps  him."     Then   there  should  be 
preparation    for    receiving  these    cliildren  wlio   are  nine   years    old. 
That  should  be  a  distinct  thing  from  the  Primary   Department,    but 
not  radically    different.     T  believe,  that  day  when  children  from  five 
years  old    receive  some  kind   of  promotion  when  leaving  the  kinder- 
garten  and  joining  the    Primary   Department,   and    if    the    primary 
children  receive  a  diploma  when  leaving  the  Primary  Department  and 
joini.ig  the  Junior,  we  shall  Hnd  a  very  decided  raising  or  the  interest 
and  strengthening  of  the  cords  with   the  home  side.     Since  the  day 
when  we  commenced  to   have  our  Graduation   Services    held  in  the 
Church  on  a  Sunday  morning,  the  interest  has  increased  amazingly. 
When  you  can  think  what  it  must  mean  to  the  homes   to  have  our 
four  pastors,  our  twenty  elders  and  our  six  superintendents   stand  to 
receive  those  who  are  to  receive  the  honors  of  the  day,  you  can  under- 
stand it  means  a  great  deal  to  the  fathers  and    mothers.     The  Super- 
intendent has  written  a  person??    'itter  in  his  own  handwriting,  and 
that  has  been  sent  to  every  father  and   mother  who.se  child   was  to 
graduate,  and   a?  a  result  of  this  one  woman  said  :    "  When  I  received 
the  letter  I  thought  '  j  was  an  invitation  to  a  wedding,   and   my   hus- 
band has  not  been  inside  of  a  church  for  twenty  years,  but  he  said,  I 
will  be  there.     Didn't  you   see  him    riijht  on   the  front    seat  in    the 
gallery  ?  " 

Imagine  the  Uonor  of  having  the  whole  Church  give  a  cession  to 
such  an  exercise. 

One  boy  said  :  "  Will  our  diplomas  be  tied  with  ribbons  like  the 
High  School  scholars  ?  " 

Another  said:  "Will  our  Bibles  have  limp  edges  like  the 
Minister's  V 

I  can  see  that  perhaps  that  might  not  be  done  in  all  the  churches, 
but  every  time  the  Church  can  put  its  hand  of  approval  on  any  act 
of  the  School,  so  much  the  School  is  raised  in  the  estimation  of  the 
world.     (Hoar.  hear). 

All  this  demands  better  teachers ;  it  will  require  that  teachers 
shall  stay  in  a  grade;  the  teacher  who  teaches  little  children  will 
acquire  skill  in  teaching  little  children ;  the  primary  teacher  will 
acquire  .skill  to  meet  age  difficulties  between  the  ages  of  six  and  nine ; 
thejunior  teachers  mu.st  learn  those  peculiar  difficulties  that  jorae  from' 
nine  to  twelve  :  then  our  boys  and  girls  of  fourteen  and  sixteen  when 
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they  receive  their  honors  will  underHtand  that  they  are  not  learning 
just  the  same  things  that  the  lt)abies  are  learning;  while  they  are 
having  the  same  International  lesson  they  have  something  else  which 
makes  them  a  distinct  class  ;  they  will  not  think  then  it  is  undignified 
to  be  in  Sunday  School. 

And  the  teachers  ;  my  good  friends,  what  about  the  teachers  1  Not 
everybody  can  teach.  Teachers  cannot  be  picked  up  at  a  moment's 
notice.  Since  the  day  we  began  to  install  our  teachers  we  found  that 
the  teaching  rose.  A  teacher,  with  us,  must  supply  for  months  before 
she  is  chosen,  and  then  she  is  only  nominated  by  the  Department,  and 
her  name  must  be  brought  before  the  whole  Teachers'  Association  to 
see  if  the  Teachers'  Association  approves  of  lier.  I  mean  of  the 
Church.  And  then  the  teacher  is  required  to  promise  that  she 
will  come  regularly,  (she  or  he)  promptly,  and  promptly  means  fifteen 
minutes  before  the  opening  of  tlie  School.  The  teacher  who  is  not 
there  fifteen  minutes  before  School  time  is  a  late  teacher.  The 
teacher  also  signs  a  card  saying,  "  Trusting  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
for  strength  I  promise  Him  to  be  faithful  as  I  understand  faithful- 
ness." That  having  been  promised  the  teacher  is  set  apart  by  the 
pastor,  assisted  by  the  elders  and  the  superintendents. 

Now  that  will  keep  away  some  people  from  teaching.  It  has  kept 
some  away  from  us,  but  at  the  same  time  we  ^;nd  more  people  ready 
to  teach  than  ever  before,  because  teaching  means  more  than  it  ever 
meant  before. 

I  need  not  now  speak  of  the  Primary  Home  Department,  because 
that  you  have  already  heard  about   or  will  hear  about.     But  you  see 


it  is  all  things  to   all   men   that    by   all    means 


we  might  win  some. 


And  by  this  constant  attention,  this  sending  a  scholar  from  the  lower 
to  a  higher  grade  with  a  certain  amount  acquired,  is  constantly 
binding  that  child  and  the  mother,  and  the  church,  and  the  home, 
inside  of  that  three-fold  cord  which  shall  not  quickly  be  broken. 
(Applause.) 

The  President — Not  many  years  ago  in  Old  England  there  were 
two  Queens  present,  two  Anglo-Saxon  Queens  ;  one  was  Victoria- 
Guelph,  and  the  other  wa?  a  great-grand-daughter  of  one  Anna 
Harlow.  One  the  Queen  of  a  grejct  empire,  and  the  other  the  Queen 
of  the  Primary  Empire.  I  am  confident  you  are  sure  of  that  just 
now.     (Applause.) 

After  the  singing  of  the  Doxology,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hincks  pronoup^-ed 
the  benediction  and  dismissed  the  congregation. 
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TlfURSDA  Y  MORXINfi,  OCTOBER  .r>th. 

Devotional  Exercises  conducted  by  Mr,  W.  P.  Carswell. 

Rev.  Mr.  McKay,  of  Madoc,  presented  and  read  the  report  of  the 
Bubinoss  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay,  seconded  hy  Rev.  J.  J.  Redditt,  the 
report  was  adopted  as  read. 

Movnd  by  Rev.  \V.  Fkizzkll,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Jackson — 
Wherem,  tlu'  (ieneral  Executive  at  its  semi-annual  meetinfj,  in  April 
la-st,  decided  to  hold  a  Conference,  if  possible,  at  this  Convention  on 
the  "White  Iiil»bon  Army"  movement,  which  lias  for  its  main 
object  the  inculcation  r»f  temperance  principles  among  the  young  in 
our  Sunday  Schools.  AihI  Whereas,  our  Associate  Secretary  was  in- 
structed to  mail  copies  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Sunday  School  Associa- 
tion's Constitution  of  the  White  Ribbon  Army  to  members  of  the 
General  Executive.  Resolved,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  new 
Executive  to  examine  said  Constitution  and  to  take  such  other  steps 
as  in  its  judgment  may  seem  best.     Carried. 

The  Pkh.siden't  — I  now  have  much  pleasure  in  introducing  Mr. 
Halfpenny,  of  (Quebec,  the  field  worker  for  our  sister  Province. 

Rev.  Mr.  Halfpenny — Mr.  President,  Fellow- Workers — It  will  be 
understood  that  I  only  appear  to  till  this  vacancy  in  the  programme. 
Nothing  has  been  said  to  me  with  reference  to  the  choice  of  a  subject, 
but  learnim,'  that  w(>  were  to  have  one  half  hour  for  prayer  this  morn- 
ing, 1  have  selected  the  line  of  thought  which  I  will  speak  to  you  on. 

Realizing  in  our  work  this  year  that  there  was  much  need  of 
spiritul  life  in  our  organization  and  work  in  Quebec,  as  far  as  we  could 
influence  the  preparation  of  the  County  Convention  programmes,  we 
had  placed  upon  them  and  in  charge  of  the  bett  persons  these  three 
items  :  the  Holy  Spirit  in  a  person,  and  in  preparation,  and  in 
teaching. 

It  is  often  said  that  the  letter  killeth  but  the  spirit  giveth  life.  It 
may  as  truly  be  said  the  organization  without  the  spirit  killeth,  but 
the  organization  witli  the  spirit  hath  life.  This  is  true  of  the  denomi- 
national orga!iization,  but  it  is  still  more  true  in  connectior.  with  the 
International  organization. 

Find  a  county  or  a  town  or  provincial  organization  which  is  lack- 
ing in  spirit  power,  and  you  will  find  one  concerning  which  people  ask 
what  is  its  use,  anyway  1  You  will  find  one  which  is  inactive  although 
it  has  excellent  organization  ;  you  will  find  one  in  connection  with 
which  there  is  great  danger  of  friction  ;  you  will  find  one  which  is 
ever  on  tlie  eve  of  collapse. 

Som.^one  has  compared  the  sinner,  then  the  Christian,  and,  follow- 
ing thi.s,  the  spirit  filled  life  of  such  Christian  with  the  locomotive  ; 
in  the  first  place  derailed  ;   in  the  second  place,    representing  the 
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Christian,  set  upiisht  upon  the  nils,  an<]  when  spirit  tilled,  tho  locomo- 
tive with  steain  and  in  motion.  This  applies  equally  well  to  timt  of 
the  organization.  Disor^'anized  energies  are  surely  a  loocMnotive 
der.iled  :  organized,  they  are  upriglit  and  .set  upon  the  traik  ;  hut 
organization,  spirit  tilled    is  truly  the  locomoti\e  under  steam. 

But,  even  in  this  connection,  notice  that  the  power  of  this  wonder- 
ful monster  is  borrowed  power  ;  it  is  not  its  own.  These  are  days  of 
borrowed  power.  No  matter  what  line  of  thought  or  activity  you 
look  into,  they  seem  to  bo  powers  which  come  from  somewhere  else. 
Take  the  power  of  electricity,  so  wonderful  in  these  days,  which  is 
spirit  life  in  many  respects  ;  this  is  from  God;  and  this" is  borrowed 
power. 

How  much  need  there  is  for  borrowed  power  in  Christian  work  in 
these  (lays.  We  are  consci^ua,  in  all  our  labors  as  Smnlay-8cliool 
workers,  not  only  in  the  indiviilual's  conduct  with  the  class  or  the 
child,  but  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  organization,  of  the 
need  of  help.  But  that  this  power,  of  which  we  are  trying  to  speak,  is 
clearly  brought  before  us  by  the  example  and  by  tiie  precept,  on  the 
part  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  doubt. 

Looking  at  the  example,  Christ  we  tind  conceived  of  the  Holy  (!host ; 
we  tind  in  Luke  3  :  21-22,  the  Spirit  descending  upon  liim.  We  tiJid 
His  own  teaching  regarding  the  casting  out  of  the  devils  in  jMa*«^liew 
12  :  28,  that  it  is  by  that  power  of  the  Spirit.  W».  tind  in  Acts  '  :  2, 
when  Jesus  had  completed  the  eonnnandingof  His  disciples  through  or 
by  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  tind  that  in  Hebrews  9  :  14,  He  is  spoken  of 
as  having  accomplished  the  great  work  of  his  life  in  otl'ering  Himself 
to  God  through  that  Spirit.  There  I  note  the  borrowed  jtower  of  the 
Master  in  His  example  ;  and  then  in  His  teaching,  Matthew  7:11 
and  Luke  11  :  13,  comparing  the  Father  in  heaven  to  eaithly  parents, 
saying  in  the  tirst  case,  "If  ye  then  being  evil,  know  how  to 
give  good  gifts  unto  your  children,  how  much  more  shall  your  Heav- 
enly Father  give  good  things  (in  jMatthew)  to  them  that  ask  Him." 
We  are  accustomed  to  pray  for  blessing.  Someone  has  said,  why  ask 
for  blessings  when  we  may  have  the  blesser  ?  Why  ask  for  local 
power  when  we  can  have  all  power  1  Why  ask  for  an  allotment  of 
power  when  we  can  have  the  power  itself  1  And  jet,  in  Acts  1  :  T), 
Jesus,  in  almost  His  closing  words  on  earth,  says,  "And  ye  shall 
receive,  or  ye  shall  be  baptized  with,  the  Holy  Ghost  not  many  days 
hence." 

Notice,  further,  in  connection  with  the  need  which  we  recognize  of 
power,  which  we  call  borrowed  power  from  on  high.  Notice  the  con- 
dition of  the  first  to  receive  it.  The  training  which  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  must  have  given  to  his  followers,  who  sat  at  His  feet  lis- 
tening to  His  words  and  drinking  of  His  spirit,  would  surely  form  a 
very  excellent  post-graduate  course  for  any  one  of  us  ;  and  yet,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  Jesus  has  thus  trained  His  chosen  follow- 
ers, and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  He  has  given  them  a  world-wide 
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commission — "Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel" — after 
this  he  said  :  "  Tai  ry  ye  until  ye  receive,  and  then  ye  shall  be  my 
\.itnesses," 

You  will  pardon  me  if  I  seem  to  be  speaking,  for  I  am  speaking, 
from  very  deep  experience.  How  much  effort  and  energy  we  spend 
thus,  when  we  might  accomplish  much  more  with  greater  ease  by  the 
assistance  of  this  power  which  we  are  speaking  of  as  borrowed  power. 
Luther  is  said  to  have  made  it  his  custom,  when  a  special  day  came 
calling  for  great  effort,  to  spend  one  hour  extra  in  preparation  before 
he  left  his  home,  or  his  room  for  his  day's  work.  I  do  not  know  how 
you  Christian  workers  feel,  but  it  has  been  my  ditticulty  upon  days 
when  tliere  was  an  exceedingly  large  amount  of  work  involved,  and, 
as  is  frequently  the  case,  much  of  the  burden  falling  upon  the  few,  to 
seek  for  this  special  power.  There  is  no  picture  of  before  and  after 
that  you  have  heard  of  or  seen  that  is  as  inspiring,  as  helpful  as  this 
picture  of  the  disciples  before  and  after  that  Pentecostal  preparation. 
Just  before  it,  timid,  fearful,  selfish,  revengeful.  After  it,  courageous, 
outspoken,  all  things  in  common  ;  marvellous  condition  of  things  ;  and 
forgi^dng  one  another,  in  their  teaching  at  least,  as  God,  for  Christ's 
sake,  had  forgiven  them. 

I  will  complete  what  I  have  to  say  with  this  thought,  that  the  com- 
fort which  we  need  in  connection  with  toil  of  organized  Sunday  School 
work  comes  only  from  this  source,  the  power  of  the  Spirit ;  and  the 
same  thoughts  which  comforted  me  is  the  same  comfort  which  com- 
forts me  now,  which  comforts  you,  struggling  likewise  with  these  diffi- 
culties, realizing,  as  you  do,  their  importance.  And  this  is  the  thought : 
"  Not  by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  spirit,  saith  the  Lord." 
"  The  vSword  of  the  Spirit  is  the  Word  of  God."  "  The  Word  of  God 
is  quick  and  powerful  and  sharper  than  any  tw(  -edged  sword."  "  God's 
Word  shall  not  return  unto  Him  void,  but  sb  11  .accomplish  its  pur- 
poses." And  this  to  you  has  been,  as  a  teacher,  your  source  of,  com- 
fort. So  this  same  comfort  comes  to  us  as  Sunday  School  workers, 
that  if  we  perform  our  duty  in  the  name  of,  and  under  the  direction 
of,  and  by  the  power  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  we  have  this  assurance  that 


though 


"Cares  like  a  wild  deluge  come," 


that  which  is  accomplished  in  the  name  and  by  the  power  of  the 
Divine  Spirit  must  go  forward. 

These  are  some  of  the  thoughts  which  we  have  sought  to  give  to  the 
workers  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  during  this  past  season,  and  that 
as  widely  as  possible.  And  may  the  blessing  of  God  take  them  and 
use  them  for  the  benefit  of  some,  for  the  comfort  and  for  the  cheer  of 
some  soul  here  engaged  in  organized  Sabbath  School  work.  God 
bless  you. 

The  President  announced  that  the  next  half-hour  would  be  devoted 
to  prayer  for  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  work,  and  that  Dr.  Potts, 
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Chairman  of  the  International  Lesson  Committee,   had  kindly  con- 
sented to  take  charge  of  the  exercises. 

Dr.  Potts— Before  calling  you  to  prayer  I  wish  to  make  two  brief 
remarks.  First,  in  coming  to  Brockvilie  I  have  been  deeply  impressed 
with  the  thought  that  we  ought  to  have  two  conventions  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Ontario.  As  I  listened  to  the  remarkable  addresses  of  last 
evening  I  felt  profoundly  sorry  that  our  Sabbath  School  host  from  the 
western  part  of  the  Province  were  not  here  to  listen  to  Mr.  Hincks 
and  Miss  Harlow. 

Now,  Sabbath  School  workers  are  not  millionaires,  and  we  have  a 
great  many  west  of  Toronto  that  would  gladly  be  at  the  convention  if 
they  could  spare  the  time  and  the  money. 

What  I  would  like  to  drop  into  -^.he  mind  of  the  Convention  is  this, 
that,  with  the  same  officers  we  have,  a  convention  could  be  held  west 
of  Toronto,  and  another  east  of  Toronto,  perhaps  in  two  successive 
weeks,  holding,  if  possible,  the  expert  visitors  that  come  to  us  from  the 
United  States  for  the  two  conventions. 

This  would  have  the  effect  of  inspiring  Eastern  Ontario  and 
Western  Ontario  almost  at  the  same  time.  And,  if  we  continue  as 
we  are,  coming  east  now  and  going  west  next  year,  a  very  gi'eat 
number  of  Sabbath  School  workers  shall  not  have  the  inspiration  and 
the  instruction  of  that  convention.  I  think  it  would  be  safe  to  refer 
this  to  tihe  Executive,  Mr.  President,  almost  with  power.  ]  just  drop 
that  thought. 

The  other  thought  is  this,  that  on  the  first  Sunday  of  this  year  you 
began  the  studies  of  the  new  series  of  Sabbath  School  lessons,  the 
whole  series  covoring  those  years  will  be  predominantly  biographical ; 
but  the  first  eighteen  months  of  the  series  will  be  devoted  to  a  chrono- 
logical study  of  the  Life  of  Christ.  Beginning  with  the  first  Sunday 
of  January,  and  on  until  the  end  of  the  first  six  months  of  the  new 
century,  the  Sabbath  Schools  of  the  world,  I  may  say,  are  studying 
the  life  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Now,  while  I  agree  with  almost  every  sentiment  brought  out  by 
my  friend,  Mr.  Hincks,  last  night,  and  while  I  think  it  is  of  the 
utmost  value  that  there  should  be  earnest  and  intelligent  preparation 
for  "  Decision  Day,"  my  dear  friends,  every  Sunday  should  be  a 
decision  day.  I  don't  see  liow  we  can  pass  through  the  study  of  the 
life  of  the  Lord  Jesus  without  winning  the  children  every  Sunday  of 
the  eighteen  months  that  shal)  be  devoted,  or  is  being  devoted,  to  ihe 
study  of  the  life  of  Christ. 

I  said  in  Boston  a  little  while  ago,  at  the  Massachusetts  Conven- 
tion, that  there  ought  to  be  a  million  conversions  in  our  Sabbath 
Schools  during  the  eighteen  months  that  we  are  studying  the  life  of 
Jesus  Christ ;  and  if  we  have  not  great  results  during  the  wonderful 
lessons  of  1900,  and  the  first  six  months  of  1901,  I  tell  you  candidly 
that  I  don't  know  when  we  shall  have  great  results  from  Sabbath 
School  teaching.     And  so  I  would  hiy  it  upon  the  hearts  of  the  Sab- 


94 


bath  School  workers,  this  mornino;,  to  go  back  from  this  Convention 
resolved  that  during  the  eight  aionths  that  we  have  before  us  of  the 
study  of  the  life  of  Christ,  there  ought  to  be,  and  should  be,  an  earnest 
effort  to  win  souls  every  Sunday. 

We  are  now  going  to  speak  to  God  in  relation  to  the  closing 
weeks  of  the  century,  and  the  opening  of  the  new,  and  as  we  hope  to 
cross  the  boundary  from  the  old  to  the  new,  may  it  be  in  a  spirit  of 
unreserved  consecration  ;  may  it  be  as  undershepherds  in  the  spirit 
of  the  Chief  Shepherd. 

Hymn  No.  22.  Prayer  by  Dr.  Ryckman  and  Rev,  Mr.  Frizzell. 
One  verse  of  Hymn  No.  21.  Prayer  by  Bros.  Moore  and  Steyn,  and 
Dr.  Potts. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Clarke  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions,  and  moved,  seconded  by  Rev.  Mr.  Redditt,  its  reception 
and  adoption.     Carried. 

Dr.  Potts  moved,  that  the  subject  of  the  matter  of  holding  two 
Conventions,  one  for  the  East  and  one  for  the  West,  in  Ontario,  be 
referred  to  the  new  Executive  ;  the  new  executive  to  tix  the  geo- 
graphical lines  which  might  be  west  of  Toronto  and  east  of  Toronto. 

Rev.  Dr.  Benson— I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  seconding  that 
motion  ;  I  think  it  is  a  very  happy  thought.  Twice  as  many  Sunday 
School  workers  will  be  convened  every  year,  and  as  Dr.  Potts  has  sug- 
gested, the  additional  expense  will  be  very  trifling. 

After  some  di«<cussion,  Mr.  P.  C.  Trebilcock  moved,  seconded  by 
Mr.  H.  P.  Moore,  that  the  motion  be  laid  on  the  table  until  the  after- 
noon session,  when  it  could  come  up  under  the  head  of  "  unfinished 
business."     Carried. 


Conference  on  Decision  Day  and  Cradle  Roll. 

Conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hincks  and  Miss  Harlow. 

Dr.  HiNCKS — The  object  of  the  Conference  is  to  make  it  as 
Socratic  as  possible,  so  that  there  will  be  no  set  addresses  from  the 
platform,  only  jusc  a  Socratic  conversation. 

I  want  to  say  with  regard  to  the  point  raised  by  Dr.  Potts,  just  one 
week  before  Decision  Sal.bath,  a  teacher  called  at  the  parsonage  and 
said,  I  want  you  to  come  into  the  Church  to-day,  one  half-an-hour 
before  the  Sabbath  School  begins,  and  I  want  you  to  baptize  all  the 
unbaptized  members  of  my  class,  because  during  the  three  months  dis- 
cussion leading  up  to  Decision  Sunday  my  entire  class  have  given 
themselves  to  Ciirist.  So  that  one  week  before  Decision  Sabbath  I 
baptized  the  unbaptized  members  of  that  teacher's  class.  One  week 
after  Decision  day  we  made  her  a  class-leader  over  her  class,  so  that 
she  IS  now  conducting  the  class  along  experimental  lines  after  she  has 
■conducted  it  along  lines  of  theoretical  Bible  study  ;  and  as  a  matter 
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of  fact,  It  operated  exactly  as  Dr.  Potts  diagnosed  spiritual  work 
should  operate.  Almost  every  Sabbath  in  some  class  some  boy  or  girl 
was  able  to  say,  they  had,  through  parent  or  through  teacher,  given 
themselves  to  Christ.  That  was  the  idea  when  Decision  Day  came  ; 
it  was  me  .ely  a  declaration  of  what  had  been  taking  place  during  the 
three  months  that  led  up  to  it.     The  meeting  is  now  open  for  discus'sion. 

Rev.  Dr.  Benson— How  did  you  care  for  the  hundred  or  more 
children  that  you  brought  into  the  Church  on  that  Decision  Day  1 

Mr.  HiNCKS — We  cared  for  them  along  lines  belonging  peculiarly 
to  the  Church.  We  have  a  catechumen  class  for  young  boys  and  girls, 
and  we  are  inviting  in  with  the  two  catechumen  classes,  the  teachers  of 
the  various  r'  /^s  that  are  interested,  so  that  we  have  clusters  of 
workers  in  ti.e  -itechumen  classes  composed  of  the  class  teacher  and 
Sabbath  fechool  worker. 

Mr.  Clarke — How  do  you  take  the  decision  from  your  school  on 
Decision  Day? 

Mr.  HiNCKS — By  the  signing  of  a  card  which  was  given  to  every 
pupil  in  the  school. 

Mr.  Clarke — Do  you  include  the  Primary  class  in  that  1 

Mr.  HmCKS — lies.  We  had  the  whole  school  present,  and  the 
parents. 

Prof.  Hamill — Just  what  force  do  you  give  to  these  cards  1 

Mr.  HiNCKS — We  worked  three  months  at  it. 

Prof.  PIamill — What  was  the  impression  in  the  mind  of  the  child 
as  to  signing  that  card  1  How  far  did  the  child  think  it  was  com- 
mitted by  it  1 

Mr.  HiNCKS — W^e  committed  them  the  whole  way  to  absolute  uncon- 
ditional surrender  to  Jesus  Christ.  We  followed  it  by  a  service  that 
many  would  not  believe  in,  because  we  are  here  as  a  mixed  unde- 
nominational convention.  We  followed  it  with  one  of  the  most 
impressive  services  I  ever  attended,  when  between  two  and  three 
hundred  of  our  pupils  took  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

A  Delegate — At  about  what  age  do  you  specially  speak  of  1 

Mr.  HiNCKS — They  varied  from  8  years  to  30  and  35. 

Prof.  Hamill — Does  the  person  signing  the  card  consider  that  that 
is  the  act  of  Conversion  ? 

Mr.  HiNCKS — We  emphasize  the  Decision  Day  as  a  day  of  declara- 
tion only,  and  conversion  the  moment  that  they  surrendered  to  Christ 
either  at  the  mother's  knee,  or  in  conversation  with  the  father,  or  in 
conversation  with  myself,  or  in  conversation  with  the  teacher.  For 
instance,  about  five  weeks  before  Decision  Day  a  family  rang  me  up 
— it  was  Saturday  night — and  said,  we  want  you  to  come  over  and 
talk  with  our  boy.  That  night  betwjen  nine  and  ten,  father  and 
mother  and  myself  knelt  in  the  parloi  and  prayed  with  that  boy,  and 
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he  became  a  Christian  that  night  and  he  signed  the  card,  but  he  had 
already  become  a  Christian. 

Rev.  Dr.  Benson—I  think  I  can  answer  Prof.  Hamill's  question. 
There  liave  been  cards  circulated  and  leaflets,  saying  "  I  desire  to 
lead  a  Christian  life."  That  is  a  type  of  religion  we  don't  care  for  in 
this  country. 

Dr.  Benson  read  the  card  used  by  Bro.  Hincks  :  "  Central  Metho- 
dist Church.  My  Confession.  I  believe  that  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  He  gave  his  only  begotten  Son  that  whosoever  believeth  on  Him 
should  not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life.  I  believe  that  Jesus 
loved  me  and  gave  himself  for  me.  It  is  my  earnest  desire  to  love 
him  who  first  loved  me  and  trust  him  who  died  for  me,  realizing  that 
I  cannot  save  myself  and  looking  to  God  for  strength,  I  accept  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  my  Saviour,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  follow  his 

example  and  obey  his  commands.        Name      

Toronto  and  date      " 

Rev.  Mr.  Crummy — I  would  like  to  ask  at  what  age  do  children 
sign  such  a  declaration  as  that  1  I  submit  that  that  card  is  a  declara- 
tion so  fast  and  so  profound,  that  it  requires  a  child  of  extraordinary 
ability  to  grasp  all  that  is  in  that  card. 

Mr.  Steyx — The  teaching  of  the  Scriptures  in  regard  to  truth  re- 
lating to  salvation  is  so  plain  that  he  that  runs  may  read,  and  the 
wayfaring  man  though  a  fool  need  not  err  therein. 

Delegate — Where  there  are  depths  there  are  also  the  shallows  for 
the  child. 

Prof.  Hamill — I  heard  your  address  last  night  and  listened  with  a 
great  deal  of  interest,  but  I  felt  a  sense  of  discouragement  when  you 
were  done,  in  this  way,  that  you  put  a  condition  precedent  to  it  too 
hard,  and  that  you  compelled  that  condition  to  antecede  Decision  Day, 
aiad  left  out  of  account  the  desire  of  the  Lord  to  save  children  of  bad 
parents,  utterly  neglectful  parents,  and  there  was  the  very  opportu- 
nity of  the  Sunday  School.  In  my  own  experience  a  good  many  bad 
boys  have  been  saved  through  Decision  Day,  whose  parents  were 
wholly  neglectful. 

Mr.  Hincks — That  arises  from  the  environment  in  which  I  have 
been  placed.  Dr.  Benson  was  once  the  Pastor  of  that  church,  and  he 
will  understand  it  is  a  family  church,  composed  of  people  who  live  in 
Rosedale  and  that  end  of  the  city,  and  in  that  church,  being  a  family 
church,  I  appealed  to  the  natural  guardians  of  the  children  and  put 
the  responsibility  there  ;  but  in  my  last  charge  I  had  previous  to 
this,  that  line  of  thought  would  have  perhaps  led  me  to  a  different 
method  of  bringing  them  to  decision.  But  I  may  say  we  me<-  that 
objection.  Prof.  Hamill,  in  our  teachers'  meeting  :  We  held  a  teachers' 
meeting,  and  we  rolled  upon  those  teachers  the  responsibility  of  all 
the  boys  and  girls  who  were  in  boarding  houses,  whose  parents  were 
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not  living  there.  This  very  teacher  who  came  and  asked  me  to  bap- 
tize her  young  ladies  was  a  teacher,  and  she  became  mother  and  father, 
and  did  exactly  that  work  where  there  were  no  parents  present  to 
do  it. 

Mr.  Gibson— Carrying  that  idea  further,  how  do  you  proceed  when, 
you  go  below  that  1 

Mr.  HiNCKS— That  Decision  Sabbath  has  been  since  I  have  been 
pastor  of  the  present  chuch.  1  should  certainly  adapt  my  methods 
to  the  population,  and  I  would  put  then  a  tremendous  responsibility 
upon  my  church  members  and  upon  my  Sabbath  School  teachers,  to 
do  the  very  work  that  the  Sabbath  School  is  doing  in  England.  I 
shQuld  proceed  perhaps  on  the  English  method,  putting  pretty  much 
the  whole  responsibility  on  the  teachers. 

Miss  Harlow — My  friends,  I  tried  to  tell  you  last  night  that  our 
first  thought  of  the  Cradle  Roll  was  not  so  much  to  help  the  little 
child  as  it  was  to  reach  the  home  back  of  the  child,  but  we  found  that 
the  influence  reached  infinitely  further  than  we  expected,  and  it  has 
brought  the  mothers  and  it  has  brought  the  fathers  into  the  Sunday 
School,  and  I  can  tell  you  of  five  fathers  and  mothers  that  came  into 
the  church  simply  because  their  babies  were  on  the  Cradle  Roll. 
They  said,  we  will  come  to  the  church  that  takes  care  of  our  baby. 
And  it  proved  to  be  the  turning  point  to  five  fathers  and  mothers 
within  three  months.  That  is,  parents  who  are  not  Christians.  The 
Christian  parents  perhaps  did  not  need  this  help,  perhaps  with  them 
it  was  outside  matter  more,  but  for  the  parents,  of  which  we  have 
such  a  great  number,  who  are  not  Christians,  the  effect  in  the  home 
has  been  wonderful  in  pointing  them  to  the  friend  of  little  children. 

HousE-TO-HousE  Visitation — What  It   Is  and  What  It  Does. 

Prof.  Hamill — First,  what  it  is.  I  remind  you  in  the  beginning 
that  my  theme  does  not  comprise  the  whole  interdenominational 
movement  in  a  community  known  as  House- to-House  Visitation  ;  it 
antedates  that ;  it  leads  up  to  that.  First — By  the  visitation  of  the 
teacher  to  the  homes  of  his  own  class. 

Have  you  ever  tried  the  power  and  profit  of  going  from  home  to 
home  of  your  scholars^  You  can  go  for  several  purposes.  First, 
you  can  ^o  for  simple  comradeship.  You  can  go  to  make  a  comrade 
of  the  scholar,  and  T  would  do  it  for  that  purpose,  as  a  means  to  an 
end.  I  think  it  may  be  cultivated  where  it  is  not  a  natural  tendency 
on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  I  will  give  you  a  word  of  Scripture 
which  I  beg  of  you  to  finish  :  "  A  man  that  hath  friends — " 

Audience — "  Must  show  himself  friendly." 

Prof.  Hamill — He  must  both  show  and  be  and  exercise  himself  in 
friendliness. 
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Secondly — I  should  visit  a  Sunday  School  scholar  as  his  teacher,  in 
order  that  I  might  get  the  parents  over  on  my  side.  If  you  have 
knotty  problems,  troublesome  problems  in  your  Sunday  School  clas ., 
let  me  give  you  a  short  cut  to  their  solution  by  way  of  the  father  or 
mother.  Don't  go  into  the  home  to  fret  or  scold.  You  go  and  put 
your  feet  at  the  grate  and  have  a  pleasant  chat,  and  if  there  is  any- 
thin<'  in  the  world  al)Out  that  Sunday  School  scholar  that  has  excel- 
lency in  it,  tell  the  parent  of  that.  Just  take  the  positive  side  of  it 
and  you  will  do  a  good  deal. 

Thirdly — 1  should  go  to  the  scholar  for  spiritual  ends.  All  these 
other  visits  look  ♦^.o  that  end,  but  the  spiritual  visit  is  with  the  avowed 
purpose  of  talking  to  that  scholar  upon  the  subject  of  religion.  I 
should  ask  his  permission  to  let  me  go  thus,  and  I  should  go  and  talk 
to  him  privately  as  his  best  friend,  next  to  his  father  and  mother,  upon 
the  matter  of  religion. 

Secondly — Visitation  by  the  Superintendent,  or  somebody  acting 
for  the  Superintendent,  into  the  homes  of  the  School.  He  cannot  be 
expected,  in  a  school  like  Bro.  Johnston's  of  Belleville,  or  this  School, 
and  many  other  Schools,  to  visit  all  the  homes  ;  but  I  take  it  that  any 
Superintendent  can  do  like  John  Benham,  of  Chicago,  who  has  800 
scholars  there  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  makes  it  a 
point  to  visit  every  sick  scholar  or  every  home  in  which  there  is  very 
serious  trouble. 

The  Superintendent  ought  to  have  running  the  year  round,  from 
Christinas  to  Christmas,  a  Visitation  Committee,  working  systemat- 
ically under  his  direction.  I  believe  in  the  appointment,  especially,  in 
our  larger  schools,  of  an  officer  (you  may  call  him  the  Secretary  of 
Visitation),  whose  whole  business  it  is,  with  the  Superintendent,  to 
inspect  the  roll  of  the  Sunday  School.  You  are  doing  well  with  the 
Cradle  Roll,  with  your  Home  Department,  with  your  Primary  De- 
partment. All  these  things  are  fine,  and  yet,  singularly  enough,  we 
are  taking  care  of  what  is  inside  of  the  Sunday  School  rather  than 
what  is  outside  of  it ;  and  yet  the  link  which  should  couple  the  Sun- 
day School  with  the  cotnmunity,  should  be  some  person  like  that  in 
every  Sunday  School. 

Thirdly — There  is  the  general  campaign  of  visitation.  I  presume 
the  committee  had  that  in  mind  when  they  attached  my  name  to  this 
topic,  known  as  House-to-house  Visitation,  You  have  had  that  in 
Toronto  and  other  places.  I  am  not  going  to  oppress  you  and  take 
time  by  treating  the  subject  de  novo.  I  can  assume  that  a  very  large 
amount  of  knowledge  is  diffused  through  the  Convention  concerning 
Visitation  Day,  just  as  well  as  concerning  Decision  Day. 

You  ask  me  to  answer  the  question  what  it  is  and  what  it  does  1  1 
answer  the  question  what  it  is  in  brief,  after  this  fashion  :  Visitation 
from  house  to  house,  take  it  undenominationally,  let  me  say,  first  of 
all,  is  ap|)lioable  to  city  or  county  alike.  Whole  counties  have  been 
visited,  in  which  there  was  no  town  larger  than    200   inhabitants.     I 
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have  mniind  Stone  County,  Missouri,  a  phenomenal  i'lu8tratio..,  in 
winch  the  Sunday  School  population  was  trebled  in  one  vear  by  house- 
to-house  visitation  of  the  Sunday  School  forces ;  and  it  'has  occupied, 
tor  some  years  past,  a  very  prominent  place  in  the  list  of  115  counties 
of  Missouri.  It  used  to  be  at  the  very  bottom  of  overvlhing  ;  now  it 
has  come  to  the  top.  House-to-house  visitation  did  it.  Tiiere  is  no 
town  m  It  over  200  inhabitants,  at  least  not  when  the  visitation  was 
made.  In  Minnesota,  a  whole  county  was  visited  in  a  single  day  • 
every  house  in  it,  absolutel}.  It  was  largely,  almost  exclusively,  a 
rural  county,  in  which  there  were  no  towns  except  small  ones.  The 
f.irmers  gave  their  teams,  and  they  went  from  house  to  house  just  as 
practically  in  the  country  as  in  the  city.  It  is  a  little  longer  ride,  a 
little  more  difficulty  in  getting  things  together. 

Let  me  state  four  things  it  does  :  First,  it  pays  a  Christian  visit. 
Put  the  emphasis,  with  me,  upon  the  word  "Christian."  Plenty  of 
visitation  ;  a  great  deal  of  it ;  too  much  of  it.  A  lot  of  people  go 
around  from  their  homes  and  visit  one  another  upon  the  Lord's  day, 
particularly  in  the  country,  and  diminish  the  attendance  upon  the 
'preaching  and  Sunday  School. 

Secondly — It  does  this :  It  economizes  Christian  service.  Six 
churches  can  do  a  great  deal  more,  bound  together,  than  six  times 
one  church.  One  can  chase  a  thousand  :  two  can  put  how  many  to 
flight? 

Voices— Ten  thousand. 

There  is  the  geometrical  ratio  of  the  Bible.  It  is  a  little  beyond 
that  in  the  School.     It  economizes. 

It  will  take  me  longer  to  do  it ;  it  will  give  me  a  great  deal  more 
labor  in  doing  it ;  I  will  meet  with  a  great  deal  more  friction  in 
attempting  it ;  I  will  be  misunderstood  ;  I  will  not  reach  as  many 
iiomes,  because  they  will  say  it  is  Methodist  proselytism  ;  and  so  it 
goes.  But  when  you  are  ail  banded  together  and  going  out  after  the 
apostolic  fashion,  you  do  not  meet  these  criticisms.  It  economizes  in 
time,  labor  and  money. 

Third — It  i,^  a  personal  invitation.  I  call  you  to  witness  if  you  can 
tind  any  meaning  for  at  least  two  of  the  parables,  if  not  p'^rgonal  im- 
portunity ;  I  would  like  you  to  tell  me  what  they  stand  for.  Let  me 
tell  you,  I  have  never  understood  two  of  those  parables  to  mean  any- 
thing else  but  personal  importunity.  You  know  what  two  parables  I 
mean — the  friend  at  midnight  and  the  widow  that  came  to  the  unjust 
judge.  I  have  done  at  least  two  things  sinco  I  have  been  here  in 
Brockville,  which  I  would  not  have  done  of  my  own  volition,  but  be- 
cause I  was  asked  to  do  them.  I  come  up  to  Dr.  Potts  and  ask  him 
for  something  he  did  not  intend  to  give  me  ;  he  would  simply  do  it 
because  T  asked  him.  You  have  done  ten  thousand  things  in  the  last 
twent)  years  or  more  because  somebody  has  asked  you  to  do  them.  Our 
Lord  gave  us  two  parables  to  teach  us  the  power  of  personal  importu- 


II 


100 


nity.     It  is  almost  irresistible  when  you  keep  on  asking  anybody, 
have  found  that  out  at  home.     (Laughter.) 

Fourth,  and  piactically,  it  secures  you  a  religious  census.  The 
Canadian  or  United  States  Governnu'nt  cannot  begin  to  get  as  good  a 
religious  census  as  the  faithful  campaign  in  House-to-House  Visitation. 

What  are  the  benefits  of  it  1  First,  it  unities  the  church  practi- 
cally. That  is  a  good  deal  better  than  unity  of  sentiment,  or  any 
attempt  at  unity  of  doctrine  or  polity  or  anything  of  that  sort.  Take 
conference  together  for  the  first  time,  perhaps,  in  your  life  in  practi- 
cal Christian  service,  and  it  is  a  good  deal  more  than  sitting  in  n  con- 
vention and  singing,  *'  Blest  be  the  tie  that  Idnds." 

Secondly — It  appeals  to  non-Christians  as  a  power  unique.  They 
look  at  you.  I  have  seen  saloon-keepers  stand  in  their  doors  on  House- 
to-house  Visitation  Day.  They  will  joke  over  it ;  but  that  same 
saloon-keeper  went  home  and  said,  "Mary,  have  they  been  around 
here  ^^  "Yes;  two  very  nice  ladies  came  around  here;"  and  the 
saloon-keeper's  children  next  Sunday  were  in  the  Sunday  School. 

It  dignifies  the  Sunday  School  work.  Your  big  business  mau 
down  in  Brockville,  that  does  not  go  to  Sunday  School,  and  thinks 
it  is  rather  a  small  aHair,  sees  the  House  to  House  visits  ;  he  sees  the 
banker  over  the  way,  or  the  lawyer  and  merchant  going  from  house 
to  house  visiting,  and  it  occurs  to  hitn,  after  all.  if  these  men  can 
visit  there  is  something  more  in  the  Sunday  School  than  he  has 
been  dreaming  of. 

It  sets  Christians  at  work  ;  it  aeriates  their  piety,  it  furnishes 
a  point  of  contact  between  the  masses  and  the  Church.  "  The  way 
to  save  the  masses,"  said  Moody,  "  is  to  save  a  mass  at  a  time." 
It  is  carrying  out  that  idea. 

It  initiates  the  Home  Department,  it  gives  information  to  pastors,, 
superintendents  and  churches — information  which  they  can  derive 
from  no  other  source,  and  which  may  be  invaluable  to  their  own 
churches  and  schools,  and  which,  if  followed  up,  adds  many  perman- 
ently to  the  church  and  school,  but  only  if  it  is  followed  up  by  the 
individual  churches.  It  discovers  and  develops  workers.  There  are 
people  in  the  church  who  say,  I  can  do  nothing.  They  can  visit 
from  house  to  house,  and  they  find  that  there  is  something  that  they 
can  do.  Jt  stimulates  them,  it  discovers  them,  it  develops  them.  It 
blesses  the  visitor  quite  as  much,  and  in  some  cases  more,  than  the 
visited.  It  is  very  much  like  something  that  Shakespeare  says  :  *'  It 
is  twice  blessed  ;  it  blesses  him  that  gives  and  him  that  takes,"  and  I 
would  not  leave  off  the  other  words  he  says,  "  It  is  mightiest  in  the 
mightiest."  Then,  lastly,  in  my  own  city  of  Jacksonville  it  laid  the 
foundation  for  a  revival  in  our  churches.  The  first  thing  they  did 
after  Pentecost  was  to  go  from  house  to  house.  Now,  the  best  thing, 
in  order  to  bring  Pentecost,  is  to  go  from  house  to  house.  (Applause.) 
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Phk    Cultivation    of   the   Missionauy    Spirit    in    tub   SAnnATH 

School,  and  How. 

Rev.  FjnvAi  Crummv — Mr.  President,  and  Fellow-Teachers,—!  am 
1,'lad  to  see  at  least  a  little  space  given  on  the  Convention  programme 
to  the  consideration  of  the  niissionary  interest.  The  reason  why, 
and  the  only  reason  why,  T  shall  say  that  it  is  necessary  to  cultivate 
the  missionary  spirit  in  the  Sunday  School,  is  the  present  condition 
of  mission  work,  and  its  possible  solution.  Great  things  have  been 
(lone  this  past  century.  We  have  become  so  accustomed  to  great 
things  that  we  scarcely  note  them  when  they  do  transpire.  Within 
the  last  three  years,  and  culminating  much  this  year,  some  of  the 
greatest  events  of  history  have  taken  place.  I  mention  ona  or  two 
just  by  way  of  illustration.  You  know  the  Cuban  war  was  a  thing 
which  politicians  played  their  political  tricks  over,  but  it  and  its 
issue  resulted  in  one  of  the  greatest  events  of  this  or  other  centuries, 
the  friendly  appr6achment  of  two  great  Anglo-Saxon  peoples.  We 
cannot  be  blind  to  the  fact  that  the  little  jealousies  which  divided 
these  two  great  peoples  in  the  past  have  been  a  source  of  weakness, 
and  their  removal  has  prepared  these  two  splendid  nations,  with  a 
somewhat  developed  Christian  conscience,  for  activities  in  the  future, 
which  must  surpass  anything  we  have  seen  in  Christian  history. 

We  will  just  mention  a  second  similar  event — the  shutting  up  of 
a  flood-gate  of  death,  which  was  caused  by  the  Soudan  slave  trade, 
through  the  success  of  the  British  in  Egypt.  Notwithstanding  all 
the  little  political  questions,  the  shutting  up  of  that  gate  is  one  of  the 
grandest  triumphs  of  history  for  humanity. 

I  want  to  cite  a  little  bit  of  experience,  simply  because  it  falls  in 
with  one  of  the  chapters  of  missionary  progress.  I  romember  the 
day,  so  do  you,  praying  the  Lord  to  send  forth  or  to  produce  workers 
for  the  field.  The  Lord  has  done  it  a  good  while  ago.  I  think  it 
was  in  my  Sophomore  year  at  old  Victoria  that  Dr.  Burns,  now  gone 
to  his  reward,  was  giving  a  missionary  address  to  the  students.  Some 
nineteen,  I  think,  of  the  young  men  graduating  that  year,  intending 
to  go  into  various  professions,  came  forth,  after  prayer  and  much 
thought,  in  response  to  the  appeal  he  made,  and  signed  their  names 
to  a  declaration  that  they  were  willing  to  be  Scnt  by  the  Methodist 
Church — they  were  all  Methodists — into  the  Foreign  Field,  and  I 
think,  as  far  as  I  know,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  that  Church 
its  mouth  was  closed  on  that  prayer,  and  the  challenge  was  placed 
before  us,  which  has  never  been  removed.  In  1887  there  came  letters 
from  Japan  asking  that  men  should  go.  I  responded,  and  when  I 
reached  Vancouver  I  met  a  fellow-traveller  likewise  going  to  Japan. 
Dr.  Whitney  had  written  to  Mr.  Moody,  who  had  brought  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Y.M.C.A.  oflSicera  of  the  United  States,  and  already 
there  was  one  young  man  sent  forth  at  least  with  the  blessing,  if  not 
with  the  money,  of  that  institution.     That  gave  rise,  I  believe,  next 
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summer  at  Nortlitield,  to  the  Students'  Volunteer  Movement,  and 
thousandy  of  young  men  all  over  this  continent  from  tlie  collej^i's. 
placed  their  names  upon  the  list,  voluiiteering  to  go  where  tlie 
Lord  or  the  Church  would  send  them.  Perhaps  the  addition  of 
ten  years  or  so  lias  taken  away  a  little  of  my  optimism  in  this  mattci. 
Hut  v,-hen  I  get  down  to  the  end  there  are  at  least  twenty  in 
the  hundred  who  are  holding  this  challenge  in  the  church's  t'ace  : 
Send  us  out  and  we  will  equip  the  Church  for  evangelization.  Chris 
tendom  and  the  Church  have  practically  been  sculking  in  the 
face  of  this  challenge,  incapable  of  accepting  it.  Is  she  unable  to  do 
it?  Unable  is  the  net  test  of  financial  policy.  The  Hnancial 
policy  of  the  Church  in  the  ()ld  Testament,  and  approved  of  by  tli(» 
Mew,  is  to  recognize  God  as  the  giver,  by  giving  back  to  him  a  tenth 
of  your  income.  The  tithing  systeni  was  recognized  as  a  necessity, 
in  order  to  transmute  this  wealth  into  blessing,  otherwise  it  would  Ix^ 
a  curse  to  the  Church,  There  are  about  llir<'e  ndllions  of  Protestants 
in  Canada.  The  average  income  is  lift y  live  cents  a  day.  That 
means  live  hundred  millions  or  an  income,  or  iifty  millions  for  tithing. 
If  you  will  take  the  from  five  to  six  thousand  Protestant  ministers 
and  their  churches  it  will  take  about,  on  the  average,  three  thousand 
dollars  a  year  to  equip  those  churches  vastly  better  than  they  are 
equipped  today.  That  will  mean  well  under  twenty  millions  to 
thoroughly  equip  the  Christian  Protestant  work  of  Canada.  \<iix 
have  the  remaining  thirty  millions  left  on  your  hands  for  foreign  mis- 
sion work.  I  think  we  can  say  to-day  that  all  Protestant  churches 
put  together  are  not  exceeding  a  million  in  distinctly  foreign  missions. 
You  can  begin  to  see  what  could  be  done  if  we  did  our  work  I 
don't  want  to  turn  back  upon  the  fathers,  and  say  they  know  but  very 
little  compared  with  the  youngsters  ;  but  I  want  to  say  this,  iliav  've- 


get  our  habits  rather 


young. 


I   am   rather  hopeless  with  regard  to- 


radically  changing  the  giving  habits  of  the   larger  proportion  of  tlie- 
Church.     Do  you  not  see,  then,  that  the  key    to  the   solution  of  the^ 
almost  paralyzed  condition  of  the  Church  in  mission  work  to-day,  is  to 
train  the  children  of  the  Sunday  Schools  in  the  giving  habit,  and  to 
impart  information  on  the  missionary  question. 

The  Sunday  School  Lesson  Committee  were  requested  long  ago,  or 
long  ago  decided  it  was  well  once  a  quarter  to  introduce  a  temperance 
lesson.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  introduce  a  missionary  lesson  ?, 
Might  we  have  that  as  a  beginning  1  That  would  not  be  impossible. 
I  think  it  would  be  worth  while  to  give  that  consideration  in  our 
Conventions,  and  to  send  up  some  definite  suggestion  to  the  Inter- 
national Committee. 

Go  a  little  farther  in  our  lesson  helps.     I  suppose  the  more  our 
children  know  about  the  preseat  condition  of  missions,  the  better  they 
will  be  equipped  to  sympathize  with  mission  operations.     Suppose  we? 
had  upon  our  Lesson  Helps  questions  dealing  definitely  with  missioik-^ 
fields,  taking  one  at  a  time. 
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The  nHxt  thing  in  order  to  get  that  intelligence  worth  much,  you 
have  to  begin  to  atlect  the  giving  habit  right  away.  So  I  would  sug- 
gest that  if  the  school  as  a  whole  were  not  urged  to  organize  into 
missionary  organization,  having  its  niissionary  treasup-r,  that  those 
of  the  teachers  and  pupils  who  would  sympathize  with  such  an  organ- 
ization, should  form  a  Missionary  Society,  and  you  could  ask  those 
who  volunteered  to  contribute,  say,  two  cents  a  week,  for  missionary 
purposes.  I  don't  think  that  would  be  impossible.  Hay  to  your 
pupils  :  Your  in;)thers  do  not  hinder  you  writing  a  letter  a  week. 
Write  a  letter  for  (iod  a  week.  Keep  your  own  missionary  envelope, 
put  two  cents  in  it  every  week,  and  once  a  quarter  let  the  missionary 
treasurer  have  charge  of  it,  and  that  you  can  hold  forth  bufore  the 
school  as  showing  what  even  that  will  accomplish.  Five  hundred 
thousand  pupils  in  these  schools  would  represent  $500,000  a  year 
ion»ing  through  that  agency,  beating  the  Church  out  and  out,  as  far 
us  Foreign  Mission  activity  is  concerned. 

I  don't  say  that  is  the  maximum,  but  to  introduce  tho  question.  T 
iielieve  if  the  teachers,  who  are  more  likely  than  perhaps  any  other 
class  in  the  community  to  grasp  the  great  responsibility  financially, 
can  themselves  follow  some  plan  of  systematic  giving,  and  then 
gradually  introduce  this  system  of  two  cents  a  week,  or  one  cent 
i  week,  into  the  school,  it  will  spread  wonderfully  ;  and  practically 
thus  with  the  instruction  which  might  be  imparted  upon  the  Lesson 
Helps,  will  supply  two  paths  for  the  creation  of  this  missionary 
ientiiiient,  which  seems  to  me  the  one  possible  solution  of  the 
jaralyzed  condition  of  the  Church  to-day  in  relation  to  her  mission- 
try  problem.     (Applause.) 

After  singing  one  verse  of  hymn  No.  11,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strachan 
aronounced  the  benediction,  and  the  congregation  was  dismissed. 


THURSDA  Y  A  FTERNO  ON. 

Devotional  exercises  conducted  by  Mr.  Donly  of  Simco  - 

Owing  to  the  President  not  being  able  to  be  present  through  indis- 

josition,  on  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Redditt,  seconded  by  Mr.  Steyn, 

Rev.  Mr.  Frizzell  took  the  chair. 

« 
Normal  Lesson. 

Prof.  Hamill- -I  desire  to  take  something  in  the  line  of  current 
Bible  study.  From  the  1st  January,  1900,  to  the  1st  July,  1901, 
ve  are  to  take  studies  relating  to  the  life  of  our  I^ord,  His  ministry, 
ilis  teachings,  and  especially  His  death.  Somebody  has  said  that  the 
iiiracies  of  our  Lord  are  parables  and  the  parables  are  miracles. 
These  lessons  that  you  take  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  closeiy  con- 
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secutive  for  a  y^ar  and  a  half,  devoted  to  the  salient  points  in  our 
Lord's  ministry,  ought  surely  to  do  this  rouch  :  At  the  end  of  the 
eighteen  months,  if  you  have  observed  the  connecting  links  between 
these  successive  lessons,  you  ought  to  have  a  well  grounded  knowledge  i 
of  the  Lord's  life  ;  that  will  be  the  most  important  feature  of  Bible  | 
study  that  you  could  attempt.  i 

I  met  in  Decatur,  Illinois,  not  a  great  while  ago,  two  old  people  who 
were  celebrating;   the   seventieth  anniversary   of  their   wedded  life.  ? 
One  who  had  knawn  Lhem  a    long  time,  and  had    been  their  family 
physician,  marked    a  singular    r^siemblance  in  the  faces  of  the  aged 
husband  and    wife.     He  said,    "When  I  knew  them   first   in   their; 
younger  days  ohey  were  wholly  dissimilar  in  appearance,  in  speech, 
apparently   in   temperament.     Now,  they    are  as    twin  brother   and. 
sister."     There   is   a   deep  philosophy  in  the  sychological    or  physio- 
logical remark  of  that  physician.     You  and  I  come  to  look  like  those 
with  whom  we  associate,  not  in  mind  and  spirit    only,  but   in   face,  i 
Any  Sunday  School  teacher,  at  the  end  of  the  eighteen  months,  ought 
not  only  to  have  a  large  and  well  grounded  knowledge  of  Christ's  life, 
which  you  can  dr  by  carefully  systematizing  your  study  of  eighteen 
months,  but  you  ought  to  grow  more  and   more  into  the   image  and 
likeness  of  Jesus  Christ.      When  we  have  studied  with  the  spirit  of 
meekness  and  companionship  and  docility,  begotten  of  eighteen  months 
familiar  intercourse  with  our  study,  it  ought  to  make  us  to  look  like 
Christ. 

A  general  proposition  relating  to  these  miracles  and  parables :  that 
saying  which  I  am  fond  of  quoting  and  which  I  verily  believe,  "that  the  j 
miracles  are  pai-ables  and  the  parables  are  miracles,"  has  more  in  it  than  v 
appears  upon  the  face.     John,  for  instance,   habitually   uses   a  Greek 
word  for  miracle,  which  Matthew,  Mark  and   Luke  do  not  use;  the./ 
word  for  a  "sign  "  is  the  only  word  John  uses  in  the    Greek  descrip-  ' 
tive  of   a  miracle.       When  our  Lord  opens  the  eyes  of  a  man  born 
blind,  and  follows  it  witlj  the  discourse  upon  the  Light  of   the  world, 
you  can  see  very  plainly  that  the  miracle  was  but  a   sign  of  a  great 
spiritual  trufh.     And  when  our  Lord,  accorcling  to  Jo'>n,  the  others 
as  well,  takes  u  ^jicnic  boy's  basket  of  fishes  and  bread   aad  feeds  a 
hungry  multitude,    5,000   men,  besides  women  and  children,  and  *ol- 
l'>-v"  it  by  a  discourse  upon  the  Bread  of  Life,  the  miracle  had  within # 
it  more  than  mere  supernatural  power  ;  it  meant  to  point  to  a  great 
spiritual  truth.     Therefore  the  miracles  are  signs. 

You  take  the  first  recorded  miracles;  we  have  only  a  glimpse  of 
them.     I  doubt  if  we  have  got  a  thousandth  part  of  the  miracles  on 
record.     The  four  writers  took  little  account  of  the    miracles  of  "^-r 
Lord  and   give  us  only  about  tliirty-five   of  them.      Take  the    firsts 
three  recorded  miracles  :     Water  is  turned  into  wine.  Is  that  miradev- 
recorded  as  the  beginning  of  our  Lord's  ministry  simply  to  show  ua 
that  our  Lord  could  turn  water  into  wine?     By  no  means.     It  was, 
right  at  the  beginning  of  his  ministry.     It  was  wrought  in  a  home. ; 
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From  that  day  to  this  the  home  has  been  the  centre  of  society,  of 
education,  of  political  life,  of  religion,  and  oui-  Lord  began  His  miracle 
working  in  a  home.  Our  Lord  showed  Himself  to  be  master  of  inor- 
ganic nature  by  doing  in  an  instant  what  nature  takes  a  whole  season 
to  achieve.  So  that  miracle  points  to  him  literally  as  master  of 
nature  ;  spiritually,  as  Lord  of  the  home.  The  second  miracle  was 
not  upon  inorganic,  but  organic  nature.  A  boy  is  sick  unto  death, 
and  our  Lord,  twenty  miles  away,  extended  His  power  and  lifted  the 
child  instantly  from  its  sickness  and  made  the  family  to  rejoice.  You 
get  the  significance  from  the  words  of  the  Evangelist :  That  man 
and  his  house  believed.  In  the  first  miracle  the  Lord  performed  the 
act  as  Lord  of  the  joys  of  the  home  ;  in  the  second,  of  the  sorrows  of 
the  home.  He  led  the  faith  of  the  father  and  household  through  that 
very  miracle  of  healing,  to  a  point  beyond  the  benefit  it  conferred  im- 
mediately upon  the  child  ;  it  extended  to  the  whole  family.  The  third 
miracle  was  not  upon  inorganic  or  organic  nature,  but  upon  an  evil  spirit. 
That  'fevil  spirit  was  cast  out.  And  our  Lord  passes  from  nature 
in  the  first  miracle  to  man  in  the  second,  and  to  the  invisible 
world  in  the  third.  Theie  is  the  climax  in  those  first  three  miracles. 
Take  threeothers,theonly  ones  recorded  where  our  Lord  raised  people 
from  the  dead.  In  the  first  place  the  miracle  is  wrought  upon  a 
child.  The  mourners  ara  expelled,  the  father  and  mother  retained, 
and  these  constitute  the  company  and  spectators.  Our  Lord  touches 
the  child.  That  very  thing  has  its  significance.  We  have  the  very 
phrase  now  which  has  so  much  significance  in  our  religious  work  : 
Come  in  touch  with  the  Master  ;  come  in  touch  with  your  Sunday 
School  scholar. 

The  next  miracle  goes  a  step  further.  It  is  a  young  man.  They 
are  bearing  his  body  upon  a  bier  from  the  little  city  in  which  he  lived 
to  the  cemetery  without.  Our  Lord  stops  the  procession  and  touches 
the  bier,  and  sends  the  young  man  home  with  his  widowed  mother. 
From  the  bed  to  the  bier  ;    from   the  child  of  twelve  to  the  young 


man. 


The  third  is  that  of  Lazarus,  His  friend.  I  can't  think  of  Lazarus 
as  being  less  than  thirty-five  or  forty  years  of  age  He  was  older  than 
these  others.  He  had  been  lour  days  in  tlie  grave.  His  body  had 
already  begun  to  enter  upon  dissolution  and  decay.  Our  Lord  does 
not  vouch  anything  then.  He  stands  aloof  from  the  tomb  and  speaks 
in  a  loud  voice  and  bids  Lazarus  come  forth.  From  the  bed  to  the 
the  bier,  from  the  bier  to  the  tomb. 

I  think  all  these  miracles  are  signs.  I  have  no  doubt  that  some 
writer  will  go  a  step  further  and  show  that  the  miracles  of  our 
Lord  are  not  only  signs,  V>ut  that  in  their  true  relation,  they,  them- 
selves, constitute  a  body  of  doctrine. 

Why  should  our  Lord  put  His  fingers  into  the  ears  of  on^  man  in 
order  to  heal  his  hearing  ^  Why  did  he  twice  touch  the  eyes  of  one 
man  ?     Why  did  He  do  it  twice  when  once  would  have  answered  1 
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There  are  people  who  have  come  into  the  kirigdotn  to-day  at  a  siiT^le 
step,  that  sonietiaies  spend  years  in  a  twilight  of  semi-religious  life  and 
experience.  They  have  had  their  eyes  touched  by  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
they  need  another  touch,  and  when  the  coi<.ditions  are  met,  the  Holw 
Ghost  giveth  unto  them  that  second  touch,  and  then  they  see  men 
truly,  not  as  trees  walking  in  the  Kingdom  of  God.  And  so  I  think 
that  all  these  miracles  are  signs  ;  that  all  the  miracles  that  our  Lord 
wrought^  which  are  recorded  by  the  writers  of  the  four  Gospels, 
especially  in  Mark,  some  thirty  or  forty  miracles,  as  well  as  those 
which  comprehend  the  greatest  spiritual  significance  of  our  Lord's 
ministry,  were  signs. 

Now,  as  to  the  parables  of  our  Lord.  In  the  year  28  he  spoke  no 
parables.  In  29  he  spoke  aeven.  In  the  next  year  he  spoke  thirteen, 
and  in  the  last  year  of  his  nunistrj,  including  only  from  January  to 
April,  ten  parables.  In  the  group  each  is  distinctly  defined.  The 
line  of  demarkation  between  the  provinces  physically  is  no  clearer 
geographically  than  it  is  between  the  different  groups  of  parables  our 
Lord  spoke.  As  to  the  places  where  these  parables  were  spoken  :  ten 
in  Galilee,  twelve  in  Perea — people  led  along  by  stories  of  our  Lord 
to  better  understanding — ,and  in  Judea  ei ^ht :  less  there  than  else- 
where. 

John  records  more  discourses  in  Judea  than  anywhere  else. 
It  was  a  clash  between  our  Lord  and  the  leaders  of  the  Jewish  temple. 
Seven  in  the  second  year  of  our  Lord's  ministry  comprehend  parables 
of  the  kingdom.  They  answer  this  question,  what  is  the  meaning  of 
my  kingdom  1  The  kingdom  of  hea\en  is  like  unto  seed  cast  by  the 
sower,  like  unto  leaven,  like  unto  the  pearl  of  great  price,  like  unto 
hidden  treasure,  like  unto  a  draw  net  cast  into  the  sea.  The  first 
seven  parables  define  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  ;  they  are  educational 
parables,  parables  of  instruction.  It  is  a  lesson  to  me  and  to  you, 
before  you  try  to  move  upon  the  heart,  inform  the  mind.  Follow 
your  Master  in  that  regard.  Lay  down  the  foundation  of  instruction 
and  education,  and  then,  as  our  Lord  did,  pass  into  the  second 
group  of  pf..'ables,  and  follow  it  up  with  encouragement,  admonition, 
invitation. 

The  second  group  of  parables  (twelve)  might  be  called  the  parables 
of  g'ace  or  mercy.  These  are  educational  parables  in  answer  to  the 
question,  What  is  my  kingdom  ?  How  may  one  become  a  member  of 
this  kingdom  ?  On  what  conditions  may  I  be  admitted  into  this 
kingdom  1  What  encouragement  is  there  to  seek  a  place  in  this 
kingdom  ?  The  third  group  of  parables  are  the  parables  of  judgment. 
There  hell  is  naked  and  open  before  the  eyes.  The  parables  of  the 
sheep  and  the  goats,  and  so  on,  are  parables  of  judgment.  Our  Lord 
passes  from  men  and  from  the  relations  of  men  one  to  the  other. 
While  nature  is  the  basis  of  the  first  group — the  tares,  the  seed,  pearls, 
hidden  treasure  ;  man  is  the  basis  of  the  second  group — the  widow, 
the  judge,  two  men  in  the  temple  praying,  the  prodigal  son,  the  lost 
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sheep,  and  the  shepherd  going  after  him.  In  the  third  group  the 
basis  is  not  man,  not  nature,  but  it  is  the  world  to  come — the  invisible 
world. 

What  is  the  purpose  of  our  Lord's  parables '(  First,  to  attract.  A 
story  always  attracts.  The  parables  of  our  Lord  transcend  any  other 
paiables.  You  take  that  old  book  of  fables — of  parables — of  ^sop, 
whicli  you  liave  read.  There  is  wonderful  wisdom  in  them,  but  do 
you  notice  the  marked  ditt'erence  between  these  fables  and  the  parables 
of  our  Lord  1  They  never  rise  above  the  level  of  a  man's  head.  They 
deal  with  men — an  excellent  quality  of  earthly  wisdom  infused  into 
them,  but  it  has  never  felt  the  touch  of  the  divine.  You  may  read 
^sop's  fables  ail  the  way  through,  and  it  may  make  you  worldly  wise. 

Secondly,  the  parables  conceal.  Why?  Because  He  had  these 
.•jcowling  critics  of  the  temple,  twenty  thousand  priests  and  thirty 
thousand  Le\  it«'s,  who  would  be  out  of  a  job  if  His  predictions  were 
true,  and  they  hated  Him,  and  they  were  not  willing  to  receive  any- 
thing that  He  taught  them.  They  spoke  themselves  against  the 
truth  of  what  He  said.  They  confessed  His  miracles  were  admittedly 
so,  but  they  said  they  were  wrought  by  Beelzebub. 

Towards  the  end  our  Lord,  while  still  speaking  parables,  pointed 
to  them  so  plainly  that  they  knew  they  were  meant,  and  then  they 
killed  Him.  Our  Lord  said  they  have  ears  to  hear,  and  will  not  hear, 
and  I  will  speak  to  them  in  parables. 

And  then,  the  next  thing  was  to  reveal — to  reveal  to  the  devout 
man.  You  have  gone  over  the  parable  you  are  to  boaoh  next  Sun- 
day, and  you  have  said,  there  is  not  anything  much  in  this.  You 
have  looked  at  it  from  a  purely  human  standpoint.  It  has  not  satis- 
fied you.  But,  you  began  to  think  of  it  as  a  Christian  ought  to. 
You  get  down  on  your  knees,  and  you  pray  to  God  to  open  unto  you 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  the  meaning  of  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  son, 
and  then  great  tides  of  love  for  the  fallen  and  lost  ones  begin  tc  surge 
to  and  fro  in  your  heart,  and  by  next  Sunday  you  are  surcharged 
with  it,  and  you  come  before  your  class  and  your  eyes  glisten,  and 
your  cheeks  flush,  and  you  teach  the  parable  of  the  piodigal  son. 
Maybe  you  broke  down  while  you  were  trying  to  do  it.  I  have  seen 
men  do  that  in  the  pulpit  and  in  the  school. 

The  purpose  of  our  Lord's  parables  was  further  to  perpetuate. 

The  parable  of  the  sower  suggests  the  seed  of  the  kingdom  ;  that  ia 
the  seed  which  is  the  word,  but  it  is  not  the  word  that  is  the  subject 
of  that  parable ;  at  least,  it  is  not  in  my  opinion  ;  that  parable  really 
represents  the  subjects  of  the  kingdom  ;  the  different  classes  that  are 
related  to  the  kingdom  ;  we  have  one  that  brings  forth  thirty,  sixty, 
and  one  hundred  fold  ;  we  have  one  that  is  caught  up  by  the  vanities  of 
this  world  ;  we  have  one  that  flashes  like  gunpowder  in  the  enthusiasm 
of  religion  and  then  wanes  away,  and  then  we  have  the  steadfast  sub- 
jects of  the  kingdom.  This  answers  the  question  :  What  is  my  king- 
doml  Our  Lord  put  that  parable  before  them, and  spoke  of  the  good  seed» 
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for  He  saw  that  there  would  be  a  misappreliensioa  unless  He  showed 
them  that  not  all  seed  relating  to  the  kingdom  was  good  seed  ;  there 
was  evil  seed  ;  there  is  an  antagonizing  spirit,  8atan,  and  while  the 
good  man  is  sowing  the  good  seed  the  evil  spirit  is  sov/ing  evil  seed. 

These  parables  are  commonly  in  pairs.  What  does  the  mustard 
seed  signify?  You  drop  it  in  the  ground,  and  it  grows  to  be  a  g.eat 
tree.  That  illustrates  the  outward  growth  of  religion  in  a  man's  life  ; 
the  outward  appearance  of  it  in  a  nation's  life,  but  outward  appear- 
ance only.  If  our  Lord  had  not  given  a  complement  to  that,  one 
would  have  been  tempted  to  judge  the  spiritual  state  by  the  outward 
appearance  ;  but  our  Lord  puts  the  parable  of  the  leaven  that  has 
growing  force  ;  but  it  moves  invisibly  and  in  secret.  Anybody  can 
see  the  mustard  seed  grow  until  it  becomes  a  great  tree,  but  nobody 
can  see  the  mysterious  workings  of  the  leaven.  The  housewife  sees 
it,  but  does  not  understand  it.  This  I'epresents  the  inward  growth  of  - 
the  kingdom.     And  so  you  have  these  in  pairs. 

The  lost  sheep  and  the  lost  coin  was  the  parable  of  last  Sunday's 
lesson  ;  the  prodigal  son  will  be  next  Sunday's  lesson.  Instead  of 
being  a  pair,  this  is  a  perfect  trinity  of  parables.  You  cannot  tear 
them  apart.  The  lost  sheep  was  recovered  by  the  shepherd,  our 
Lord  ;  the  lost  coin  wac  recovered  by  the  lighted  lamp.  The  Church, 
holding  the  lighted  lamp,  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  her  hand,  searching  for 
the  coin  which  had  been  lost.  The  prodigal  son  represents  the  father's 
love.  Here  was  one  who  had  purposed  to  be  lost.  He  didn't  care. 
He  w^entinto  the  far  country.  He  left  his  father's  home,  and  he  is 
recovered.  So  our  Lord  sets  before  you  in  those  three  parables 
diiFei'ent  excuses,  or  reasons,  for  which  this  or  that  person  may  be  lost. 
But  all  the  parables,  summing  up  the  love  of  the  Trinity,  are  like 
this  :  This  poor  sheep,  because  of  its  native  bent  towards  evil,  has 
gone  from  its  proper  fold.  I  will  send  the  good  shepherd  and  find 
him  at  any  cost.  This  poor  coin  that  had  no  feeling  or  responsibility, 
is  lost  by  the  neglect  of  the  Church  and  Sunday  School  teacher ;  I 
will  send  the  Holy  Ghost  and  throw  light  upon  it,  conviction  and 
urgency.  This  poor  son  is  lost  because  he  willed  to  leave  my 
house.  I  can't  stop  him  until  he  comes  to  himself  ;  only  when  he 
comes  to  himself,  helping  him  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  re- 
minding him  of  the  things  of  his  father's  home  that  he  has  left  behind. 
When  he  comes  to  himself  I  can  save  him.  The  minute  he  turns  his 
face  towards  me  I  will  use  the  love  of  the  Father,  of  the  infinite  God, 
and  keep  my  door  open  and  run  and  meet  him,  and  fall  upon  his  neck 
and  kiss  him.  Love  of  the  Father,  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  Good 
Shepherd,  Jesus.     God  using  all  .agencies  to  save  che  race. 

Nothing  delights  me  so  much  as  Bible  study.  John  Wesley,  when 
he  got  through  college,  and  he  had  been  a  great  student — he  became 
one  of  the  Fellows  of  Lincoln  College,  Oxford  ;  magnificent  in  logic  ; 
a  speaker  and  writer  of  seven  languages ;  master  of  mathematics  in 
the  class.     Standing   upon   the  stone   step   of   his  college  one  day, 
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liighest  in  fame  in  the  college,  said  :  Henceforth  I  shall  be  homo 
unius  lihri.  A  man  of  one  book.  I  would  like  to  live  a  thousand 
years  and  study  God's  book. 

At  this  point  Prof.  Haniill  illustrated  the  lesson  by  reference  to 
charts. 

In  the  absence  of  Rev.  John  McEwan,  Mr.  Jackson  presented  and 
read  the  report  of  the  Normal  Department,  which  had  been  prepared 
by  Mr.  Lee,  the  Chairman  of  the  Normal  Committee. 

NORMAL  COMMITTEE'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

It  is  said  that  figures  cannor  lie,  but  it  is  certain  that  mere  statis- 
tical details  often  give  a  very  incomplete  and  inaccurate  idea  of  the 
work  accomplished.  Judged  by  the  statistics,  our  work  this  year 
would  seem  to  have  somewhat  fallen  off;  but,  we  believe,  such  is  not 
the  case. 

A  number  of  influences  combined  to  make  the  number  presenting 
themselves  for  examination  this  year  less  than  last  year,  but  we  be- 
lieve the  number  studying  the  course  is  actually  on  the  increase.  One 
good  class  did  not  receive  notice,  through  inadvertence,  until  after  the 
examination.  In  another,  through  serious  illness  in  the  leader's  family 
at  the  time,  the  examinations  were  not  tried,  while  of  another  class 
of  twenty-three,  carefully  drilled  by  a  most  capable  teacher,  only  one 
tried  the  examinations.  New  classes  were  formed  in  Abingdon, 
Bracebridge,  Carsonby,  City  View,  Eglington,  Fallowfield,  Gait,  Grav- 
enhurst,  lona,  Islington,  MalakofF,  Merivale,  Mosgrove,  Stittsville, 
Toronto,  Wallacetown  and  W-  terford  during  the  year,  while  several 
of  the  old  classes  still  keep  up  the  work  with  undiminished  vigor. 

Written  examinations  continue  to  be  a  great  bugbear  to  many,  but 
as  they  undoubtedly  furnish  our  best  available  test  of  the  work  done, 
we  hope  to  see  a  much  larger  number  try  them  next  year. 

About  150  students,  residing  in  thirty-five  different  parts  of  the 
Province,  enrolled  with  us  this  year.  Of  these,  twenty-six  tried  the 
examinations,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  the  First  Year,  and  six  in  the 
Second  Year.  Examinations  were  held  in  twelve  different  localities. 
Certificates  have  been  granted  to  ten  ;  sixteen  passed  in  one  subject, 
but  only  two  completed  the  course  and  have  been  awarded  our  Diploma. 

The  results  are  : 

First  Year. 

Passed  on  Xew  Testament  and  Training. 

Maud  Cockburn,  Lena  Meinardus,  Edna  Wardica,  Sarah  Arm- 
strong Hotson  and  Maggie  Senn. 
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On  New  Testament  Only. 

Wliittield  R.  Carson,  Robert  Fletcher  Argue,  Emma  Lyons,  J.  W. 
Crane,  Henry  Wing,  Nellie  Anderson,  Charles  Kitchen,  Mrs.  Charles 

Kitchen,  Mary  Ida  Packhani,   Jennet  Armstrong,   Lucy  Grant  and 
Duncan  Shepherd. 

On  Training  Only, 

Grace  Allan,  Joanna  Laidlaw  and  John  Henderson. 

Second  Yeau. 

Passed  on  Old  Testament  and  T'raining. 

Alice  Hurlburt,  B.A.,  Myrtle  Dobson,   Clarissa  Chapman,   Hattie 
M.  Wright  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  McRoberts, 


Lucy  Grant. 


On  Old  Testament  Only. 
On  Training  Only. 


Hannah  McDougall  Young  (previously  passed  on  other  subjects) 
and  Rhoda  Springsted. 

Diplomas, 

Alice  Hurlburt,  B.A.  (Mitchell)  and  Hannah  McDougall  Young 
(Abingdon.) 

Either  the  papers  were  more  difficult  or  the  students  were  not  so 
proficient  as  last  year,  since  such  high  marks  were  not  so  generally 
secured  Vjy  those  who  passed,  and  there  were  more  failures.  May  our 
students  be  earnest  and  keep  the  standard  high. 

The  policy  of  continuing  the  examiners  for  two  years  has  been  fol- 
lowed, and  Rev.  P.  K.  Dayfoot,  M.A.,  W.  F.  Chapman,  M.A.,  Rev. 
,T.  McD.  Duncan,  B.A.,  B.D.,  and  Rev.  H.  F.  Thomas,  M.A.,  B.D., 
again  performed  the  onerous  duties  of  setting  the  questions  and  ex- 
amining the  papers,  while  Rev.  A.  G.  King,  D.D.,  Rev.  R.  C.  Par- 
sons, J.  Melvin  Park,  Esq.,  Rev.  R.  Hamilton,  C.  C.  Lumley,  M.D., 
Rev.  Donald  Kelso,  R.  J.  Armstrong,  Esq.,  Edith  Murray  Dow,  J. 
Oberlin  Lough,  Esq.,  C.  0.  Pelton,  Esq.,  Rev.  John  Kenner  and  Rev. 
Charles  Deacon,  Ph.B.,  acted  as  presiding  examiners.  The  Associa- 
tion is  indebted  to  them  for  this  labor  of  love  so  efficiently  performed. 

We  hope  and  trust  that  a  much  larger  number  of  our  people  may, 
in  the  coming  years,  take  a  deeper  and  more  active  i'lterest  in  this 
work,  which  we  believe  to  be  the  keystone  of  the  arch  of  successful 
Sunday  School  work. 

All  of  which  is  respectively  submitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trebilcock,  duly  seconded,  the  report  was  received 
and  adopted. 
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Primary  Lesson. 

Miss  Harlow — In  the  Primary  Union  anything  that  pertains  to 
the  interest  of  a  child  is  talked  over  ;  any  new  songs  that  are  specially 
beautiful  are  taught  and  sung  by  the  teachers  and  carried  out ;  or  any 
new  appliances  or  any  new  things  of  helpfulness  are  talked  over  in  the 
Union. 

But  my  subject  this  afternoon  is  how  to  teach  a  lesson  in  the  Primary 
Union.  We  have  the  lessons  taught  in  three  grades.  A  Kindergar- 
ten teacher  teaches  the  lessons  as  she  would  teach  it  to  a  class  of  little 
children  under  five  years  of  age.  The  primary  teacher  says,  how 
should  we  teach  the  lesson  to  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
six  and  eight  and  nine?  and  as  you  have  called  me  here  as  a  primary 
teacher,  I  will  this  afternoon  try  to  teach  tlie  lesson  as  we  would  to  a 
primary  class  ;  and  if  you  will  kindly  answer  the  questions,  as  nearly 
as  you  can,  as  if  you  were  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
nin  i,  we  will  get  along.  I  understand  we  cannot  do  this  in  reality  ; 
we  can't  answer  as  a  child  of  that  age  would.  The  fact  that  we  know 
the  lesson  that  is  to  be  taught  really  liampers  us  from  knowing  how  a 
child  would  think  about  it.  But  you  will  find,  if  you  will  answer, 
you  will,  in  a  measure  be  guided  as  to  how  the  child  will  think. 

We  will  take  the  lesson  which  all  of  you,  who  are  teaching  the  In- 
ternational Lessons,  will  teach  next  Sunday  to  your  boys  and  girls. 

(Miss  Harlow,  from  this  out,  uses  a  blackboard,  drawing  thereon  a 
picture  of  a  mother  hen  in  white  chalk,  and  her  chickens  in  yellow  ; 
«,lso  a  picture  af  the  Father's  house  is  fastened  to  the  board.) 

I  want  this  afternoon  to  make  you  a  picture  of  somebody,  and  I 
think  it  is  a  friend  of  yours  and  a  friend  of  mine.  I  think  perhaps 
you  will  know  very  well.  I  am  very  sure  when  you  look  you  would 
know  this  is  a  picture  of  a  mother,  when  you  see  how  very  motherly 
the  whole  thing  is.  You  would  certainly  know  that  is  the  picture  of 
a  mother,  and  I  want  to  talk  to  you  about  that  n»other  this  afternoon. 
Right  down  here  is  one  of  her  little  babies.  Perhaps  I  will  put  that 
in  yellow  chalk.  See  it  getting  under  the  mother's  wing.  Do  you 
think  that  mother  is  worried  about  that  baby  1  (Voices  :  No).  Why 
isn't  she  worried  1  (Voices  :  It  is  under  her  wing).  T  have  another  ; 
I  will  put  it  right  down  here,  because  she  knows  that  child  is — 
(Voices  :  Safe).  She  knows  something  besides  that ;  she  knows  that 
the  child  is —  (Voices  :  Happy).  Let  me  see  about  another  one.  Is 
mother  worried  about  that  one?  No  she  is  not.  She  knows  this 
chick  is  what  1  (Voices  :  Safe  and  happy).  Another,  if  you  please. 
Look  away  over  here  at  this  one.  Do  you  think  mother  worries  about 
that  one?  (Voices  :  Yes).  What  do  you  call  that  kind  of  a  house 
to  put  mother  hen  in  ?  (Voices  :  A  coop).  If  mother  hen  was  in  the 
coop  and  she  saw  that  little  chick  running  over  tlure,  do  you  think 
she  would  be  happy  ?  (Voices  :  No).  What  do  you  think  she  would 
do  ?  (I  asked  that  question  in  the  Sunday  School  once  and  a  boy 
answered  she  would  scold.) 
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Why  would  she  have  to  scold  ;  because  it  is  doing  what  1  (Voicos  : 
Wrong).  How  does  she  feel  towards  it  1  (Voices  :  Loves  it  so). 
That  is  why  she  has  to  scold.  (If  scholars  use  a  word  like  "scold  "  1 
would  take  it  up).  She  has  to  scold  because  she  loves  that  little 
chicken  and  she  wants  it  to  come  back  where  it  is —  (Voices  :  Safe). 
And  where  it  will  be —  (Voices  :  Happy).  He  is  going  away  into 
danger  and  trouble,  but  she  wants  him  to  come  back  because  she — 
(Voices  :  Loves  him  so). 

Does  your  mother  love  you  when  you,  like  that  little  chick,  are 
naughty  and  go  away  from  her  ;  does  she  ?  (Answer  :  Yes.)  Does 
Jesus  love  you  when,  like  that  little  chickey,  you  have  your  own  way 
and  run  away  and  do  naughty  things?  And  this  time  there  is  a 
division:  ("  Yes,"  "  No  ")  Back  again  I  went  to  the  world.  Does 
this  mother  hen  love  that  little  chick  when  it  is  naughty  ?  Every  time 
they  would  hold  to  that,  the  mother  hen  loved  that  chickey.  I  said. 
But  doesn't  Jesus  love  you  when  you  are  naughty  1  It  took  three 
times  going  over  it  to  fix  that.  Do  you  know  why?  I  don't  know 
what  you  mothers  say  this  side  of  the  border,  but  I  have  heard  it 
scores  of  times  on  our  side :  "  Mother  doesn't  love  you  if  you  are 
naughty,"  and  "  Jesus  won't  love  you  if  you  are  naughty,"  We,  as 
teachers,  will  have  to  go  over  and  over  it  again  :  "  Does  Jesus  love  you 
when,  like  the  chickey,  you  are  naughty  ?  "  Yes,  he  does  ;  but,  oh  ! 
he  is  like  the  mother  hen  ;  he  is  so  grieved  to  think  that  you  want  to 
•„o  away  and  do  naughty  things,  and  he  knows  you  are  going  into — 
(Voices  :  Danger). 

If  that  little  chick  is  a  wise  little  chick  it  will  turn  away.  (Voices  : 
From  danger  and  trouble).  The  chick  will  say  ?  (Voices  :  I  will 
go  back).  I  won't  stay  here,  I  will  just  go  back.  (Voices .  to 
my  mother).  How  do  you  suppose  mother  hen  feels  when  the 
little  chick  comes  back  1  (Voices  :  Glad).  How  does  your  mother 
feel  when  you  have  been  naughty  and  you  go  back  and  say,  "  Mother, 
I  am  sorry  I  was  naughty  1 "  (Voices  :  Glad).  She  was  so  grieved 
and  so  sorry  when  she  saw  you  going  away  and  doing  naughty  things. 

How  does  Jesus  feel  when  boys  and  girls  have  been,  like  the 
chickey,  choosing  their  own  way  and  running  off  from  the  right  thing, 
turn  back  to  him  :  (Voice.^ :  There  is  joy  in  the  presence  of  the 
angels  of  God  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth).  Who  told  that  story 
about  the  shepherd,  we  had  last  Sunday,  going  out  to  find  the  lamb 
that  was  naughty  and  wanted  to  have  its  own  way  ?  (Voices  :  Jesus). 
He  told  another  story  for  our  lesson  to-day,  and  I  want  you  to  know 
the  story.  He  said  :  Once  there  was  a  father  and  he  had  so  many 
sons.  How  many  is  that  ?  (Voices  :  Two).  What  son  would  you 
call  this  one?  (Voices:  Younger).  Let  me  put  a  house  up  there 
that  shall  stand  for  the  Father's  House.  That  Father  had  plenty  of 
everything.  That  is  father's  house.  Who  lived  in  this  house  ? 
(Voices :  The  father).  And  he  had  plenty  of  everything.  Which 
son  do  you  call  this  1     (Voices  :    The  younger  son).     He  said  to  his- 
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father :  I  wish  you  would  give  me  some  money  so  that  I  can 
away  and  do  what  that  chicken  is  doing.  He  didn't  like  to  stay 
home  and  have  his  father  say,  don't  do  that,  that  is  wrong.  The  son 
didn't  want  to  hear  his  father  say  that.  He  wanted  to  do  just  as 
he  had — (Voices:  A  mind  to).  He  started  from  his  father's 
house.  He  gave  him  the  money.  When  he  was  with  with  his  father 
he  was —  (Voices  :  Safe).  And  he  was —  (Voices  :  Happy).  And  he 
had  plenty  of  everything  but  he  wanted  to  have  his  own —  (Voices  : 
Way).  And  ha  started  out  on  his  journey  ;  he  didn't  want  to  hear 
his  father's  voice.  We  put  this  picture  up  here  to  mark  the  land 
away  off,  ever  so  far.     It  says  he  went  off  into  a  far  country.     Away 


!  father's —  (Voices 
Did   his  father  love 
Did  the  father  love 

off'?     (Voices  :  Yes). 


out  the  gates  of  the  city,  ever  so  far  f.  am   .' 
House).     Where  he  wouldn't  hear  his  father, 
him  when  he  was  going  away  1     (Voices:  Yes) 
him   when,  like    the  chicken,    he  was    running 

I  think  if  you  had  gone  into  father's  house  you  would  have 
seen  father  like  that  (Picture  of  father  praying).  I  know 
what  he  was  praying,  don't  you  1  He  was  praying  that  his 
son  might — (Voices :  Come  home  again).  Did  the  father  love 
the  boy  doing  the  wrong  thing  ?  (Voices  :  Yes).  Did  the  mother 
hen  love  the  chickens  that  were  doing  the  wrong  thing  '  (Voices  : 
Yes).  That  son  that  got  so  far  away,  what  do  you  suppose 
he  would  get  into  ?  (Voices  :  Danger).  And  into —  (Voices  :  Bad 
company).  Do  you  suppose  when  the  money  was  all  gone  the  bad 
company  would  stay  by  him  1  (Voices  :  No).  The  young  man  didn't 
have  food  and  he  was  very — (Voices :  Hungry).  Away  out  in  that 
far  country  he  couldn't  find  any  work  to  do  except  to  feed — does  any- 
body know  what  1  (Voices  :  Pigs).  Oh,  it  was  dreadful  work  for 
him.  Just  think  !  In  his  father's  house  they  had  servants,  plenty 
of  money,  and  the  young  man  wouldn't  have  to  do  such  work  as  that. 
But  he  is  now  away  and  what  in —  (Voices  :  Fjir  country).  He  was 
so  hungry  he  began  to  eat  the  very  stuff  the  pigs  ate.  Then  he  began 
to  do  just  exactly  what  you  do  when  mother  sends  you  into  a 
room.  He  began  to  think.  That  is  what  the  young  man  did  away 
off  in— (Voices :  The  far  country).  He  began  to  do  whatl 
(Voices  :  Think).  He  began  to  think  about  his — (Voices  :  Father). 
And  about  his  father's—  (Voices :  House).  And  he  said,  why 
my  father  has  a  great  many  servants  that  have  all  they  want 
to  eat,  and. here  I  am  so  very  what?  (Voices:  Hungry).  I  tell 
what  I  will  do — (Voices :  I  will  arise).  What  is  the  word  ? 
(Voices:  Arise).  He  got  up  and  did  what  the  chick  did;  he  went 
back —  (Voices  :  To  his  mother).  I  will  arise  ;  I  will  go  back  to  ray — 
(Voices  :  Father).  I  will  go  back  to  my  father  and  I  will  say  I  have 
— what  is  that  word  1  (Voices  :  Sinned).  I  have  sinned  against — 
(Voices  :  God).  I  have  sinned  against  God  and  I  have  sinned  against 
my  father,  I  will  go  and  tell  him  so.  I  wish  you  would  make  me 
like  one  of  your  hired  servants.  And  then  the  young  man  started 
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back.  When  he  started  out  he  had  good  clothes,  because  his  father 
had  plenty  for  all,  and  happy  with  his  father,  but  when  he  came  back 
I  think  he  looked  ragged.  He  came  back  with  all  haste.  He  hurried 
to  meet  h'-t  father.  The  son  meant  to  say  a  great  deal  which  he 
didn't  say,  but  he  said,  Father  I  have,  what  1  (Voices :  Sinned) 
against — (Voices  :  God)  and  against — (Voices  :  Thee)  and  I  am  not 
worthy  to  be  thy —  (Voices  :  Son).  He  didn't  have  time  to  say,  make 
me  one  of  thy  servants,  for  the  father  put  his  arms  around  his — 
(Voices  :  Neck).  What  else  do  you  tiUppose  he  did?  Just  what  your 
father  would  do  to  you,  he  kissed  him.  And  his  father  took  oft'  the 
ragged  clothes  and  what  do  you  suppose  he  put  on  liim  1  A  poor 
dress  1  (Voices  :  No,  the  best  one).  The  very  best  they  had  in  the  house. 
His  father  put  something  on  his  linger ?  (Voices:  A  ring)  and  some- 
thing on  his  feet.  What  was  it  1  (Voices  :  Shoes).  And  then  they 
killed —  (Voices  :  The  fatted  calf),  they  were  so  glad,  and  the  father 
was  so  glad  that  the  son  had  done  what?  (Voices:  Come  back).  Do 
you  suppose  God  loves  us  so  much  as  that  1  (Voices  :  Yes).  That  is 
Jesus'  picture,  just  to  show  us  how  much  God  loves  you  and — (Voices  : 
Me).  I  am  afi'aid  we  have  gone  away,  aren't  you  1  I  am  afraid  we 
have  done  a  great  many  things  that  grieved  our  Father  in  heaven, 
but  I  don't  want  him  to  stay  grieved,  do  you?  (Voices  :  No).  No, 
indeed  I  don't.  I  want  to  do  what  the  son  said.  He  said,  I  will — 
(Voices  :  Arise).  I  will  go  back  to  my  father  and  I  will  tell  him  I  am 
sorry  that  I  have —  (Voices  :  Sinned).  I  will  ask  him  to  forgive  me. 
Would  you  like  to  have  God  forgive  you  because  you  disobeyed  him  ? 
(Voices :  Yes).  Will  you  fold  your  hands  while  we  ask  Him  ? 
Will  you  follow  me  ?  Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven.  Like  the 
son  we  have  disobeyed  Thee,  in  disobeying  our  father  or  mother,  and 
sometimes  we  have  not  been  kind  to  brother  and  sister.  We  have  not 
always  said  what  was  true  ;  we  have  not  always  tried  to  please  Thee. 
Wii't  Thou  forgive  us  and  help  us  to  turn  away  from  all  that  is 
wrong,  and  seek  from  this  time  out  to  please  Thee.  We  ask  it  in 
Christ's  name.    Amen. 

A  Delegate — I  noticed  you  did  not  use  the  Bible  in  teaching  the 
lesson  ? 

Miss  Harlow — I  was  teaching  children  under  nine,  not  old  enough 
to  read.  I  say  over  and  over  again  when  a  child  comes  to  nine — it 
may  be  eight — then  it  is  time  for  him  to  begin  to  read. 

A  Delegate — Would  you  expect  the  parents  to  teach  this  lesson 
through  the  week  previous  ? 

Miss  Harlow — If  I  did  I  should  get  myself  into  trouble.  Perhaps  to 
you  who  are  not  Prin»ary  teachers  some  of  this  may  almost  seem  silly. 
We  hope  not,  but  simple,  so  simple  that  you  wonder  why  we  take  such 
simple  things  ;  well,  because  we  have  simple  minds  that  have  not  gone 
beyond  that. 

A  Delegate — Do  you  give  the  children  small  picture  cards. 
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Miss  Haulow — No,  I  use  a  picture  paper  instead  of  tlie  picture 
card,  because  there  is  more  in  the  paper  than  in  the  card.  That  is  not 
because  I  am  opposed  to  the  card,  but  we  only  have  so  much  money. 

A  Dkleoate — In  reference  to  the  teaching  of  that  lesson,  what 
would  you  do  in  case  you  were  alone  with  five  or  six  hundred  children 
in  the  satne  room  ? 

Miss  Harlow — It  is  not  best,  but  I  think  you  can  teach  a  lesson 
to  a  room-full  of  500  children.     Do  you  mean  all  primary  children] 

The  Delegate — No. 

Miss  Harlow — You  will  find  a  slate  downstairs,  and  I  think  a 
Primary  teacher  could  use  that  with  a  class  about  her,  almost  as  well 
as  you  used  the  big  board. 

A  Deleoate — Do  you  have  a  Primary  class  memorize  the  Golden 
Text,  or  any  portion  of  it  1 

Miss  Harlow — Indeed,  we  do. 

The  Delegate— What  if  the  home  contradicts  the  teacher  1 

Miss  Harlow — I  should  be  very  sorry. 

A  Delegate — Wouldn't  you  prefer  that  the  home  should  go  over 
the  lesson  with  the  child  first  1 

Miss  Harlow — No.  I  am  talking  about  the  little  children.  I 
would  rather  the  mother  would  talk  over  the  lesson  that  we  had  first 
talked  over  in  the  Sunday  School.  Instead  of  going  a  week  ahead  of 
the  children,  I  would  rather  the  home  would  come  a  week  behind. 

Mr.  Steyn — Why  1 

Miss  Harlow — I  would  like  to  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  my 
teaching  first.  So  many  children  are  able  to  explain  to  fathers  and 
mothers  what  they  had  not  thought  of. 

Miss  Harlow's  teaching  of  the  lesson  was  greeted  with  applause. 

Mr.  Gibson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wm.  Orr,  subraittted  a  resolution  re 
the  drilling  of  the  soldiers  on  the  Lord's  Day.  A  copy  to  be  sent  to 
the  Minister  of  Militia  and  to  Lieut. -Col.  Peters  : 

"  This  Provincial  Sunday  School  Association  has  read  with  deep 
regret  the  proposal  of  Colonel  Peters  to  drill  our  soldiers  on  the  Lord's 
Day,  and  desires  hereby  to  record  its  unqualified  dissent  from  said 
proposal,  believing  that  it  does  violence  to  the  Christian  sentiment  of 
this  Province.  We  desire,  moreover,  to  express  regret  that  an  official 
of  the  State  should  make  a  proposal  that  would  strike  a  fatal  blow  at 
one  of  the  bulwarks  of  our  country's  strength  and  greatness,  believing 
as  we  do  that  it  is  *  righteousness  that  exalteth  a  nation.'  We  direct, 
further,  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of 
Militia  and  to  Colonel  Peters." 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke,  seconded  by  Mr.  GinsoN,  Dr.  Potts' 
motion  to  hold  two  Conventions  in  the  same  year  in  Ontario,  was 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  he  considered  at  its  half-yearly 
meeting,  and  to  report  at  the  next  annual  Convention  as  to  their  idea 
as  to  the  division  on  geographical  lines. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

Your  Committee  organized  with  Rev.  Dr.  Benson  Chairman,  and 
R.  W.  Clarke  Secretary. 

The  resolutions  referred  to  us  were  carefully  considered,  and  we  beg 
leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

1.  This  Convention  desires  to  record  its  conviction  that  the  cause 
of  Sabbath  Observance  deserves  and  needs  the  earnest  attention  of 
all  who  desire  the  highest  well-being  of  mankind,  and  that  in  these 
days  of  drift  and  going  with  the  tide  of  so-called  commercial  necessity, 
and  the  even  more  manifold  form  of  Sabbath  desecration,  the  Sunday 
School  should  stand  tirmly  on  the  frontline,  and  preserve  an  unflinch- 
ing and  uncompromising  attitude  upon  this  vastly  important  question. 

The  aims  and  work  of  the  Lord's  Day  Alliance  of  Ontario  are 
heartily  commended  to  all  the  officers,  teachers  and  scholars  of  our 
schools,  and  they  are  urgently  advised  to  become  members  thereof, 
and  so  strengthen  the  influence  and  eflectiveness  of  the  work. 

2.  The  cordial  thanks  of  the  Convention  are  due  and  are  hereby  given: 

(1)  To  the  pastor  and  trustees  of  Wall  Street  Methodist  Church, 
who  so  kindly  placed  their  commodious  and  finely  equipped  edifice  at 
our  disposal. 

(2)  To  the  local  committee  for  complete  arrangements,  which  have 
contributed  so  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  delegates. 

(3)  To  the  hosts  and  hostesses  of  the  town  of  Brockville,  for  their 
generous  hospitality,  and  we  request  the  pastors  of  the  town  to 
convey  the  same  to  their  congregations,  from  their  pulpits,  next 
Sunday. 

(4)  To  the  pastor  and  managers  of  the  Baptist  Church,  who  so 
kindly  placed  their  church  at  the  disposal  of  the  Convention,  for  the 
holding  of  the  Home  Departmen*;  Conference. 

(5)  To  the  press  of  Brockville,  for  their  excellent  and  full  reports  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Convention. 

(6)  To  the  retiring  President,  for  his  unceasing  attention  to  the 
business  of  the  Association  during  the  yoar,  and  at  the  sessions  of 
the  Convention. 

(7)  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  other 
officers  of  the  Association,  for  their  tireless  and  faithful  services 
during  the  year,  and  to  the  members  of  the  several  committees  for 
diligent  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  Association. 
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(8)  To  Mr.  F.  H.  Fulford  and  others,  who  assisted  in  the  service  of 
song,  for  their  most  efficient  help. 

(9)  To  the  Miasionarias,  who  so  kindly  spent  their  vacation  visiting 
in  the  Muskoka  District,  and  extending  the  influence  of  the  Associa- 
tion there. 

(10)  Your  Committee  recommends  that  the  Evangelical  Alliance 
be  requested  to  include  "  the  Sunday  Schools  of  the  Country  "  in  the 
topics  for  the  annual   Week  of  Praiier. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Manly  Benson,  Chairman. 
R.  W.  Clarke,  Secretary. 

The  Session  was  closed  by  the  singing  of  the  Doxology. 


THURSDAY  EVENING. 


Devotional  exercises,  conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Laird. 

The  President — The  first  on  the  programme  for  the  evening  is  not 
on  your  printed  list.  There  will  be  a  session  of  twenty-five  minutes 
devoted  to  answering  questions  already  handed  to  Professor  Hamill. 

QUESTION  DRAWER. 
Conducted  by  Professor  Hamill. 

Q.  What  measure  of  hope  for  better  Sabbath  observance  rests  i;pon 
the  Sunday  School  1 

A.  All  hope.  If  Sabbath  keeping  is  to  be  formed  as  a  habit  it 
must  be  in  childhood,  and  the  Sunday  School  is  eminently  the  place 
to  come  to  form  the  habit.  Without  the  home's  co-operation  it  is  the 
only  place,  and  the  most  hopeful  place. 

Q.  Is  it  not  possible  to  have  a  quarterly  missionary  lesson  in  the 
International  series  1 

A.  The  International  Lesson  Committee  has  frequently  given  us 
quarterly  missionary  lessons.  They  rather  incline  to  the  view  that 
as  often  as  it  can  be  done,  a  missionary  lesson  should  be  given. 
Sometimes  a  quarterly  missionary  lesson  cannot  be  put  into  the  scheme 
without  a  tendency  towards  disrupture. 

Q.  By  what  means  may  individuals  fit  themselves  to  become 
Sabbath  School  teachers  1 

A.  By  books,  and  by  general  study  first.  That  is  to  say,  get  the 
telescopic  view  of  the  Bible  by  the  old-fashioned  method  of  reading  it 
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through,  and  then  by  taking  it  topically,  historically,  biographically, 
doctrinally.  Besides  this,  helps  such  as  Dunning's  Bible  Studies, 
ought  to  1  used.  Then  follow  this  up  with  a  study  of  the  Bible, 
book  by  1  i»k,  and  try  to  master,  if  only  in  an  elementary  way,  the 
books  one  by  one. 

Q.  What  would  you  advise  to  revive  interest  in  a  Sabbath  School, 
which,  in  a  couple  of  years,  has  lost  fully  one-half  of  its  attendance  ? 

A.  I  take  this  question  to  mean,  on  its  fane,  that  this  Sunday  School 
has  been  declining  for  some  cause  other  than  a  change  in  the  con- 
stituency of  the  Sunday  School-  If  that  is  true,  the  first  thing  to  do 
is  to  tind  out  if  you  can,  the  causes;  ic  may  be  bad  management. 
If  so,  get  a  new  superintendent.  It  may  be  poor  teaching.  Improve 
ihe  teaching.  It  may  be  that  this  scnool  has  gone  back  simply 
because  it  adheres  to  a  monotonous  way  of  doing  things  witliout  any 
desire  or  etibrt  to  grow. 

Q.  How  can  we  keep  the  larger  boys  in  the  Sunday  School  1 

A.  That  is  a  hard  question,  but  one  very  common  answer  to  it,  h 
to  get  their  fathers  and  mothers  more  interested  in  the  Sunday 
School.  One  speaker  said  last  night,  and  well  said,  have  more 
reasonable  and  proper  parental  authority,  and  let  the  father  and 
mother  continue  to  govern  the  home  rather  than  be  governed  by 
it.  Another  ansv/er  is  to  be  very  careful  in  the  sele'^tion  of  the 
teacher  for  the  larger  boys.  Still,  another  is,  don't  put  them  with 
young  men  ;  they  are  at  such  a  disadvantage,  and  are  so  held  in 
disesteem  by  the  young  men  that  it  is  an  unpleasant  association  to 
them.     Prt  the  big  boys  by  themselves. 

Q.  If  a  Sunday  School  sends  a  delegate  to  a  convention  should  it 
pay  the  expenses  1 

A.  There  is  no  law  upon  the  matter,  written  or  unwrittea.  There 
is  a  custom  more  and  more  obtaining  that  a  school,  when  it  sends 
a  delegate,  shall  paj-,  if  not  all,  a  part  of  the  expenses.  There  is 
fairness  in  that  proposition.  A  County  Association  may  be  able  to 
afford  the  same  thing.  But  I  am  sure  the  school,  when  it  sends  a 
delegate  to  a  convention,  ought  to  use  him  freely  upon  his  return. 

Q.  When  organizing   for    a    house-to-house 
would  you  ask  the  pastors  to  be  present  1 

A.  I  would,  pastors  and  superintendents ;  I  should  ask  even  the 
Roman  Catholics  to  come.  They  are  not  likely  always  to  come,  be- 
cause being  under  certain  restrictions,  and  I  respect  restrictions.  In 
Philadelphia,  the  Catholics  co-operated  in  a  measure.  In  Memphis, 
they  sent  their  visitors  and  helped  to  visit  the  homes,  and  the  Catho- 
lic priests  thanked  the  originator  cf  the  scheme  of  house-to-house 
visitation,  who  was  a  Protestant. 
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Q.  Is  it  wise  to  appoint  an  unconverted  person  as  a  Sunday  School 
teacher  1 

A.  I  rather  think  not — generally,  No— exceptionally,  Yes.  Rather 
than  have  children  en  the  streets  I  would  have  somebody  who  was  a 
good,  moral,  clean  person,  if  not  a  Christian,  come  and  read  the  Bible 
to  them.  You  must  take  into  account  this  fact,  that  God  says  His 
Word  shall  not  return  unto  Him  void.  He  can  use  that  Bible,  and 
the  reading  of  it  to  His  glory,  and  to  the  good  of  the  person. 

Q.  Would  you  respect  the  scruples  of  those  in  our  Sabbath  Schools 
who  object  to  signing  the  pledge  1 

A.  You  mean  the  temperance  pledge  ?  I  would  respect  those  who 
object  to  pledge-signing  at  all,  and  there  are  a  good  many  of  them. 

Q.  What  is  the  best  method  of  conducting  a  Bible-class  ? 

A.  The  colloquial  method.  Don't  bother  them  with  questions. 
If  they  want  to  ask  you  questions,  be  well  prepared  and  answer  those 
questions.     Let  them  discuss  freely.     Don't  let  them  ride  hobbies. 

Q.  To  what  extent  should  preparation  of  the  school  precede  "  De- 
cision Day  1 " 

A.  That  was  well  answered  last  night  in  the  address  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Hincks.  I  couldn't  assume  at  all  to  answer  it  so  well.  The 
emphasis  was  put  upon  the  home  ;  and,  secondly,  it  was  put  upon 
a  protracted  effort,  a  persistent  effort  upon  the  part  of  the  teachers 
and  superintendents. 

Q.'  How  would  yon  deal  with  an  incompetent  teacher  who  is 
desirous  of  retaining  the  class? 

A.  Well,  he  is  not  wholly  incompetent  if  he  is  anxious  to  retain  the 
class.  I  should  be  very  patient  with  a  teacher  who  was  really  anxious 
to  retain  a  class,  if  I  thought  it  was  a  genuine  desire,  and  not  based 
upon  considerations  that  were  out  of  order.  I  would  try  to  get  him 
to  do  some  normal  study,  and  also  come  to  the  teachers'  meeting. 

Q.  Is  it  advisable  to  hold  t3achers'  meetings  separately,  or  in  con- 
junction with  schools  of  other  denominations " 

A.  Separately  if  you  have  enough  teachers ;  if  you  cannot  get 
enough  teachers  in  your  own  schools,  it  would  be  very  well  to  have  it 
in  common  »vith  other  schools,  if  there  are  teachers  there  who  will 
attend. 

Q.  Whence  does  the  money  for  the  support  of  the  Provincial  Sab- 
bath School  Association  come,  and  what  is  done  with  it '? 

A.  Taking  the  latter  pare  of  the  question  first.  It  is  expended  in 
employing  your  General  Secretary,  Mr.  Jackson,  your  Associate 
Secretary,  Mr.  Yellowlees  ;  in  carrying  forward  the  expenses  of  the 
office  in  Toronto,  such  as  postage,  rent,  printing,  etc.,  etc.  The 
members  of  the  Executive  Committees  are  wholly  unpaid  for  their 
services,  and  even  pay  thei:  own  travelling  expenses  when  they  attend 
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meetings.  Besides  a  /Jtreat  deal  of  literature  is  scattered  broadcast, 
helping  the  Sunday  Schools.  That  is  what  is  done  with  it  in  short. 
And,  whence  comes  iti  From  the  Sunday  School  mainly.  Some 
Sunday  Schoois  1  doubt  not  give  i^lO,  815  or  $25,  and  can  easily  do 
it ;  other  offerings  come  up  from  the  Sunday  Schools  by  way  of  the 
County  Pledges  ;  not  a  little  of  it  comes  from  Christians,  who  believe 
the  Sunday  School  Association  is  doing  a  great  work  for  the  Province 
of  Ontario.     See  the  Treasurer's  report. 

Q.  How  would  one  proceed  to  organize  a  township  where  there  is 
no  County  Association  ? 

A.  If  there  is  no  County  organization  get  the  Superintendents  of 
the  Township  together,  and  lay  before  them  the  necessity  of  organiza- 
tion. Then  proceed  to  elect  the  necessary  officers  for  conducting 
your  business  from  year  to  year.  0 

Q.  What  is  the  best  way  to  organize  a  Normal  Class  % 
A.  Much  the  same  answer  as  the  other.  Buy  the  Normal  Course 
of  the  Ontario  Sabbath  School  Association  ;  take  it  home  with  you 
and  show  it  to  others  ;  tell  them  what  you  want  to  do ;  try  to  get 
them  to  join  you  in  studying ;  you  might  also  write  to  the  Associa- 
tion's officers  in  Toronto,  and  they  will  send  you  some  literature 
explanatory  of  the  Normal  Course. 

Q.  Would  you  advise  holding  the  teachers'  meeting  for  twenty 
minutes  before  the  main  school  opens  ? 

A.  I  wouldn't.  I  think  it  is  the  poorest  time  in  the  week  to  hold 
a  teachers'  meeting.  The  teachers  are  needed  in  the  schools  to  meet 
the  scholars  ;  to  help  in  keeping  order ;  and  to  see  that  everything  is 
in  place  at  the  beginning.  You  might  have  it  for  twenty  minutes 
after  the  closing  of  the  school. 

Q.  What  is  the  grentest  need  of  the  Provincial  Association  at 
present  ? 

A.  Hard  to  say.  Money !  They  need  help  to  pay  their  little 
debt.  It  is  not  thei.-  fault  they  are  a  little  in  debt.  Through  the 
draughts  made  by  your  Twentieth  Century,  India  F'amine  and  Patri- 
otic Funds,  they  have  done  wonderfully  well,  I  think,  to  be  so  near 
out  of  debt.  I  think  the  chief  need  is  that  you  give  them  plenty  of 
money  to  do  the  work,  and  they  will  take  care  of  the  rest. 

Q.   How  many  pupils  ought  to  compose  a  class  % 

A.   Small  classes  are  infinitely  better  than  large  ones. 

Q.   Of  what  length  ought  the  school  session  to  be  ? 

A.  Not  longer  than  an  hour  and  a  quarter.  If  the  preaching 
service  is  held  in  conjunction  with  it,  you  had  better  cut  it  to  an  hour. 

Q.  Is  it  a  good  thing  to  have  Sabbath  School  Unions  in  large 
towns  and  cities'?     How  do  they  benefit  the  individual  schools? 

A.  By  all  means.  A  permanFiit  Union  is  a  great  blessing  to  any 
town  or  city.     Where  the  superintendents  and  teachers  touch  elbows 
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they  c  in  have  a  pleasant  time  together  ;  they  can  bring  forward  any 
lAew  improvements  in  the  Sunday  School,  such  as  Home  Department 
and  Cradle  Roll ;  talk  it  over,  adopt  it  and  put  it  into  operation  in 
their  schools.  They  can  very  much  stimulate  their  own  Sunday 
School  work,  because  they  themselves  will  be  stimulated  by  coming 
together. 

Q.  What  is  the  age  limit  for  persons  joining  the  Normal  Class  1 
A.  My  answer  to  i,hat  is  this.  Father  Bigsbee,  a  Congregational 
minister,  eighty-six  years  old,  in  Rockford,  Illinois,  took  the  Normal 
Course.  He  was  done  pi  caching,  but  he  expected  to  be  a  student 
for  a  good  many  centuries  in  heaven,  and  thought  he  might  as  well 
go  on  studying  here. 

Q.  How  would  you  question  a  class  containing  some  very  bright 
and  some  very  dull  pupils  ] 

A.  Pick  out  the  hardest  questions  you  can  for  the  forward  ones, 
some  that  will  slow  them  up  a  little ;  and  pick  out  some  easy  ques- 
tions for  the  very  dull  ones,  some  that  will  stimulate  them  a  little; 
and  you  will  get  a  pretty  good  average  team.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  BissETTE  sang  a  solo  entitled  "  The  Shining  Light,"  which  was 
greeted  with  applause. 

The  Presdent — After  the  explanation  given  to  you  to  that  ques- 
tion, which  was  sent  up  to  Prof.  Hamill  with  regard  to  finances,  I 
simply  need  to  say  to  you  that  we  do  need  all  the  assistance  that  can 
be  given  to  us  spontaneously  from  a  Christian  heart.  We  would 
rather  not  have  any  money  grudgingly,  but  as  God  moves  your  heart. 

Mr.  Bissette  sang  *'  Shining  Lights." 

During  the  taking  of  the  collection,  the  choir  sang  the  anthem 
*'  Praise  the  Lord." 

Mr.  Jackson — Allow  me  at  this  juncture,  Mr.  President,  to  intro- 
duce to  you  and  to  the  Convention,  the  President-elect,  Rev.  J.  J. 
Redditt,  of  Uxbridge.     (Applause.) 

President  Harbison — Associates  in  the  Work — My  year  has  been  a 
blessed  and  a  felicitous  one  ;  my  presiding  here  has  been  all  that 
human  heart  could  ask  for  ;  there  has  not  been  a  jar  nor  a  difficulty  ; 
it  has  been  pleasing  and  agreeable.  My  recollection  of  presiding  in 
your  beautiful  town  of  Brockville  will  last  as  long,  I  think,  as  memory 
lasts.  It  is  now  my  pleasure  to  resign  the  insignia  of  office  to  the 
successor,  who  has  been  elected  in  the  person  of  my  friend,  the  Rev. 
J.  J.  Redditt.  I  do  not  tay  I  do  it  with  regret,  because  I  find  so 
often  those  who  find  themselves  in  the  possession  of  oftice,  especially 
chief  office,  cling  to  it  with  great  tenacity.  There  is  no  one  whom  I 
personally  know  in  connection  with  our  Executive,  that  I  would  rather 
install,  into  the  office  I  have  had,  than  the  Rev.  J,  J.  Redditt,  of 
Uxbridge.  He  is  a  gentleman  ;  he  is  a  Christian  gentleman  ;  he  is  a 
good  scholar  j  he  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  of  our  work  in  con- 
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nection  with  organized  work,  and  has  already  established  himself  as  a 
Knight  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  for  the  Master,  Christ  Jesus,  in  our 
Province,  Hence,  Mr.  Redditt,  it  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  in- 
deed, to  give  to  you  the  badge  which  I  have  worn,  trusting  that  you 
will  find  the  same  pleasure  in  wearing  it  that  I  have  had.  (Applause.) 

The  choir  sang,  "  Blest  be  the  tie  that  Binds." 

The  President  (continuing) — I  hope  they  will  assist  you  as  you 
have  me,  and  I  will  now  go  to  the  Sunday  School  senate  of  ex- 
Presidents.  Let  me  tell  you  a  little  incident  that  transpired  down 
South.  An  ex-President  was  going  down  to  visit  a  member  in  the 
South,  and  on  the  train  that  went  northward  there  was  a  porter  who 
was  known  for  his  urbanity  to  strangers  and  was  a  great  favorite,  so 
a  friend  tljought  he  would  introduce  the  ex-President  to  the  porter, 
and  he  said  to  him,  "  Mr.  porter,  this  is  ex-President  so  and  so,  and 
this  is  ex-congressman  so  and, so,  and  this  is  ex-senator  so  and  so,  and 
this  is  ex-honoral)le  so  and  so,"  and  the  porter  turning  to  the  gentle- 
men, said,  "  I  am  very  happy  to  meet  all  you  extinguished  gentle- 
men."    (Applause.) 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Redditt — There  is  no  place  on  the  programme  for 
the  using  up  of  the  minutes  that  are  so  happily  allotted  to  others.  I 
have  just  this  to  say,  the  position  in  which  this  Convention  has  placed 
me,  I  accept  in  the  name  of  the  Master,  whose  we  are  and  whom  we 
serve.  It  came  to  me  with  the  greatest  surprise  ;  if  it  had  been  pos- 
sible to  have  avoided  or  evaded,  I  would  have  done  so.  It  has  been 
my  privilege  for  twenty-three  years  to  attend  nearly  all  the  Provincial 
Conventions  that  have  been  held  ;  it  has  been  ray  privilege  during  a 
pastorate  of  nearly  twenty-five  years,  with  the  exception  of  three,  to 
spend  the  greater  portion  of  the  time  in  the  Sunday  School.  I  have 
looked  upon  the  Sunday  School  as  the  Klondyke  of  the  Church.  I 
determined  some  years  ago  that  I  could  not  possibly  attain  to  any 
great  proficiency  in  all  departments  of  the  church,  and  I  tried  to  know 
something  about  them,  but  I  would  seek  to  do  my  best  for  that  which 
commended  itself  most  to  my  mind  and  heart,  and  so  I  am  with  you 
in  this  Sunday  School  work.  It  would  have  been  most  agreeable  to 
me  to  have  remained  right  there  amidst  the  rank  and  file.  It  has 
pleased  you  to  see  otherwise.  If  God  spares  me  a  year  I  shall  follow 
my  illustrious  brother  to  a  senator's  bench. 

Just  one  other  word,  if  you  please.  I  shall  seek  to  do  ray  best ; 
that  may  be  poor  enough,  but  that  is  the  most  an  angel  can  do.  I  ask 
your  co-operation.  We  are  going  to  pass  this  year  as  never  before  in 
our  history  as  an  Association,  from  one  century  to  another.  My 
heart's  desire  and  ray  earnest  prayer  is,  that  our  consecration  of 
wealth,  and  worth  of  mind  and  heart,  should  be  so  thorough  that 
when  we  come  to  the  31st  of  December,  this  Association  will  pass 
over,  with  the  great  army  of  God,  into  the  twentieth  century  without 
any  indebtedness.  That  is  ray  great  desire.  That  the  year  may  be 
one  of  wonderful  prosperity  ;  that  you  may  be  enlarged  in  all  your 
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boundaries,'  and  all  your  experiences,  and  that  upon  your  hearts  and 
minds  God  may  so  lay  this  treasure-trust  of  Sunday  School  work,  that 
you  may  abound  more  and  more  in  every  good  work. 

We  shall  now  be  favored  with  an  address  by  Miss  Harlow. 

Miss  Harlow — My  friends,  the  time  allotted  to  me  has  already 
passed  into  eternity,  and  I  certainly  do  not  want  to  borrow  another's 
time,  neither  do  you  want  me  to.  1  have  only  one  word  to  say,  that 
with  all  my  heart  I  do  believe  in  the  early  conversion  of  children  ;  I 
do  believe  that  they  may  so  early  be  led  to  the  Saviour  that  they  shall 
never  be  able  to  recall  the  time  when  they  became  Christians.  I  be- 
lieve thousands  of  children  come  thus  early,  and  my  heart's  prayer 
to-night  is,  that  all  over  our  land  the  children  may  be  so  early  led  to  the 
Saviour,  that  they  shall  never  know  the  meaning  of  the  experience  of 
the  heart  wandering  away  from  Him  and  being  outside,  but  that  they, 
may  grow  up  in  Him,  established  in  the  faith.  With  this  earnest 
prayer  for  a  blessing,  not  alone  upon  the  land  which  I  know  better 
than  this,  but  all  over  the  world,  I  bid  you  a  most  affectionate  good- 
night.    (Applause.) 

At  this  stage  the  choir  rendered  very  beautifully  an  anthem 
entitled,  "March  on  Soldiers  True." 

Rev.  Mr.  Redditt — There  is  one  place  in  our  Provincial  Conven- 
tion hitherto  that  has  always  been  a  most  delightful  place,  and  that 
has  come  with  the  closing  address  and  closing  exercises.  We  shall 
now  have  tlie  closing  address  from  Prof.  Hamill,  on  "  Sabath  School 
Progress,  Retrospective  and  Prospective." 

Sabbath  School  Progress — Retrospective  and  Prospective. 

Prof.  Hamill — Chairman  and  Friends — It  was  not  my  fault  that 
the  gracious  lady  who  preceded  me  so  briefly,  did  not  speak  at  greater 
length.  I  am  very  sincere.  I  am  sure  Miss  Harlow  does  me  credit 
to  believe  in  my  sincerity,  for  we  have  known  each  other  for  many 
years  in  Sunday  School  work,  when  I  say  it  would  have  been  my  de- 
light to  have  sat  in  the  pew  and  listened  to  the  closing  address  from 
herself,  as,  I  believe,  it  would  have  been  your  deliglit. 

It  is  an  hour  that  I  would  very  much  rather  commit  to  you  ;  I 
would  rather  turn  this  into  an  old-fashioned  experience  meeting,  and 
have  you  express  your  heart's  feeling.  I  never  would  say  good-bye  if 
I  could  help  it;  I  have  had  to, turn  the  corner  and  strike  hands  with 
loved  ones  here  and  there  ;  loved  ones  of  flesh  and  blood,  and  of  com- 
radeship in  Christian  work,  and  I  have  been  longing 

"  for  the  touch  of  a  vanished  hand, 
And  the  sound  of  a  voice  that  is  still," 

these  many  years.     I  parted  that  way. with  William  Reynolds  ;  I  will 
part  that  way  with  B.  F.  Jacobs  and  with  you — some  of  you,  at  least. 
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at  another  Convention  :    but  I  am  not  I  in  Hira. 


You  will  not  all  be  together 

going  to  throw  any  shadow  over  the  closing  moments  ot'  this  great 

session. 

My  subject  is  one  which  pleases  me  when  I  take  a  retrospect;  glad- 
dens me  when  I  look  at  the  prospect. 

Robert  Raikes  walked  up  and  down  the  streets  of  pin-making  Glou- 
cester ;  saw  the  gammons,  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  street,  without 
Godly  home  and  parentage,  and  said  to  himself,  I  will  quit  the  work 
I  have  tried  to  do,  saving  the  adult  criminals  in  the  jails.  Here  is  a 
more  hopeful  field  ;  let  me  gather  these  little  ones  together  and  hire 
a  few  faithful  women  to  teach  them  how  to  read  God's  Book.  Pour 
women  came  at  a  shilling  a  day,  and  the  modern  Sunday  School  began. 
You  know  the  rest  of  the  story  ;  how  popular  it  became  ;  how  mem- 
bers of  the  Eni^lish  nobility  delighted  themselves,  for  a  time  at  least, 
in  spreading  mission  Sunday  Schools  after  the  Raikes'  plan,  and  in 
teaching  therein.  You  know  how  intolerant  the  Church  was  for  a 
time.  One  of  the  Archbishops  of  the  Anglican  Church  issued  a  pro- 
nunciamento  against  it  very  early  in  its  history,  and  the  hierarchs  of 
the  Church  didn't  look  upon  them  with  complaisance.  But  it  won  its 
way  to  churchly  esteem  there  ;  first,  planted  in  England,  in  Wales,  in 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  then  transplanted  to  America.  In  the 
year  1809  there  were  100  Sunday  Schools,  according  to  the  best  esti- 
mate, upon  the  North  American  continent. 

Then,  for  a  long  time,  the  Sunday  School  was  held  in  abeyance  in  this 
country  ;  and  by-and-by  the  churches  took  them  under  their  toleration. 
You  would  not  believe  me,  but  Henry  Clay  Trumbull,  of  the  Sun  lay 
School  Times,  our  great  Sunday  School  editor,  and  himself  the  nestor 
of  American  Sunday  School  teachers,  tells  us  of  a  little  woman  that 
went  to  witness  a  Sunday  School,  and  she  went  back  to  Connecticut, 
that  land  of  steady  habits,  saying  to  herself,  I  will  start  a  school  like 
this  in  my  own  church.  The  Congregational  people,  who  are  now 
among  the  best  leadei's  in  Sunday  School  work  in  our  country,  of  which 
her  pastor  was  chief,  objected  for  a  time  to  even  the  use  of  the  gallery 
for  that  innovation  upon  anything  in  their  churchly  economy. 

The  command  had  gone  forth  to  plant,  and  Sunday  Schools  were 
planted  everywhere,  in  the  old  world  and  the  new.  I  have  seen  them 
in  this  country  in  sod  huts  in  Nebraska ;  I  have  gone  into  and 
attended  Sunday  Schools  in  the  far  west ;  .1  have  sat  down  by  the  side 
of  John  Burgess,  the  most  pathetic  figure  I  know  of  in  American  Sun- 
day School  history.  A  young  Englishman  crossing  the  sea,  running  away 
from  his  mother's  prayers,  a  prodigal  son  indeed,  finding  a  lodgment 
away  up  in  the  North-west  territories,  setting  himself  to  teach  the 
children  of  the  Indians,  capturing  them  by  devices  that  would  startle 
a  Kindergarten  devotee  ;  teaching  them  little  by  little,  and  sending  the 
larger  ones  to  Western  Nebraska  to  a  Congregational  school.  These 
came  home,  saying  to  their  brothers  and  sisters  and  teachers,  we  have 
found    Christ ;    we   read  of   Him,    we    learned  of  Him,  we  believe 


sisters  ab 
away  froi 
Salvation 
I  about  to  ( 
ship  ;  he 
far  west ; 
drifted  d( 
day  Scho 

I  have 
a  b'riend 
in  an  Ita 
have  heai 
songs  we 
There  is  i 
School. 

Thene 
into  a  hoi 
and  the  a 
remembei 
your  Con 
in  the  his 
223  deleg 
were  so  d 
Conventi( 
which  coi 
So  they  r 
silence,  u 
the  soldie 
1869  ;  ail 
the  Inter 
to  sing,  ai 
that  Bine 
it  meant 
the  singii 
service  ; 
in  that  w 
one  anotl 
ing  each 

Look  a 
I  thing  be 
bright  li^ 
mothers, 
easily  the 
our  little 
sheds  upc 
session. 


T 


125 


r  am  not 
his  great  I 

5ct ;  glad-  \ 

ing  Glou- 

without  [ 

he   work  ( 

Here  is  a  i 

and  hire  i 

k.     Four  I 

>ol  began.  | 

3w  mem-  ( 

at  least,  | 

and  in  | 

'as  for  a  \ 

d  a  pro-  I 

rarchs  of  t 

t  won  its  l 

Wales,  in  \ 

In  the  t 

best  esti-  | 


ice  in  this 
iteration. 
Suii  lay 
le  nestor 
nan  that 
inecticut, 
hool  like 
are  now 
of  which 
le  gallery 

y- 

►ols  were 
een  them 
into  and 
)r  the  side  | 
lean  Sun- 
ing  away 
lodgment 
each  the 
Id  startle 
adingthe 
These 
we  have 
3  believe 


in  Him.  Mr.  Burgess,  why  don't  you  teach  our  little  brothers  and 
sisters  about  Christ  %  And  the  shaft  went  home,  and  Burgess  ran 
away  from  his  place,  and  crossed  the  sea  again  ;  and  the  drums  of  the 
Salvation  Aruiy  in  the  streets  of  London  came  to  his  ear.  He  was 
about  to  commit  suicide.  He  followed  them  into  their  place  of  wor- 
ship ;  he  found  Christ.  The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  go  back  to  the 
far  west ;  and  he  said,  now  I  can  teach  you  Christ,  And  then  he 
drifted  down  to  Montana,  and  there  he  is  a  great  agency  in  the  Sun- 
day School. 

I  have  seen  many  scenes  like  that.  I  have  sung  in  England  "  What 
a  b'riend  we  have  in  Jesus  !  "  when  the  children  of  Italian  workmen 
in  an  Italian  school  were  engaged  in  singing  it  in  New  Orleans.  I 
have  heard  those  coarse,  guttural  voices  of  the  Chinese  singing  the 
songs  we  sing,  the  Moody  and  Sankey  hymns,  in  their  own  language. 
There  is  not  a  nation  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  but  lias  its  Sunday 
School.     They  have  been  planted  everywhere. 

The  next  word  that  went  forth  was  to  unite  the  Sunday  Schools 
into  a  holy,  aggressive  alliance  for  the  promotion  of  Sunday  Schools 
and  the  advancement  of  good.  You  know  how  we  have  united.  I 
remember  away  back  in  1832,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  October — 
your  Convention  month — came  together  the  first  National  Convention 
in  the  history  of  the  world.  Fifteen  States  only  were  represented ; 
223  delegates  were  there.  They  sat  in  session  for  three  days,  and 
were  so  delighted  they  said,  let  us  repeat  this ;  let  us  have  another 
Convention  next  year  in  Philadelphia.  And  the  Quaker  City,  from 
which  comes  Miss  Harlow,  is  the  great  Sunday  School  city  of  our  land. 
So  they  met  there  the  next  year,  in  1833.  Then  there  was  a  long 
silence,  until  1859.  The  war  drums  were  beating  in  our  country,  and 
the  soldiers  were  marching  to  battle.  Then  there  was  a  pause  till 
1869  ;  and  then,  in  1872,  at  the  National  Convention,  they  framed 
the  International  Uniform  Lesson  System.  They  united  so  sweetly 
to  sing,  as  we  have  to-night,  those  beautiful  words,  "  Blest  be  the  Tie 
that  Binds."  It  was  a  holy  sentiment  that  bound  them  together,  but 
it  meant  more  than  that ;  it  was  something  of  more  account  even  than 
the  singing  of  that  glorious  old  hymn.  It  meant  unity  of  Christian 
service  ;  it  meant,  practically,  that  all  the  churches  banded  together 
in  that  way  could  do  a  great  deal  more  for  themselves,  as  well  as  for 
one  another,  than  they  could  by  dwelling  in  separate  camps  and  work- 
ing each  in  his  own  way. 

Look  at  the  coronal  of  brilliant  electric  lights  above.  Could  any- 
thing be  more  beautiful  upon  this  earth,  in  a  material  way,  than  those 
bright  lights  that  have  taken  the  place  of  the  rush  lights  of  our  grand- 
mothers, and  the  tallow  dips  of  ancient  time.  I  hardly  realize  how 
easily  these  lights  have  come  to  us  in  our  homes  and  in  our  streets,  in 
our  little  cities  as  well  as  the  greater  ones.  What  wonderful  light  it 
sheds  upon  your  faces,  and  illuminates  this  Convention  in  its  evening 
session.     Turn  them  all  out  but  one,  and  call  that  the  Presbyterian 
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iight.  Turn  on  another  ;  that  is  the  Methodist  light  ;  and  another, 
it  is  the  Baptist  ;  and  another,  it  is  the  Anglican,  or  Episcopal  ;  an- 
other, it  is  the  Disciple  ;  another,  it  is  the  Lutheran  ;  until  you  have 
made  the  grand  round  of  those  lights.  Then  turn  them  all  on  ablaze, 
and  you  have  a  picture  before  your  very  eyes  of  what  it  is  for  Sunday 
School  workers  of  all  churches  to  come  together  in  Annual  Conven- 
tion, and  then  to  carry  the  work  on  down  into  the  county  and  township 
and  state. 

The  third  word  that  went  forth  was  the  word,  improve  the  Sunday 
School.  You  know  how  it  began  its  course.  In  Indianapolis,  in  1872, 
there  were  about  a  thousand  delegates  ;  and  those  delegates,  after 
three  or  four  days  of  session  decided,  ten  persons  dissenting,  that  they 
would  start  the  present  uniform  lesson  system.  It  was  chaos  before 
that  time. 

What  marvellous  progress  there  has  been  made  in  the  improvement 
of  the  modern  Sunday  School  !  Why,  I  stood  in  old  London,  in  the 
British  Museum,  and  I  looked  for  a  long  time,  with  my  heart  filled, 
at  the  Moabite  Stone  and  the  inscription  deciphered  beneath  it.  Then, 
•when  I  came  home,  I  picked  up  a  little  boy's  l-af  he  had  left  behind 
him  in  a  pew  in  the  School,  and  upon  it  was  a  beautiful  picture  of  the 
Moabite  Stone,  and  beneath  the  inscription,  made  plaiu  to  his  mind, 
and  when  he  could  read  he  would  understand  it.  And  so  Wvi  have  all 
the  genius  in  Bible  study  at  work  for  us. 

Then  the  next  command  that  went  forth  was  to  enlarge  the  Sunday 
School.  You  know  how  we  have  been  trying  to  enlarge  it.  We  are 
in  the  very  midst  of  that  epoch  of  Sunday  School  history.  Was  there 
^ver  a  dream  of  a  Cradle  Roll  in  the  Sunday  Schools  of  fifty  years 
ago*?  In  the  City  of  Albany  I  was  in  a  school,  and  I  saw  ninety 
little  children  ;  I  believe  that  is  the  largest  cradle  roll  in  the  United 
States  ;  it  was  only  a  town  of  five  or  six  thousand  inhabitants,  and 
they  were  on  tlieir  good  behavior.  I  know  a  hard  drinking  fellow 
who  wasted  his  substance  in  drink,  and  one  day  there  came  a  visitor 
from  the  Cradle  Roll  Department  to  his  home,  just  an  hour  after  little 
baby  had  begun  to  breathe  its  life  u{)on  the  mother's  breast,  and  the 
Cradle  Roll  visitor  asked  the  privilege  of  taking  that  little  child's 
name,  and  leaving  a  little  card  behind  ;  and  when  the  husband  came 
home  at  noon  he  looked  at  the  little  card  and  said,  "  Mary,  what  does 
this  mean  1"  She  said,  "  It  means  our  little  baby  is  a  member  of  the 
Sunday  School."  And  that  husband  went  away,  and  that  afternoon 
he  sought  not  the  haunts  of  iniquity  ;  he  began  to  think  if  the  Sunday 
School  is  so  careful  for  the  little  baby  but  an  hour  born,  and  I,  the 
husband  and  father  of  other  children  in  that  home,  have  done  so  little 
for  them,  and  have  wasted  my  living,  ought  not  I  to  begin  to  think 
of  my  own  children?  That  father  is  a  Christian  man  and  a  Sunday 
.School  teacher. 
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We  cannot  tell  what  these  things  are  doing.  Then  think  of  the 
Home  Department.  Why,  first  the  Home  Department  started  in 
Kansas  in  1883,  only  seventeen  years  ago.  Now  there  are  six  thousand 
Home  Departments — that  is  a  year  ago  last  May — six  thousand 
Home  Departments  reported  at  Atlanta,  and  a  membership  of  more 
than  two  hundred  thousand  persons.  You  have  found,  as  I  found  one 
the  other  day,  riding  up  and  down  in  an  elevator,  tied  to  his  place,  a 
•boy,  doing  the  best  he  could,  with  no  father  or  mother,  and  there  in 
the  little  odd  moments  he  took  his  Bible  and  was  studying  his  lesson. 
Think  of  the  mother  with  little  children  in  the  home,  not  isolated  by 
the  demands  of  nature  as  she  was  in  the  former  time,  but  constituting 
•a  part  of  the  great  circle — the  sisterhood  and  brotherhood  of  the  circle. 
Think  of  those  fellows  away  out  on  the  western  plains  herding  their 
cattle  in  the  winter  time,  when  the  snow  is  two  feet  deep  ;  they  are 
members  of  the  Home  Department  class.  So  we  get  an  idea  of  the 
enlargement  of  the  Sunday  School, 

Think  of  the  house-to-house  visitation.  I  wish  I  had  Hugh  Cork's 
picture  to  spring  upon  you.  That  irrepressible  chief,  brought  up  by 
Providence,  1  believe,  as  verily  as  the  Apostle  Paul  was,  to  spread  the 
Gospel  of  house-to-house  visitation.  An  entire  city  visited  in  a  single 
day ;  every  person  invited  to  come  to  church,  and  to  send  or  bring 
his  children  to  the  Sunday  School. 

And  then  think  of  the  enlargement  of  the  Sunday  School  in  the  matter 
of  adults,  and  young  men  and  young  women.  I  went  to  Washington 
not  long  a,go.  There  was  with  us  the  Commissioner,  what  you  would 
call  Lord  Mayor  of  one  of  your  big  cities.  He  was  in  the  chair,  and 
made  a  speech.  There  are  District  Court  justices,  a  good  number 
of  Congressmen,  and  many  fine  men  in  that  city  giving  their  time 
to  Sunday  School  work.  I  was  in  Calvary  Baptist  Church  on  Sunday 
night,  and  by  Dr.  Green's  courtesy  I  was  permitted  to  speak.  I  saw 
come  down  the  aisle  two  hundred  and  fifty  young  men,  two  by  two, 
and  I  saw  an  old  man,  an  old  Confederate  veteran,  with  his  shattered 
hand,  leading  the  host ;  and  as  we  were  waiting  I  turned  to  Dr.  Green 
and  I  said,  "  I  wish  you  would  tell  me  the  meaning  of  that  procession," 
and  then  he  said,  "  We  are  going  to  baptize  a  candidate  after  the  form 
of  our  Church."  And  when  the  candidate  was  being  baptized  these 
two  hundred  and  fifty  rose  up  and  sang,  "  Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds." 
To  me  there  is  no  music  so  beautiful,  there  is  no  music  that  ever  coin- 
pares  with  the  voices  of  young  men  singing  Christian  hymns.  And 
so  these  young  fellows  sang  exquisitely.  I  said  to  him,  "I  wish  you 
would  tell  me  about  this."  He  said,  "This  is  Vaughan's  famous  Bible 
class  ;  it  is  connected  with  my  Sunday  School.  There  is  Captain 
Vaughan.  He  has  gone  around  in  Washington  the  last  fifteen  years 
with  fish-hook  and  line,  and  using  the  drag  net,  and  he  has  fished 
out  one  young  man  from  a  government  oflSce,  another  from  a  bank, 
another   from    a   store,  another -from    a  factory,   and  he  has  three 
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hundred  or  more  young  men,  and  they  are  organized  as  effectively 
as  anything  under  this  government." 

There  you  get  an  idea  of  the  enlargement  of  the  Sunday  School. 

Lastly,  the  Word  has  gone  forth,  you  have  heard  it  in  one  way  or 
another,  an  echo  of  it  and  you  will  hear  it  through  the  coming  year — 
Evangelize  the  Sunday  School.  The  effort  should  be  made,  while  the 
heart  is  tender  and  the  mind  formative  in  childhood,  to  bring  the 
children  into  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord.  I  believe  that  God's  Holy 
Spirit  is  eminent  in  childhood.     Our  American  poet,  Stoddard  says  : 

•'  There  are  gains  for  all  our  losses  ; 

There  are  balms  for  all  our  pain, 
But  when  youth  the  dream  departs, 
That  takes  somethiug  from  our  hearts 

That  will  never  como  again." 

You  may  seek  it  everywhere,  on  earth,  in  air,  and  still  you  will  feel 
that  something  sweet  followed  yuu  with  flying  feet  that  will  never 
come  again.  The  golden  opportunity  of  life  is  the  period  of  child- 
hood and  youth.  It  is  especip.lly  given  to  the  Sunday  School  teacher 
to  take  these  boys  and  girls  of  Christian  men,  and  of  the  Godless  men 
of  the  community,  and  by  teaching  them  God's  Holy  Book,  and  by 
binding  then)  to  our  hearts  in  sacred  love,  and  by  pressing  upon  thera 
with  prayer  and  personal  and  private  appeal,  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  to  lead  them  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  We  can  do  it. 
There  is  no  place  next  to  the  pulpit,  and  sometimes  it  exceeds  the 
pulpit  in  power  and  opportunity — no  place  like  the  Sunday  School, 
and  the  Sunday  School  teachers  for  the  gathering  in  of  these  children. 
(Applause.). 

Rev.  Mr.  Redditt — I  shall  ask  you  just  at  this  moment  to  lift 
your  hearts  up  to  the  Great  Throne,  that  the  sweet  influences  that 
have  been  about  us  may  remain  with  us,  and  go  out  with  us,  and 
abide  with  us,  all  through  our  lives.  I  shall  ask  my  old  friend,  the 
old  Sunday  School  warrior  of  Peel  County,  after  a  moment  of  silent 
prayer,  while  you  bow  your  heads,  to  briefly  lead  us,  asking  God's 
blessing.     I  refer  to  Father  Steyn. 

After  a  moment  of  silent  prayer,  Mr.  Steyn  led  the  congregation 
in  the  following  prayer  : 

Oh  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  is  it  too  much  to  ask  at  this  closing 
hour  for  such  a  Pentecostal  shower  of  Thy  grace  and  blessing,  and  the 
influences  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit  to  rest  upon  each  of  us,  and  come  upon 
each  of  our  hearts  and  in  our  souls,  as  will  give  us  the  assurance  that 
even  though  we  meet  not  on  earth  again,  one  and  all  of  us  shall  meet 
on  the  fair  banks  of  deliverance,  where  each  shall  grasp  the  other's 
friendly  hand,  and  all  together  commence  the  endless,  the  new,  the 
glorious  century  of  God's  eternity  while  eternal  ages  roll.  We  ask  it 
all,  with  the  forgiveness  of  every  sin,  for  the  Lord  Jesus'  sake.  Amen. 
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Rev.  Mr.  Redditt— We  shall  now  close  this  Convention  by  the 
use  of  the  last  hymn  upon  the  sheet.  It  has  been  suggested  that  you 
emphasize  the  great  thought  that  we,  who  are  here  united  in  Jesus' 
name,  may  never  meet  until  the  roll  is  called  up  yonder,  that  as  you 
rise  to  sing,  so  far  as  it  is  possible,  you  join  hands.  We  shall  sing 
the  hymn  throughout,  after  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ryckman  will  kindly 
pronounce  the  benediction. 

The  congregation  rose,  many  joining  hands,  and  sang  "  God  be 
with  you  till  we  meet  again,"  after  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ryckman 
pronounced  the  benediot>ioit,  closing  the  Convention. 
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Moore,  Mrs.  H.  P Acton 

MiirHhall,  W.  M  Hulbort 

Medlam,  W.  W CkloHBa 

Moyor,  uov.  J.  M   Polhain  Centre 

MathioHon,  Mrs.  .1    Potcrboro' 

Martin,  MrH.  T.  H  Peter boro' 

Murray,  George  D Kinnnton 

Mitchell,  Mi«8  M.  (J Toronto 

Mitchell,  MrH.  F Toronto 

Murphy.H.  K  Hcllevllle 

Maboe,  A.  H Gunanocnio 

Mclnnee,  A Vankleok  llill 

McKelUcon.  W V.nkleek  Hill 

McLaughlin,  Sarah Cardinal 

MoCormack,  John  Morowood 

McCammon,  Edith Qtinanoquo 

McCullough,  J.  A    Guelph 

MaophefHon.  J.  A.  L  iHlington 

McTaggurt,  Flora Toronto 

MaAlfen,  Robert Ottawa 

McLaughlin,  Airs.  J.  H Athens 

McElroy,  D  Carp 

Niblock,  Mrs.  Christie  LyndhurHt 

Norton,  A.  C   Cardinal 

NelRon,  R.  E  Guelph 

Nicol,  Jennie London 

Oliver,  Miss  A.  W   Brooklin 

Orr,  W.  M  Fruitland 

Orr,  Lily  A Millbrook 

Osborne.  B.  E   Bowmanville 

Oflbrd,  Hettie  S  Kingston 

Paterson,  John  A  Toronto 

Ponnock,  Mrs.  Stirly Lyndhurst 

Peters,  Jennie Spencervllle 

Puttenham,  Rev.  John    Keniptville 

Poole,  Burton  E Tapleytown 

Patterson,  Annie  B  Peterboro' 

Paul,  Mrs.  W.  J   . .  .Kingston 

Prowse,  Mrs.  W.  6 Little  Britain 

Parker,  A.  H Gait 

Parker.F.  M HumberBay 

Potter,  Rev.  James  G  Peterboro' 

Putnam,  Geo.  R Merrickville 

Pearson ,  Jane Merrickville 

Purvis,  Mrs.  F.  M  Mallorytown 

Philp,  Wm  Elgin 

Redditt,  Rev.  J.  J Uxbridge 

Robertson,  Mrs.  Arthur    Iroquois 


Xatnf.  Pi>»t  office. 

RaniHay,  Lottie    Ganahoque 

Roberts,  Jis.  M.  It ..  Holwyn 

RobortH,  Mrs Toronto 

Richmond,  J.  L  ('ampbellford 

RadclitTe,  Harry Toronto 

Reeves,  A.  (' Campbell  ford 

Iloseveur,  J.  (J CofdHprinKN 

Richardson,  A.  A  Dosoronl^ 

Raymond,  E  (Jananoque 

Symonds,  M.A..  Rev.  H.  H  —  Peterboro' 

Htratton,  Rev.  F.  B Colborno 

Hmil h,  Mrs.  It.  J   Napanee 

Skene,  Rev.  Jas    Hillsdale 

Starr,  A.  E Newmarket 

Scythes,  ('.  F Toronto 

Sulton,  Miss  Streetsville 

Stoen,  Wm Streetsville 

Simmons,  Geo.  N .• —  Athens 

Simmons,  Mrs.  G.N   Athens 

Stafford,  Geo  Cardinal 

Saunly,  J.  D   London 

Stlllwell,  R Lyn 

Still  well,  Mrs.  R Lyn 

Steele,  Mrs.  J .  R   Prescott 

Sporo,  Mrs.  J  Roebuck 

Simpson,  James  Lansdowne 

Sproule.T.  H Frankville 

Thomson,  Wm Keene 

Thomson,  Rev.  D.  A  Hastings 

Telf er,  Mrs.  Jane . .   London 

Trebilcock,  P.  C Bowmanville 

Tallcott,  Mrs.  Philp Bloomfleld 

Vancamp,  A.  D Cardinal 

Visser,  Rev.  A.  H  Mallorytown 

Wiokware,  John   Pembroke 

Wright,  S.  A  Richmond  West 

Washington,  Stella  Toronto 

Wright,  Miss  Eflle   Tweed 

\\  allace,  Sadie Ottawa 

Winnett,  W.  H London 

Wood,  Mrs.  A.  E Keene 

Walls,  Cora Toronto 

Wills,  Bella Athens 

Wilson,  Mrs.  C.J    Gananoque 

V/ilson,  C.  J  Gananoque 

Yellowlees,  Thos Toronto 

Young,  W.  S .Osnabruck  Centre 


If  You  Are  a  ^ 
Sabbath  School  Teacher 

YOU  should  be  interested   in   whatever 
tends  to  promote  the  cause  of  Tem- 
perance or  Total  Abstinence  from 

INTOXICITINQ  LIQUORS. 

If  you  are  interested,  you  should  know  that 
by  lending  your  support   and    influence   to 

^^'  Temperance 
^"•^  General 

Life  Assurance  Gsmpany 

you  advance  the  interests  of  the  cause  and 
confer  a  favor  on  your  friends. 

Its  mortality  experience  in  its  Temperance 
Section  has  been  more  favorable  than  any 
other  recorded  experience  of  equal  volume. 
This  is  a  most  important  argument  in  favor 
of  total  abstinence. 

It  will  guarantee  Total  Abstainers  insur- 
ance at  a  lower  cost  than  any  other  company, 
and  should  have  their  patronage. 


HON.  G.  W.  ROSS, 

President. 


H.  SUTHERLAND, 

Manacinq  Director. 


Head  Office:  ** Globe*'  Building,  Toronto. 


Sabbath  ^  School  ^  jlssociation 


SUPPLIES. 


Prof.  Hamill's  "  Legion  of  Honor  "— 

Books  I  and  2 15c.  each. 

Home  Department- 
Envelopes  40c.  hundred. 

Pledge  Cards 20c.       " 

Cradle  Roll  Cards $1.25 


ADDRESS- 
THOMAS  YELLOWLEES, 

Associate  Secretary. 
25  Manning  Arcade,  T0F4ONTO. 
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Wall  Chart 


OF. 


Personal  Hiistory  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christi«l«^j» 

By  REV.  CANON  LINTON 

Late  Vicar  and  Rural  Dean  of  Birkeiihead. 

Size,  70  inches  long  by  29  Inches  brdad.       Price,  mounted  on  cloth  and  rollers,  93.00. 

An  explanatory  handbook  is  gixen  with  each  map  Kratis. 
Write  for  complete  descriptive  circular  and  special  discount  to  Sabbath 
Schools. 

Scriptural  Maps 

Our  stock  includes  excellent  maps  of  Canaan  and  Palestine,  The  Exodus 

The  Travels  of  St.  Paul,  and  The  Bible  Countries. 
Special  prices  to  Sabbath  Schools  on  application. 


Blackboards 


We  have  a  splendid  variety  and  can  make  an^  style  or  size  to  order  on 
short  notice.  Our  Hyloplate  Blackboards,  with  Easels,  are  particu- 
larly artaptod  for  clatw  work. 

WrltiB  tts  for  particulars  and  give  size  you  desire. 


The  STEINBERUER,  HENDRY  00.,  Limited 

37  Richmond  St.  West.  TORONTO,  Ont. 


Sabbatb  Scbool  aggoclatton  of  0ntarto« 

-REFLECTED  *  RAYS" 

Or,  <lie  Report  of  the  Thirty-Fifth  Provlnrlal  CoiiTentloii,  held  In  the 
Town  ofBrockTlUe,  on  the  23rd,  94th,  and  %5th  October,  1940. 

NOW  READY    j*    PRICE  J5  CENTS. 

An  edition  of  thin  Report  has  been  piiblished,  founded  upon  the  number 
ordered  up  to  19th  November  last,  allowing  a  small  margin  for  Schools  whose 
orders  may  have  been  inadvertently  omitted.  Such  orders  should,  therefore, 
at  once  be  sent  in  ^th  remittance.  Price,  twelve  and  a  half  cent&  each^  where 
s'x  copies  or  more  are  taken  to  be  sent  to  one  address. 


Reports   of   Provincial   Convcntio^::^ 

OF  FORMER  YEARS. 

We  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  number  of  Reports  of  former  years 
remain  for  sale,  viz  :  For  the  years 

)  887— London,  entitled  "  Sayings  and  Doings.'* 


1888 -King[8ton, 
J889— Toronto, 
t890— Brantford, 
J89I— Ottawa, 
J892-Guelph, 
J893— Toronto, 
J894— BeUeville, 


'  "Sowing  and  Reaping," 

•  ''Sifted  Wheat." 
'  **  Apples  of  Gold.*' 
'  "  Our  Stjnday  Schools." 
'  **  The  King's  Vine-Dressers." 

•  "  Thoughts  for  Teachers." 
'  "  Theory  and  Practice." 

The  above  Reports  will  be  sold  at  5  cents  each,  postage  included. 

J895— Toronto,  entitled  "  Plants  and  Comer  Stones,"  10  cents  each. 
} 896— London,         ' '      **  Fishers  and  Nets,"  )0  cents  each. 
J897— Hamilton,      • '     "  Doers  of  the  Word  and  Work,"  JO  cents  each. 
1898— Peterborough  "     **  Lights  Along  the  Shore,"  10  cents  each. 
J899— Gait,  "     ♦*  Beaten  0>i  for  Lamps,"  15  cents  each. 

These  reports  are  well  worth  the  perusal  of  Sabbath  School  Teachers,  and 
they  will  be  sent  to  any  address  in  Canada  on  receipt  of  the  prices  named. 

Reports  of  the  International  Convention  at  Atlanta,  1899,  on  receipt  of 
price— 50c.  paper,  75c.  cloth. 

THOMAS    YELLOWLEES, 


25  Manning  Areada, 

TORONTO. 


Aatoolate  Secretary. 
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